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Introduction 
 

Americans recognize the vital role that education plays in a free society and in the free 
market and have placed a lot of responsibility on public schools historically – from improving 
communities and reducing crime, to socializing citizens and preparing students for the 
workforce, to providing social mobility and greater social equity.  The US spends more per 
student than every other democracy except Luxembourg, Switzerland, and Norway.i  Still 
Americans fear students are not learning enough, that educational standards are not sufficiently 
high, that American students are losing ground to the rest of the world, and that public schools 
are not structured to meet the demands of a technology-driven economy.  Politicians have 
responded to the public’s concerns with a number of reforms 

Interestingly, the general dissatisfaction with public education generally does not emerge 
in evaluations of Americans’ own schools.  A 2010 CBS News Poll found that 58% of parents 
think their kids are receiving a better education than they did.  Seventy-three percent of parents 
graded the quality of their kids’ education as an A or B.ii  Consequently, the broader concerns 
Americans voice about education may not translate into demands for change in their own school 
districts, so reforms to meet the needs of a 21st Century education may not take place or do so 
without sufficient community guidance ironically if a community is satisfied with their schools. 

It is against this backdrop that the Mike Downs Center for Indiana Politics worked with 
Southwest Allen County Schools to find out the community’s views on what the mission of 
Southwest Allen County Schools should be in the 21st Century.  Working closely with Drs. 
Downs and Simmers, the Downs Center crafted an issue guide based on a Kettering Foundation 
National Issues Forum Issue Guide: “What is the 21st Century Mission for our Public Schools?”, 
as well as a “Parent Outreach Toolkit” from EdLeader21.  The intent of the issue guide is to have 
the community view approaches that policies may take and to consider and discuss the benefits 
and tradeoffs that each approach might bring before ultimately providing guidance to their 
school board.  This project came in three parts: 1) interviews with key community stakeholders, 
2) five community forums to discuss 21st Century education; 3) a survey of the community, 
parents, students, and teachers on 21st Century education.   

An important and valid concern was to make sure the approaches discussed were relevant 
to SACS and the community.  To test this, SACS provided the Mike Downs Center with some 
sixteen names of community stakeholders (leaders, businesspersons etc.) to interview in-depth 
over the phone or face-to-face about these topics.   

The goal of the interviews was three-fold.  First, are the topics highlighted by the issue 
guide relevant to the community? Results showed that the issue guide was relevant to the 
community.  Second, the stakeholders contextualized these dynamics with local examples and 
used “real” language, which insured that the issue guide avoided jargon and was relevant.  In 
fact, the issue guide ended up including some of the local examples and quotes from these 
stakeholders.  Third, those interviewed have a real stake in the success of SACS providing 
citizens to their community and employees for their businesses.  Their more narrative and in-
depth points are extremely informative about the direction they see SACS moving forward.  We 
will discuss the views of these stakeholders below. 

The three approaches to public education in the 21st Century that were discussed in 
interviews with stakeholders, among participants in the five community deliberative forums, and 
as the bases of the community survey are summarized below.
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21st Century Education in Southwest Allen County School District 
Approach One 

Prepare Students for the Workplace 
Approach Two 

Educate Active and Responsible Citizens 
Approach Three 

Help Students Discover Their Own Talents 
 
Our school systems are stuck in the past and focus 
too much on skills for the old manufacturing-era in 
America.  The jobs of the 21st Century require 
knowledge of science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM).  Our schools need to prepare students 
for today’s jobs and the jobs of tomorrow.   

 
Public schools socialize people into civic life.  
Understanding how political, social, and economic 
systems work, plays a vital role in governing 
ourselves.  Schools enable students to be responsible, 
contributing members of a civil society  

 
Our school systems force students into courses of 
study which stifles creativity and imagination and 
keeps students from developing the skills that 
interest them.  Schools should customize education 
so that it helps students master the skills that 
interest them. 

Some Likely Actions 
• State and local school boards must invest 

heavily in the equipment and curriculum to teach 
STEM. 

• The private sector must work with school 
administrators to tailor educational training to 
21st Century employment needs. 

• School performance must be monitored through 
new standards and tests that focus on learning 
outcomes. 

• All curricula must incorporate 21st Century skills 
such as critical thinking, creativity, collaboration 
and communication so students can adapt to 
changes over time.   

• Learning skills associated with the service and 
health sectors must make up a growing segment 
of the curriculum. 

Some Likely Actions 
• Schools should increase formal instruction on 

government, civics, history, and other courses 
about citizens’ roles in society. 

• Teachers should weave current events into their 
courses so that students will be more engaged on 
key social issues and present students with 
multiple perspectives. 

• Students should be required to be involved in 
service learning as a way to build awareness of 
what is happening in the world around them, see 
the value of being of service to others, and 
develop connections with leaders.   

• Schools should offer high-quality extra-curricular 
activities as a way for students to learn about 
collaboration and communication.   

Some Likely Actions 
• Schools will have to devote more resources to 

identifying the talents of students.   
• Schools will have to shift from college 

preparation and vocational training to more 
individualized courses of study. 

• Schools will have to specialize so that 
resources can be devoted to the students who 
are focusing on developing that talent. 

• Specialized courses will have to be developed 
and alternatives means of instruction will have 
to be developed to deliver the specialized 
courses. 

• The individualized courses of study will 
necessitate smaller class sizes.   

Trade-offs  
• Schools have been slow to adapt in the past, they 

may again and the technology and curriculum 
will become outdated. 

• Public schools will become the servants of 
certain industries and not society in general. 

• The argument over standards will dominate the 
discussion of what education should be and the 
focus of education will be on taking tests.   

Trade-offs 
• Schools will rely too heavily on American 

politics and students will not develop an 
understanding of world affairs and other cultures. 

• Students will be encouraged to engage in 
activities that take them away from core learning 
activities such as reading, writing, and arithmetic.   

• There is disagreement about what society should, 
and does, value.  This approach could cause 
conflict.   

Trade-offs 
• Students may not be the best people to decide a 

student’s course of study. 
• The education may be lacking in core learning 

activities and 21st Century skills. 
• There is no guarantee a student’s interests will 

match 21st Century needs. 
• Schools will undermine social cohesion by 

specializing.   

 

4 
 



Stakeholder Interviews 
 

A summary of these in-depth stakeholder interviews appears in Appendix 1, but the main 
take-away from their view is that SACS does a solid job in all of these areas.  Stakeholders hold 
a favorable impression of SACS and the quality of teachers, administration, curriculum, and 
recognize particularly how well SACS provides college preparation to students.  While the 
stakeholders see areas for improvement and threats (getting students experience in the 
community, broader exposure), the stakeholders applaud how well SACS provides college prep 
curriculum, challenges students, and provides extensive extra-curricular activities.  The greatest 
threats to SACS identified by stakeholders dealt with funding.  They worry that SACS might 
stagnate by accepting that “good” as “good enough”, policy mandates crowding out flexibility, 
and not exposing students to other socioeconomic realities in society. 
 Stakeholders had the opportunity to explain what a quality 21st Century education meant 
to them before any of the approaches were introduced.  Their focus tended to center on preparing 
all students for the next stage of their lives – not just provide college prep.  Additionally, 
stakeholders often mention the need for students to identify, develop, and achieve through more 
individualized learning, which is of note because this is largely the theme of approach three that 
received very little support among participants in the deliberative forums or in the surveys came 
without any prompting.  Specifically this centered on the need to train non-college bound 
students for the workplace such as having relevant communication skills with people beyond 
their own age group and to be more proficient in math skills entering the workplace.  Others 
focused on the need for students in an affluent area to take chances, learn from mistakes, and 
develop themselves when their surroundings often provide a pretty defined college prep direction 
and definition of success.   
 When evaluating how well the district does on each approach, stakeholders thought 
SACS did a solid job in addressing all three areas of the primary mission of schools for the 21st 
Century, particularly approach one: workforce development, and approach three: personal 
development – especially the broad number of activities for students.  Ironically workforce 
development was also one of the main areas cited for improvement, but more in connecting to 
area businesses and non-profits.  Approach two: civic development, was also mentioned for 
improvement for much the same reason: students should be more engaged with the community. 
 When the topic shifted to curriculum and technology, these stakeholders focused on skills 
not related to technology but more on: applying knowledge, asking good questions, drawing 
conclusions, individualized learning, and working in teams.  There is a recurring fear that with 
the success of the college prep program, students pursuing other careers do not gain sufficient 
workplace-ready skills.  One stakeholder noted that students’ experiences – from both the 
curriculum but also from community pressure – to have a “cookie-cutter Ivy-league college 
prep” education rather than a broader education that produces successful graduates for other 
work that often are key for the community.  When asked against whom SACS students will 
compete, stakeholders said “everyone” from better Indiana students to other countries, to even 
foreign exchange students coming here.  Stakeholders noted that SACS students were 
competitive with graduates elsewhere.    
 The survey/discussion also tapped into stakeholders views of the so-called four-Cs: 
critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, and communication.  Their definitions fit tightly with 
those working definitions in the issue guide gleaned from EdLeader21.  How well does SACS do 
on these?  According to the open-ended evaluations, students do best on critical thinking.  On 
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creativity SACS does “fair” but they believe a relatively small number of students thrive on this.  
The widest range of perception was on collaboration skills, with many stakeholders emphasizing 
a wish that SACS would partner more with community businesses and non-profits.  SACS does 
well on developing students’ communication skills according to the stakeholders.   
 As far as standards for schools and how SACS did meeting those, stakeholders were 
rather unfamiliar with specifics of standards, but thought these should be a ‘floor” for districts to 
achieve beyond.  None were convinced that the standards in place would test or encourage the 
skills needed in a 21st Century education: critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, and 
communication. 
 Finally, as to the use of technology and blended learning, stakeholders had a pretty 
common view of how well SACS is doing.  They first focused heavily on the fact that 
technology should be seen as a tool vital for the future, but not education itself.  That said, 
stakeholders did not see SACS losing out on core learning components with increased use of 
technology.  As one stakeholder noted, a healthy blend of technology and classic education is 
needed: you “can still read Homer on a tablet.”   
 
Deliberative Forums 
 
 The five deliberative forums broke up participants into small groups (3-8 people) around 
three-to-four tables.  Participants were provided a “placemat” version of the three approaches 
from the issue guide in case they did not read the issue guide prior to the forum.  A trained 
moderator at each table initiated the discussion, asked probing questions to draw out topics, 
redirected attention to the issue being dealt with, and tried to draw out views of those who may 
have shared less.  The idea of the forum was not to have the groups choose one approach.  
Rather, the idea is to have people deliberate on the upsides and tradeoffs of moving toward any 
one of the approaches.  The notion is that groups can develop better recommendations all sorts of 
community members raise views, listen to others, and move toward consensus when weighing 
approaches to tough issues; the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.   
 To be sure, some deliberations are better than others no matter how well trained 
moderators at the tables may be. In the SACS forums, some groups got off topic at times, which 
is to be expected in such deliberations.  This was rare and isolated other than the first evening 
where one table ended up completely shifting away from the topics and actually disrupted the 
broader group discussion that evening with unrelated complaints about SACS and labor issues.  
Nevertheless, the deliberative forum model worked very well for this topic overall and is a 
promising one to have the community discuss future issues.  The goal is not to have provided 
detailed policy recommendations.  Rather, the idea was to have the community deliberate on 
aspects of a 21st Century education and to report out broad guidance of the direction the SACS 
board should head.  This was achieved based on the fact that groups did weigh the positives and 
tradeoffs of approaches, did move toward consensus views, and ended up providing 
meaningfully shaped views of what a 21st Century mission of public schools should be.   
 As far as the general guidance that came out of the deliberations, the largest conclusion is 
that SACS should continue to provide a broad focus of education to students rather than retool to 
meet a specific approach.  That said, there were common views of this way forward.  First, the 
groups tended to view the first approach – preparing students for the workforce – as the primary 
focus for SACS.  That said, the groups did not entirely share the approach’s focus on investing 
and growing STEM-fields education alone.  Rather, through the deliberative process, many of 
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the groups came up with blended views of what the focus preparing students for the workforce 
should be.  Though each group did this in their own way, they tended to want the STEM fields 
balanced also by a focus in the arts and social studies, because these would fortify students’ 
preparation for the workforce beyond STEM field concentrations alone.  This is of note because 
it was a recurrent theme: people discussed the issue in-depth and changed the focus of the 
approach through deliberation.    
 Participants in the deliberations tended to be wary of approach three, which calls for 
providing students with significant power over their curriculum and secondary education.  This is 
likely because parents and teachers tended to dominate these groups and likely believe that 
young students might not recognize what is in their best interest and if empowered might make 
poor choices on courses to take and miss out on important academic opportunities.  This conflicts 
somewhat with the views of the stakeholders who often felt that students were not given enough 
freedom to take chances and learn from mistakes.  This is not a surprise in the deliberative 
process, however.  Likely no one would disagree with the benefits of students learning 
independence etc.  When a group weighs that benefit against the tradeoff that some students 
might end up on the wrong track, it should be expected that a group deliberating on the topic 
would conclude that the independence might not be worth the tradeoff.  Again, this was a 
product of thoughtful deliberation shifting attitudes. 

The final conclusion from the deliberative forums dealt with the ginger handling by 
participants and their ultimate conclusions of approach two: educate active and responsible 
citizens.  People viewed this as an important goal of public education and noted with concern the 
decrease in civics courses in recent decades.  Nevertheless, the consensus was that civic 
education and responsible citizenship should be something that comes from the home, 
community, and churches more than schools.  The key role of schools in developing civic skills 
and engagement is voluminous and many scholars fear a backtrack on civic engagement in 
American life can perhaps only be turned around though school-based education and 
opportunities (extra-curricular activities, student government, club leadership).   Moderators 
often tried to probe why participants did not see schools as one of these core institutions of the 
community that would develop citizenship, but concerns often centered on the fear that schools 
would be teaching an ideological viewpoint.  This ranged from specific examples of issues that 
could be taught that conflicted with a student’s family’s religion or political beliefs, or more 
commonly a stated fear that teachers would unduly affect the political beliefs of students.  This is 
to be expected in today’s partisan polarized political environment.  Participants did mention the 
importance of civics education as something that should make up the curriculum – with the arts – 
of approach one, but really shunned this approach out of fear of ideological bias being instructed 
in school.  The balance of this concern with civics education might be something the board 
considers. 
 
Survey Results 
 

Following the deliberative forums, SACS surveyed parents, teachers, community 
members, and students about these issues.  The surveys were not random-sample surveys, so 
should not be read as “public opinion” in the SACS district generally.  The following tables 
summarize who took the survey.  The categories are not mutually exclusive.  In other words, 
people may be counted in more than one category.  The percentage of respondents in any 
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category that is presented in this table is calculated by dividing the number of respondents in the 
category by the total number of respondents (598).   
 
The number of respondents in many of these categories is too small to use for statistical analysis.  
In other cases, there were enough respondents for analysis, but the populations were similar to 
the population as a whole and therefore analysis was not conducted.  Finally, there were three 
categories that were examined.  The categories were: 1. respondents who have never had any 
children in SACS, 2. SACS graduates, and 3. SACS teachers.   
 
After the first table, the tables are presented in the order the questions appeared in the survey.  In 
most cases, the tables include all respondents.   In some cases, the table will have all respondents 
as well as one or more of the other categories.   
 
 Survey Respondents   Frequency Percent* 
Do you have children in SACS this academic year? 375 62.7 
Did you attend any of the public discussions about the role of 
public education in the 21st Century that were held in October of 
2014 48 8.0 
I have children attending SACS school(s) this year. 369 61.7 
I have children who attended SACS school(s) in the past. 183 30.6 
I have school-aged children who do not attend SACS. 27 4.5 
I have children who did not attend SACS schools. 26 4.3 
I do not have any children in SACS schools and have never had 
any children attend SACS school(s). 38 6.4 
I am a SACS student. 7 1.2 
I am a SACS graduate. 38 6.4 
I am a teacher in SACS. 83 13.9 
I am an administrator in SACS. 4 0.7 
I am a person who lives in the SACS district. 375 62.7 
I do not live in the SACS district, but I own property in the SACS 
district. 5 0.8 
I do not live in the SACS district, but I own or operate a business 
in the SACS district.  2 0.3 
* Based on 598 total respondents 
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Public education has to blend together a number of approaches, but if you were forced to 
pick one of the approaches listed below as the primary focus for SACS, which would you 
pick? 

   

All Respondents 
No Children 

Ever in SACS  SACS Teacher 

Freq. 
Valid 

Percent Freq. 
Valid 

Percent Freq. 
Valid 

Percent 
Public education needs to 
prepare students for today’s 
jobs and the jobs of tomorrow. 

262 44.2 9 25.0 27 33.3 

Public education needs to 
enable students to be 
responsible, contributing 
members of society. 

169 28.5 17 47.2 37 45.7 

Public education needs to 
customize education so that it 
helps students master the skills 
that interest them. 

162 27.3 10 27.8 17 21.0 

Total 593 100.0 36 100.0 81 100.0 
 
The respondents to the survey chose the preparing students for today’s jobs and the jobs of 
tomorrow as the primary focus of public education in the 21st Century (44%).  The other two 
approaches were supported by similar percentages (29% and 27%).  Unlike many of the other 
questions, there were differences between categories.  A plurality of those who never had a child 
in SACS and SACS teachers chose enabling students to be responsible, contributing members of 
society as the primary focus (47% and 46%).  These two groups differed in the order of the other 
two approaches.   
 
Now thinking about the same three approaches, which do you think should have the 
least focus in SACS? 
 All Respondents Frequency Valid Percent 
Public education needs to prepare students for 
today’s jobs and the jobs of tomorrow. 96 16.2 

Public education needs to enable students to be 
responsible, contributing members of society. 208 35.2 

Public education needs to customize education so that 
it helps students master the skills that interest them. 287 48.6 

Total 591 100.0 
 
To get a better idea of which approach respondents wanted SACS to take, they were asked 
explicitly which approach should have the least focus in SACS.  Customizing education so that it 
helps students master the skills that interest them was selected most often by all categories as the 
approach that should have the least focus.  This is interesting given that when the respondents 
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were asked to select the approach that should have the most focus, those who have never had a 
child in SACS selected this approach the second most often as the primary focus.  What appears 
to be a contradiction could be the result of the different wording of the question.  It also could be 
an anomaly brought on by the small number of respondents in this category.   
 

If public education in SACS focused on preparing students for today’s jobs and the 
jobs of tomorrow, which of the trade-offs listed below would concern you the most? 

 All Respondents Frequency Valid Percent 
Slow to adapt in the past.  Slow to adapt in the future, 
then technology and curriculum will become outdated. 85 15.9 

Public schools will become the servants of certain 
industries and not society in general. 119 22.2 

Argument over standards will dominate the discussion.  
The focus of education will be on taking tests. 331 61.9 

Total 598 100.0 
 
There is a broadly held concern that an approach that focuses on preparing students for jobs will 
result in arguments over standards and taking tests.  Just over 60% of all respondents cited this as 
the most disconcerting trade-off.  Not surprisingly, this held for all categories.    
 
Respondents were asked what concerned them the most if preparing students for today’s jobs and 
the jobs of tomorrow was the primary focus of public education.  This was an open-ended 
question, but many of the comments reflected the options the respondents saw in the closed-
ended question (see table above).  The respondents also pointed out that any prediction of the 
jobs of tomorrow may be incorrect and that this approach might be limiting in terms of what 
students would be prepared to do for example becoming too focused on technology or becoming 
a trade school.  Finally, the respondents were interested in sticking to the basics of reading, 
writing, math, communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity (a.k.a. the 3 Rs and 
the 4 Cs) because these skills can be utilized across disciplines and are very likely to work in the 
future.     
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If public education in SACS focused on enabling students to be responsible, 
contributing members of society, which of the trade-offs listed below would 
concern you the most? 

 All Respondents Frequency Valid Percent 
Schools will focus on politics in the US and will not 
develop an understanding of world affairs and other 
cultures. 

92 17.4 

Students will be encouraged to engage in activities 
that take them away from core learning activities. 134 25.3 

There is disagreement about what society should, and 
does, value.  This approach could cause conflict. 304 57.4 

Total 530 100.0 
 
When the respondents were asked what trade-off concerned them the most about an approach 
that enables students to be responsible, contributing members of society, close to 60% cited 
disagreements about what society should, and does, value which could result in conflict.  There 
is a theme throughout the survey of limiting conflict and the influence of outside groups.   
 

If public education in SACS focused on an education that was customized so that it helped 
students master the skills that interested the students, which of the trade-offs listed below 
would concern you the most? 

 All Respondents 
No Children 

Ever in SACS SACS Teacher 

   Freq. 
Valid 

Percent Freq. 
Valid 

Percent Freq. 
Valid 

Percent 
Students may not be the best 
people to decide a student’s 
course of study. 

131 24.7 13 34.2 24 28.9 

The education may be lacking 
in core learning activities and 
21st Century skills. 

192 36.2 11 28.9 24 28.9 

There is no guarantee a 
student’s interests will match 
21st Century needs. 

166 31.3 10 26.3 29 34.9 

Schools will become too 
focused and undermine a 
sense of community. 

41 7.7 4 10.5 6 7.2 

Total 530 100.0 38 100.0 83 100.0 
 
The approach that would create customized educations for students had the least agreement 
about the greatest trade-off.  Among all respondents, a lack of core learning activities and 21st 
Century skills was the trade-off that concerned the largest percentage of respondents (36.2%).   
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Among respondents who never had a child in SACS, it was that students may not be the best 
people to decide a student’s course of study (34.2%).  Among SACS teachers, it was that there is 
no guarantee a student’s interests will match 21st Century needs (34.9%).   
 

The discussions held last October suggest that the community is 
interested in a blend of the three approaches, but that the primary 
focus should be on preparing students for today’s jobs and the jobs 
of tomorrow.  Do you strongly agree, agree, somewhat agree, 
somewhat disagree, disagree, or strongly disagree with this being 
the primary approach taken to public education by SACs? 

 All Respondents 
No Children Ever 

in SACS 

   Freq. 
Valid 

Percent Freq. 
Valid 

Percent 
Strongly Agree 109 23.4 2 5.3 
Agree 154 33.0 13 34.2 
Somewhat Agree 125 26.8 14 36.8 
Somewhat Disagree 41 8.8 5 13.2 
Disagree 21 4.5 2 5.3 
Strongly Disagree 16 3.4 2 5.3 
Total 466 100.0 38 100.0 

 
In the deliberative discussions, it was clear that a blend of the three approaches with a primary 
emphasis on preparing students for jobs was the preference.  This survey was a chance to gauge 
what was heard in the deliberative discussions.  When the respondents were presented with a 
blend of the three approaches with an emphasis on preparing students for jobs, 56% of the 
respondents said they agreed or strongly agreed with this option.  The support was not as great 
among the respondents who never had a child in SACS (40%).   
 
The respondents were asked what elements from the other approaches should be included if 
preparing students for today’s jobs and the jobs of tomorrow was the primary focus.  There were 
four themes that emerged.  One was that the students should receive an education that was firmly 
rooted in the basics of the 3 Rs and the 4 Cs.  The second was that the education should be as 
well-rounded as possible, exposing students to as many subjects as possible.  The third was that 
the students should be allowed to explore areas of interest.  Finally, the theme that seemed to 
come through the most was that the students should be prepared to be responsible citizens.  This 
is not particularly surprising given that so many respondents had selected this as the primary 
focus of a public education.   
 
There are terms that appear quite often in discussions of education.  One of them is basic skills.  
In the survey, respondents were asked what they thought the basic skills were for elementary, 
middle, and high school students.  While there might be varying definitions of basic skills, 
reading, writing, and math would be expected to appear on most lists and they did in this case.  
Also appearing on the list were communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity.  
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Given the support that appears to exist for a well-rounded education and the emphasis on STEM 
that is part of the public discussion about education, history, art, and science made the list as 
well.  Finally, the respondents recognized that elementary school is about development beyond 
basic skills like the 3 Rs and the 4 Cs.  It also is about helping the students learn how to interact 
with other people, particularly working with, and being around other people.   
 
When asked what basic skills for middle school students were, respondents quite often made 
reference to building on the skills learned in elementary school especially the 3 Rs and the 4 Cs.  
The list of skills expanded to include more social sciences and humanities, but these skills were 
not as prominent the expansion of the basic skills.  Just as elementary school students were 
expected to learn things beyond the 3 Rs and 4 Cs, respondents also wanted middle school 
students to be developing what might be called life skills.  These would include things like 
personal finance, study skills, etiquette, time management, independence, and respect.  One other 
skill for middle school students that came up quite often was problem solving.   
 
It is safe to say that the respondents expect students at all levels to be developing their reading, 
writing, and math skills as well as their skills in science, social sciences, and humanities, and 
also their communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity.  In addition to building 
a greater mastery of these skills, the respondents want high school students to be learning how to 
apply these skills in ways that prepare the students for college and careers.  This ties into the 
respondents’ belief that high school students should be exploring careers that will require a 
college education and those that will not and that high school students should be allowed to dive 
deeper into some subjects.  A final theme that emerged was that high school students should be 
working more and more independently.   
 
There are four skills that are discussed as basic skills for 
public education in the 21st Century.  Those skills are 
communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and 
creativity.  How important do you think these skills are 
for students in SACS to master? 
 All Respondents Frequency Valid Percent 
Very important 355 77.3 
Somewhat important 92 20.0 
Not very important 11 2.4 
Not at all important 1 0.2 
Total 459 100.0 

 
The deliberative discussions covered the 3Rs, but also covered the 4Cs.  These skills are 
uniformly popular among the respondents with more than ¾ of the respondents saying these 
skills are very important.  When somewhat important is added to very important, the percentage 
jumps to 97%.  This high support carries across all categories.   
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The State of Indiana evaluates the success rate of schools and school districts 
based on standardized tests such as the ISTEP+ and a new test called the 
College- and Career-Readiness Transition Assessment.  How important are 
these test scores to you when evaluating the quality of the education students 
receive in SACS?  Are these very important, somewhat important, not very 
important, not at all important, or do you not know enough about them to make 
an informed decision? 

 All Respondents SACS Graduate 

   Freq. 
Valid 

Percent Freq. 
Valid 

Percent 
Very important 29 6.4 0 0.0 
Somewhat important 182 39.9 17 45.9 
Not very important 149 32.7 16 43.2 
Not at all important 73 16.0 4 10.8 
Do not know enough about the tests 
to make an informed decision 23 5.0 0 0.0 

Total 456 100.0 37 100.0 
 
Testing students dominates many of the discussions about education policy and the subject 
certainly came up during the deliberative discussions and in the survey.  The people who took 
part in the discussions and who responded to the survey do not put the emphasis on test scores 
when evaluating the quality of education in SACS that is suggested by the emphasis on testing 
seen in the policy debate.  More than 70% of the respondents considered the scores not very 
important or somewhat important when evaluating the quality of the education SACS students 
receive.  This finding carried across all categories, but was more pronounced among SACS 
graduate.  None of the SACS graduates considered the test scores to be very important when 
evaluating quality and the percent considering it to be somewhat or not very important jumped to 
89%.   
 
When asked how the respondents judged the quality of the education in SACS, the answers went 
down two tracks.  There were respondents who judged the quality, which on the whole, was 
quite good.  More interesting were the statements about the ways respondents judged the quality 
of the education in SACS.  There were respondents who judged quality by looking at test scores 
and other measures.  Although not a dominant theme, there were respondents who said that any 
assessment must be both formative and summative.  Some respondents judged the quality of 
SACS by comparing SACS to other districts on a variety of measures including the state tests.  
Others judged SACS by the success of students after high school.  There was a heavy bias 
toward acceptance to college and success in college as the preferred measures, but success after 
high school also meant success in the workplace whether a college degree was earned or not.  
There were respondents who acknowledged that measuring success this way would be difficult 
since the success cannot be known until, in some cases, many years after high school.  
Frequently, respondents were judging SACS based on the curriculum and the work they saw 
students doing.  There were a variety of other qualitative measures that respondents used to judge 
the quality of SACS.  For example, some judged quality based on the growth of students, quite 
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often growth of individual students.  This could be growth in mastery of a subject area, but it also 
could be maturation demonstrated by students making good decisions.  Some respondents judged 
SACS by the satisfaction of the student.  In other words, did the student like going to school and 
like learning.   Finally, respondents judged SACS by the interactions they have had with teachers 
and administrators.  
 
There were a number of comments in the discussions 
about the importance of having people from the 
community interact with the students (e.g. classroom 
visits, field trips).  How important is this to you? 
 All Respondents Frequency Valid Percent 
Very important 194 43.3 
Somewhat important 196 43.8 
Not very important 46 10.3 
Not at all important 12 2.7 
Total 448 100.0 

 
Respondents appear to be interested in having students interact with members of the community.  
Just over 87% of the respondents said it was very important or somewhat important for people 
from the community to interact with students through things like field trips and classroom visits.   
 
Respondents were asked why interaction with the community was important.  They saw the 
interaction as an opportunity for students to see the application of what was being learned, as an 
alternative way to learn, as a way to break the monotony, and as part of career preparation.  They 
also saw an opportunity for parents to be a part of their children’s formal education.  
Pragmatically, some of the respondents saw the interaction as part of building relationships with 
the community so that the community would be more willing to support SACS financially and in 
other ways.  While it was not a dominant theme, there were respondents who saw the interaction 
as an opportunity for students to see that things may not be easy.  Finally, not all of the 
comments were positive.  There were many respondents who saw interactions such as field trips 
and in-class visits as distractions that take away from learning.   
 
How important is it to you that SACS develop 
relationships with community partners such as area 
businesses and non-profit organizations?  Would you 
say that it is very important, somewhat important, 
not very important, or not at all important? 
 All Respondents Frequency Valid Percent 
Very important 166 37.1 
Somewhat important 225 50.2 
Not at all important 49 10.9 
Not at all important 8 1.8 
Total 448 100.0 
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Given that respondents are interested in 21st Century public education focusing on job skills and 
engagement with the community, it is not surprising to see that 87% of the respondents said 
building relationships between SACS and organizations as very important or somewhat 
important.  What is interesting about this result is that the support is softer here than in other 
places.  Just over 1/3 (37%) of the respondents said this was very important, but that is lower 
than the percentage of respondents who said having student interact with members of the 
community is very important.   
 
Respondents were asked why it was important to develop relationships with community partners 
and the responses were similar to those for why interacting with the community was important.  
There also was a strong caution issued by the respondents that no particular organization or 
group be able to exercise undue influence over what happens in SACS.   
 
A number of people at the discussions mentioned 
requiring service learning projects.  Do you strongly 
agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree with this 
requirement? 
 All Respondents Frequency Valid Percent 
Strongly Agree 104 23.4 
Agree 142 32.0 
Somewhat Agree 116 26.1 
Strongly Disagree 37 8.3 
Disagree 28 6.3 
Strongly Disagree 17 3.8 
Total 444 100.0 

 
One of the ways that students engage with the community is through service learning projects.  
Support for this was not nearly as strong as it was for having student interact with community 
members or SACS developing relationships with community partners.   
 
The majority of comments about service learning projects were positive, but there were many 
negative comments as well.  On the positive side, respondents saw service learning projects as a 
way to develop relationships with the community, apply what was being learned, build character 
and provide an opportunity for students to be socially responsible.  On the negative side, 
respondents saw service learning projects as an additional requirement for students, as a 
distraction, and as the responsibility of the family and church.  It was mentioned by quite a few 
respondents that if service learning project were to be done, they should be extra credit and not 
required.  There was agreement that the details of service learning projects will matter quite a bit.  
Any service learning project will have to be meaningful to the students and tied to course work.   

 

i http://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cmd.asp#info 
ii CBS News Poll. Jan. 6-10, 2010. N=1,216 adults nationwide (MoE ± 3), including 240 parents of children in 
grades K-12 (MoE ± 6).  Accessed via www.pollingreport.com August 31, 2014. 
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Southwest Allen County School District 
Discussion Follow-up Survey 

Winter 2015 
 
 
In October of 2014, the Mike Downs Center for Indiana Politics facilitated discussions about the 
role of public schools in the 21st Century for the Southwest Allen County School District 
(SACS). The discussions were held at five location and presented three approaches public 
education could take as well as some of the trade-offs of each of these approaches. You can find 
a document describing the three approaches and the trade-offs here 
http://sacs.schoolwires.net/cms/lib07/IN01907860/Centricity/Domain/4/Issue%20Guide.pdf.  
 
As a follow-up to the discussions, SACS is asking for your input. Answers to the following 
questions will provide more information regarding some of the issues raised during the 
discussions. Please take a few minutes to provide your input. Answering these questions is 
voluntary.  
 
Thank you. 
 

1. Public education has to blend together a number of approaches, but if you were forced to 
pick one of the approaches listed below as the primary focus for SACS, which would you 
pick? 

a. Public education needs to prepare students for today’s jobs and the jobs of 
tomorrow. 

b. Public education needs to enable students to be responsible, contributing members 
of society.  

c. Public education needs to customize education so that it helps students master the 
skills that interest them.   

2. Now thinking about the same three approaches, which do you think should have the least 
focus in SACS? 

a. Public education needs to prepare students for today’s jobs and the jobs of 
tomorrow. 

b. Public education needs to enable students to be responsible, contributing members 
of society.  

c. Public education needs to customize education so that it helps students master the 
skills that interest them.   

3. If public education in SACS focused on preparing students for today’s jobs and the jobs 
of tomorrow, which of the trade-offs listed below would concern you the most? 

a. Schools have been slow to adapt in the past.  If they are slow to adapt in the 
future, then the technology and curriculum will become outdated. 

b. Public schools will become the servants of certain industries and not society in 
general. 

c. The argument over standards will dominate the discussion of what education 
should be and the focus of education will be on taking tests.   

4. If public education in SACS focused on enabling students to be responsible, contributing 
members of society, which of the trade-offs listed below would concern you the most? 
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a. Schools will focus on politics in the United States and will not develop an 
understanding of world affairs and other cultures. 

b. Students will be encouraged to engage in activities that take them away from core 
learning activities such as reading, writing, and arithmetic.   

c. There is disagreement about what society should, and does, value.  This approach 
could cause conflict 

5. If public education in SACS focused on an education that was customized so that it 
helped students master the skills that interested the students, which of the trade-offs listed 
below would concern you the most? 

a. Students may not be the best people to decide a student’s course of study. 
b. The education may be lacking in core learning activities and 21st Century skills. 
c. There is no guarantee a student’s interests will match 21st Century needs. 
d. Schools will become too focused and undermine a sense of community. 

6. The discussions held last October suggest that the community is interested in a blend of 
the three approaches, but that the primary focus should be on preparing students for 
today’s jobs and the jobs of tomorrow.  Do you strongly agree, agree, somewhat agree, 
somewhat disagree, disagree, or strongly disagree with this being the primary approach 
taken to public education by SACs? 

a. Strongly agree 
b. Agree 
c. Somewhat agree 
d. Somewhat disagree 
e. Disagree 
f. Strongly disagree 

7. If SACS focuses on preparing students for today’s jobs and the jobs of tomorrow, what is 
the greatest concern you have?  OPEN ENDED 

8. If SACS focuses on preparing students for today’s jobs and the jobs of tomorrow, what 
elements of the other approaches do you think are important to include?  OPEN ENDED 

9. A common comment about public education in the 21st Century is that it needs to focus 
on basic skills.  What would you consider to be basic skills  for: 

a. Elementary school students: OPEN ENDED 
b. Middle school students: OPEN ENDED 
c. High school students: OPEN ENDED 

10. There are four skills that are discussed as basic skills for public education in the 21st 
Century.  Those skills are communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity.  
How important do you think these skills are for students in SACS to master?   

a. Very important 
b. Somewhat important 
c. Not very important 
d. Not at all important 

11. The State of Indiana evaluates the success rate of schools and school districts based on 
standardized tests such as the ISTEP+ and a new test called the College- and Career-
Readiness Transition Assessment.  How important are these test scores to you when 
evaluating the quality of the education students receive in SACS?  Are these very 
important, somewhat important, not very important, not at all important, or do you not 
know enough about them to make an informed decision? 
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a. Very important 
b. Somewhat important 
c. Not very important 
d. Not at all important 
e. Do not know enough about the tests to make an informed decision 

12.  How do you judge the quality of the education students receive in SACS?  OPEN 
ENDED 

13. Do you have children in SACS this academic year?   
a. Yes 
b. No 

14. There were a number of comments in the discussions about the importance of having 
people from the community interact with the students (e.g. classroom visits, field trips).  
How important is this to you? 

a. Very important 
b. Somewhat important 
c. Not very important 
d. Not at all important 
e. Why?  OPEN ENDED 

15. How important is it to you that SACS develop relationships with community partners 
such as area businesses and non-profit organizations?  Would you say that it is very 
important, somewhat important, not very important, or not at all important?   

a. Very important 
b. Somewhat important 
c. Not very important 
d. Not at all important 
e. Why?  OPEN ENDED 

16. A number of people at the discussions mentioned requiring service learning projects.  Do 
you strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree with this requirement? 

a. Strongly agree 
b. Agree 
c. Somewhat agree 
d. Somewhat disagree 
e. Disagree 
f. Strongly disagree 
g. Why?  OPEN ENDED 

17. Would you be willing to participate as a presenter at career days or career fairs or help 
recruit participants? 

a. Yes 
b. No 
c. IF YES, Please send your contact information to NAME.   

18. Did you attend any of the public discussions about the role of public education in the 21st 
Century that were held in October of 2014?   

a. Yes 
b. No 

19. Please mark all that apply. 
a. I have children attending SACS school(s) this year. 
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b. I have children who attended SACS school(s) in the past. 
c. I have school-aged children who do not attend SACS. 
d. I have children who did not attend SACS schools. 
e. I do not have any children in SACS schools and have never had any children 

attend SACS school(s).   
f. Other ______________________ 

20. Please mark all that apply.   
a. I am a SACS student. 
b. I am a SACS graduate.   
c. I am a teacher in SACS. 
d. I am an administrator in SACS. 
e. I am a person who lives in the SACS district. 
f. I do not live in the SACS district, but I own property in the SACS district 
g. I do not live in the SACS district, but I own or operate a business in the SACS 

district  
h. Other __________________________ 
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Frequency Valid Percent
Public education needs to prepare 
students for today’s jobs and the jobs of 
tomorrow. 262 44.2

Public education needs to enable 
students to be responsible, contributing 
members of society. 169 28.5

Public education needs to customize 
education so that it helps students 
master the skills that interest them. 162 27.3

Total 593 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
Public education needs to prepare 
students for today’s jobs and the jobs of 
tomorrow. 96 16.2

Public education needs to enable 
students to be responsible, contributing 
members of society. 208 35.2

Public education needs to customize 
education so that it helps students 
master the skills that interest them. 287 48.6

Total 591 100.0

Frequency Table

Public education has to blend together a number of approaches, but if you were forced to 
pick one of the approaches listed below as the primary focus for SACS, which would you 

pick?

Valid

Now thinking about the same three approaches, which do you think should have the least 
focus in SACS?

Valid
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Frequency Valid Percent
Slow to adapt in the past.  Slow to 
adapt in the future, then technology and 
curriculum will become outdated. 85 15.9

Public schools will become the servants 
of certain industries and not society in 
general. 119 22.2

Argument over standards will dominate 
the discussion.  The focus of education 
will be on taking tests. 331 61.9

598

Frequency Valid Percent
Schools will focus on politics in the US 
and will not develop an understanding 
of world affairs and other cultures. 92 17.4

Students will be encouraged to engage 
in activities that take them away from 
core learning activities. 134 25.3

There is disagreement about what 
society should, and does, value.  This 
approach could cause conflict. 304 57.4

Total 530 100.0

Valid

If public education in SACS focused on preparing students for today’s jobs and the jobs of 
tomorrow, which of the trade-offs listed below would concern you the most?

Valid

Total

If public education in SACS focused on enabling students to be responsible, contributing 
members of society, which of the trade-offs listed below would concern you the most?
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Frequency Valid Percent
Students may not be the best people to 
decide a student’s course of study. 131 24.7

The education may be lacking in core 
learning activities and 21st Century 
skills. 192 36.2

There is no guarantee a student’s 
interests will match 21st Century needs.

166 31.3

Schools will become too focused and 
undermine a sense of community. 41 7.7

Total 530 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
Strongly Agree 109 23.4
Agree 154 33.0
Somewhat Agree 125 26.8
Somewhat Disagree 41 8.8
Disagree 21 4.5
Strongly Disagree 16 3.4
Total 466 100.0

Valid

If public education in SACS focused on an education that was customized so that it helped 
students master the skills that interested the students, which of the trade-offs listed below 

would concern you the most?

Valid

The discussions held last October suggest that the community is interested in a blend of 
the three approaches, but that the primary focus should be on preparing students for 

today’s jobs and the jobs of tomorrow.  Do you strongly agree, agree, somewhat agree, 
somewhat disagree, disagree, or strongly disagree with this being the primary approach 

taken to public education by SACs?
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Frequency Valid Percent
Very important 355 77.3
Somewhat important 92 20.0
Not very important 11 2.4
Not at all important 1 .2
Total 459 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
Very important 29 6.4
Somewhat important 182 39.9
Not very important 149 32.7
Not at all important 73 16.0
Do not know enough about the tests to 
make an informed decision 23 5.0

Total 456 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
No 79 17.4
Yes 375 82.6
Total 454 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
Very important 194 43.3
Somewhat important 196 43.8
Not very important 46 10.3
Not at all important 12 2.7
Total 448 100.0

Valid

Valid

Do you have children in SACS this academic year?

Valid

There were a number of comments in the discussions about the importance of having 
people from the community interact with the students (e.g. classroom visits, field trips).  

How important is this to you?

There are four skills that are discussed as basic skills for public education in the 21st 
Century.  Those skills are communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity.  

How important do you think these skills are for students in SACS to master?

Valid

The State of Indiana evaluates the success rate of schools and school districts based on 
standardized tests such as the ISTEP+ and a new test called the College- and Career-
Readiness Transition Assessment.  How important are these test scores to you when 

evaluating the quality of the education students receive in SACS?  Are these very important, 
somewhat important, not very important, not at all important, or do you not know enough 

about them to make an informed decision?
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Frequency Valid Percent
Very important 166 37.1
Somewhat important 225 50.2
Not at all important 49 10.9
Not at all important 8 1.8
Total 448 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
Strongly Agree 104 23.4
Agree 142 32.0
Somewhat Agree 116 26.1
Strongly Disagree 37 8.3
Disagree 28 6.3
Strongly Disagree 17 3.8
Total 444 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
No 394 89.1
Yes 48 10.9
Total 442 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
No 229 38.3
Yes 369 61.7
Total 598 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
No 415 69.4
Yes 183 30.6
Total 598 100.0

Valid

I have children who attended SACS school(s) in the past.

Valid

Valid

Did you attend any of the public discussions about the role of public education in the 21st 
Century that were held in October of 2014?

Valid

I have children attending SACS school(s) this year.

How important is it to you that SACS develop relationships with community partners such 
as area businesses and non-profit organizations?  Would you say that it is very important, 

somewhat important, not very important, or not at all important?

Valid

A number of people at the discussions mentioned requiring service learning projects.  Do 
you strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree with this requirement?
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Frequency Valid Percent
No 571 95.5
Yes 27 4.5
Total 598 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
No 572 95.7
Yes 26 4.3
Total 598 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
No 560 93.6
Yes 38 6.4
Total 598 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
No 591 98.8
Yes 7 1.2
Total 598 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
No 560 93.6
Yes 38 6.4
Total 598 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
No 515 86.1
Yes 83 13.9
Total 598 100.0

Valid

I am a teacher in SACS.

Valid

Valid

I am a SACS student.

Valid

I am a SACS graduate.

Valid

I have children who did not attend SACS schools.

Valid

I do not have any children in SACS schools and have never had any children attend SACS 
school(s).

I have school-aged children who do not attend SACS.
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Frequency Valid Percent
No 594 99.3
Yes 4 .7
Total 598 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
No 223 37.3
Yes 375 62.7
Total 598 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
No 593 99.2
Yes 5 .8
Total 598 100.0

Frequency Valid Percent
No 596 99.7
Yes 2 .3
Total 598 100.0

Valid

I do not live in the SACS district, but I own or operate a business in the SACS district

Valid

Valid

I am a person who lives in the SACS district.

Valid

I do not live in the SACS district, but I own property in the SACS district

I am an administrator in SACS.
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If SACS focuses on preparing students for today’s jobs and the jobs of tomorrow, what is the greatest concern 
you have?  
"Losing" the students that are not good at STEM.
A focus on STEM could mean removing the "arts", which are essential for children to explore.

A school's focus should be on readying our children to contribute to society as a whole and to understand the 
relationship between all of our institutions in forming a civil and responsible society.  We cannot simply be a jobs 
training program.  Industry can create its own apprenticeship programs for its workers and pay for that itself.
Ability to have the resources in both teachers and technologies to be successful 
Adapting this approach to the middle and elementary levels.
An over-emphasis on testing could be a concern.  A curriculum skewed toward math and science courses that do 
not fit the strengths of every student.  Students might be forced to follow a path that simply does not fit their 
talents and strengths, even though they would be "job ready."
availability of technology
Because all children learn differently not all children are STEM learners. You will be forcing some children to 
learn something they have a hard time with. They will struggle and become disinterested. 
Being able to actively participate in their education without the knowledge to support them myself.
Can you guarantee what the jobs of tomorrow are going to be? I think not. Better to build a core of skills and 
adaptability to be able to fill other jobs/roles. 
Challenging them with the technical skills necessary to succeed but not creating discouragement if they struggle 
and to continue their efforts to move forward regardless of the challenges presented with their science, math and 
technology limitations early on as Freshman and Sophomores..  
Companies that invest the most in education will be able to decide what is important in today's education, 
whether or not those standards are "the best."

consist funding and making sure no learning gaps exist between econnmic clases due to evolving technology.
Constant testing and political involvement at the state level.  Micro managing from the Governors office
Core skills of Language, math, social studies,  and science still need to be taught.
costs, up to date educators and hardware
Curriculum too narrow.
Developing a well rounded individual would potentially be lacking. Tapping into every content area exposes the 
student to new opportunities and can help them better decide what route to take post graduation. Colleges and 
universities should be the primary resource used to focus on preparing a student for their future career. K-12 
education should focus on building the student and finding their strengths which in turn helps to prepare them for 
college or a career after graduation.
Disregard for non-STEM subject matter and overemphasis on test scores
Education is not simply vocational. Part of education is learning how to be a critical thinker and a civic participant 
- not simply a job-filler.
Education's primary focus on jobs and working is too narrow. 
E-learning
Ensuring our students are given learning experiences that prepare them for global mindedness and international 
competition of jobs.
Ensuring that our students develop skill sets that are adaptable in a world environment that seems to be 
constantly evolving
Even employers don't understand what skills are really needed for the jobs of tomorrow.

Every job has on-the job training that is unique in all places. All jobs train their workers how to complete specific 
tasks. Formal training learned in a classroom is often "thrown out the window" once the job starts.    The great 
recession has led to an emotional response to this topic. People are worried about young adults of the future 
finding work, because that has been a recent struggle. Once the economy rebounds, this strategy will become 
outdated because finding a job will not be as difficult as it has been in recent years. 
Everybody wanting to have an office job. How do we know what the jobs of tomorrow are?
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expectations often too high

Focus on things that do not include the arts. Arts education has been shown to be extremely valuable when it 
comes to brain development and understanding other complex studies such as math or language structure. 
Focus only on technology and lose liberal arts and other areas that do not fall into technology category
Focus to much on testing.

Focusing on technology and not creative thinking. There is nothing that needs to change with education except 
how to practice the basic skills of reading, math and creative thinking. There has been too much focus on using 
technology and forgetting the actual educational goal. Technology has become a distraction. 
Focusing on the jobs.  These kids will change jobs and need a general education to be able to switch. 
Focusing too much on this with the youngest of students.  While our ultimate goal should be preparing them, part 
of that preparation needs to value the importance of being a child.
Forcing all students to be college mindset. Not all students are college bound. Schools should be better in 
providing more examples and exposure to many different jobs with many different education levels.  
Governmental interventions/control
Having jobs for them. Indiana is still part of the rust belt and they may have to leave Indiana to get jobs

Having taught in a STEM school before, I felt that a lot of motivation behind this approach became clouded with 
people in politics and business.  Specific stake holders over stepped their boundaries in promoting products or 
their businesses to make money for themselves and the best interest of the students was lost. Additionally, I felt 
that some foundation of student learning was lost, the gap was too big, and that some preparation was needed in 
order to implement 21st century curriculum. For example, emphasis in working in small groups to foster 
collaboration, critical thinking, problem solving skills etc.  Great idea overall, but their was no education in 
teaching students  HOW TO WORK TOGETHER. In my past experience, they put kids in small groups, gave 
them a tasks, and then scored them on 21st century skills. Students were shamed for not knowing how or what 
role to take on in that small group and their scores suffered.  Group dynamics would have to be a part of the 
curriculum to see this approach succeed.  That is where a blend of approach 2 and 3 would have to play vital 
roles in public education as well. Finally, I would like to see higher education take on some of this responsibility 
as well.  Maybe the focus is not just k-12 but k-12+.

High school is a time to learn the foundation for HOW to learn and to learn the basics of language, writing, 
history, math, not to train for a technological field for later in life.  Save that for university and beyond.
How are you going to get National Honor Society members, Band students, and athletes from using drugs. And 
kids from selling  their adheral to other students.
How do we determine which jobs each student is prepared for.
How do we have any idea what the jobs of the future truly look like? In addition, as job trends change, how 
quickly will the schools be able to adapt to that new paradigm?
How do we know what the "jobs of tomorrow" will be?  Life's not all about science & technology.  While STEM is 
important, education can't be a one size fits all endeavor.  Students should be permitted, and more importantly, 
encouraged to pursue paths that hold their interests and their passion. Music, arts, as well as STEM courses 
should be available for all students.  Let them decide their own future, and don't try to squeeze them all into one 
mold.
How do we know what those jobs will be?
How will we know what the jobs of tomorrow are?  We need to focus on creating life long learners with strong 
critical thinking and problem solving skills who can adapt to our ever changing society.
I am concerned that there will be too much focus on job/technology training and not enough free thinking. 
I am concerned that those students that are not at the top of their class, such as those that struggle in a class 
that is necessary for these jobs of the future, will not get the extra help they need.  Our school focuses too much 
on the "cream of the crop" and not enough on helping those that struggle.
I am concerned that we are preparing students for jobs that may not be there in the future, and not educating the 
students, but preparing them.
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I am concerned with the costs of continually upgrading technology and fear we would lose out more in the areas 
or art and music.

I am preparing (and educating) my children to be successful individuals on a larger stage than simply Indiana.  I 
applaud SACS for holding our students against some of the best districts in the country, not simply in the State of 
Indiana.  The focus for our students should be success on a larger stage than merely the state and I do not want 
the curriculum to be primarily determined by what drive's IN's economy.

I believe in preparing students for the jobs of tomorrow, but I worry we put too much emphasis on technology. 
I don't have one.
I feel that education at the high school level is about exploring and finding out what interests students have.  It 
seems that we are pushing young people to determine their career path at such an early age that they feel 
trapped and anxious.  I think a more multi-dimensional approach would better serve the youth of our community.  
One that exposes them to a variety of possibilities to spark interest and a connection to what they want their 
future to look like.
I have a high school student & still has NO idea on what they want to do when they grow up!  Then what?  How 
are we preparing for future jobs...too pushy on this view & making them pick too soon.
I have a special needs child-so it that curriculum still going to be flexible enough to allow for growth and flexibility 
among this children.  
I see this being an issue for children who may struggle with math and science and the indicator of success would 
be testing. 
I think that all students should have a strong liberal arts background and i'm afraid if we were to only focus on 
viewing school as a way to get a job, students will miss out on an enriching part of school.

I think there is too much focus on college. I believe some students need the option of vocational training, etc.
I think this approach might steer too far towards preparing students for college. Students should be prepared to 
take the next step in their education, whether that is college, technical college, job, armed services, etc. I think 
we are already teaching to the test and not the abilities of students.

I think this will push us to worry too much about standards and passing tests. I think if we teach our children what 
is going on in the world and how they can be important members of society, we will be preparing them for jobs. 
I want my child to pursue a career that interests him. Not to be told what career he should pursue. 
I would be concerned if students were not interested in the STEM fields, they would lack motivation.

I would be concerned that arts/music and other important programs would be cut because they aren't jobs of the 
future but are however important to some students and provides a break from the rigor of core courses.
I would be concerned that the students don't get a fully rounded education. They still need the arts. 
I would be concerned that the whole childs needs are not addressed.  We need to prepare them for the world but 
prepare them to be contributing members to society.
I would like therected to be options for students who don't fit this mold. Also How Long Does It Take For 
Teachers To Be Trained?
If the primary focus is only STEM subjects, then students who are genuinely interested in music, art, literature 
and other humanities will be left out or forced to choose something they are not interested in pursuing for a 
career.

If we are preparing them to be productive members of society-it will prepare them for jobs of today and tomorrow.
Ignoring the facts that some students will not be learning the skills or trades that are interested/skilled to do and 
instead will be subjected to a core curriculum based on society's beliefs of what is most important in the job 
market.  
It may be too narrowly focused and not allow them to experience other avenues.
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It will be great for students skilled in STEM but will leave students gifted in the Humanities feeling lost, not 
needed or valued.  This is a valid concern because it is already happening at SACS, especially in middle and 
high school.
It will be outdated before it gets started.
It will have few options or narrow in scope and dominated by what a particular business thinks the trends will be 
and not actually what is happening.
It will leave students who aren't strong and/or gifted in STEM struggling to succeed. 
It's not clear to me that the job of K-12 education is job preparation - if what is meant by this is job readiness after 
high school graduation.  What seems clear is that many of today's and tomorrow's jobs require post-high school 
education - community college, 4 year university, etc.  The goal of K-12 education should be to provide a solid 
and well-rounded academic base that includes STEM but also emphasizes composition/writing, critical thinking, 
and ethics.  I believe it's also important to maintain a strong vocational track for those students whose needs and 
interests are best met in this way.  Even in SWAC, not all of our children will go on to be doctors, lawyers, 
engineers, etc.
Job based skills are constantly changing.  How many jobs are there for blacksmiths today?
Jobs of the future are hard to predict at the elementary level. 
Keeping content current. Taking too many tests. Tests are not the only way to determine understanding. 
Keeping the curriculum current and relevant.
Keeping up to speed on changes that will affect students in the not to distant future  Changes such as the ones 
discussed here will take 2-3 years to ramp up  By then they could be antiquated
Keeping up with Technology
Keeping up with technology 
keeping up with technology!
Keeping up with the technology.
Keeping up-to-date with technology and making sure that other key areas are not left behind.

Kids today, as witnessed in Mike Dices' video's and Jay Leno's man on the street do not know anything about 
our country or its founding or laws...this is why we get an Obama elected to office.  We need people who know 
what our country means and how important being a good citizen is.  We need civics because kids today are so 
rude and morality is out the window.  We need to focus on good citizens then jobs.
Kids we aren't interested in those "popular" fields of study will be left behind. I am also concerned that my special 
ed student won't be included in that focus.
Kids with mild disabilities 
Kids won't have the chance to figure out what they want to do because focus will be on today's jobs. Kids should 
have the chance to discover what jobs and interests they have first.
knowing, understanding and planning for jobs none of us have any idea what they are....change happens so fast 
we can't keep up or know the future
Knowledge of our universe, our world and our country that is essential to making good decisions necessary in 
our democratic society would be lacking.
Lack of funding from the state to make education work. Specifically, too many students in each class.
lack of individuality to focus on the student's interests
lack of interest on the part of students   lack of development of creativity and innovation  are we teaching 
students to adapt to future needs and be good learners? 
Lack of plan 2
Lack of student work ethic and parental involvement for students of middle school age, puts  too many students 
far behind when they enter high school.  It is hard to play catch up.
Lack of teaching about history, as students believe learning about the past does nothing to prepare them for the 
future.
Learning the basics and our history as a country
Learning the basics of everyday life of an independent person. Civics and real life learning situations need to be 
taught.
Life should involved more than jobs.

148



Limiting the focus to technology, math, science.  What about the students who thrive in the arts?  
Losing focus on core educational values. 
Losing the arts and music portion of education if the schools is narrowly focused on just jobs
Losing the personalization approach of. Yielding relationships.  This has to remain a critical focus.

Loss of focus on the students' interest in the arts, music, family and consumer sciences, and physical education.  
Loss of interest and difficulty of learning for some individuals.

Loss of well rounded academic education for all students to enable opportunity for career/life choices later on. 
Making sure that application of theory is part of the education. Students learn more through applied practice to 
understand relevancy. 
making sure that they are getting the most up to date education using the best tools.
Many of the jobs of tomorrow are still being determined so it is hard to prepare them for the unknown. 

Many students -- including all 3 of mine -- are not particularly interested in STEM field jobs. What is left for them?
Many students don't know what job they will have or want. Some may still discover this in college years.
Measuring success seems to be lacking across the board in all public schools.  From my perspective it seems as 
though teachers and the teachers unions seem to wish to avoid being measured in objective ways.  In the 
business world this does not work and I believe that is one of the primary reasons American Public schools score 
so poorly among other civilized countries of the world.  
Missing some of the basic skills needed to be a citizen. Too much focus on technology.
Money for technology needed to offer these courses
More "special" subjects will be taken/removed from the system.  As a parent, one of the biggest mistakes I 
beleive SACS made was removing the Science Teachers from the elementary schools. I worry about students 
not having the option of exploring other areas of interest.....I worry that music, physical education and art are 
next on the chopping block!!
My biggest concern is that imagination and creativity will be stifled because the slow movement towards learning 
tomorrow's technology today.
My concern is that students will not develop critical thinking skills and a lifelong love of learning that will enable 
them to adapt to any future changes. They need to see themselves as responsible citizens of the world and not 
just short-sighted automatons. Also, DO NOT eliminate music and fine arts from the curriculum. Brain science 
and education research on the subject show that arts education has a profound positive effect on all other areas 
of learning.
My concern is that we will turn out a society of technically gifted drones that only know how to calculate "plug and 
chug". I worry that creativity and imagination will suffer.
My concern is the potential lack of focus on global jobs, or trying to conjecture what kind of jobs to prepare 
students for in the 21st century. We might "miss the mark".
My concern would be about having them engage in their community.

My concern would be that high school would be more of a "trade school" instead of a learning environment.
My greatest concern is losing their ability to be kids.  While it's great to prepare and learn, I don't want the whole 
focus of my child's education to be on jobs.  They will have the rest of their lives to be adults and have job 
responsibilities.  School is not only a place of learning and growing, but also to be a kid.
My greatest concern is that classes such as gym, art and music would be seen as "secondary" in importance. I 
would like to see the technology incorporated into these areas also.
My greatest concern is that individual opinions, political or otherwise creep into the curriculum.
My greatest concern is that the "arts" will go by the wayside. Students need to have the option of taking creative 
classes in addition to the core classes.
My greatest concern is that this may take too much focus away from reading, writing, and math skills..
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My main concern would be what core academic skills get slighted because of focus preparing for the jobs of 
tomorrow.  Are we to educate the student as a whole, or are we to focus on specific skills?  I think having a 
variety of program types can help the students whether that be the academia route, technology, nursing, etc.

Needs continue to change. Continually focusing on job development may require retooling and lose focus on a 
balance of community and individual needs. Job prep has long been addressed in Secondary programs, 
including tech and trade schools, undergraduate and graduate programs. What's the rush?
No Concern
No concerns.  This needs to be the primary focus of our school system.
No one is prepared for the jobs of tomorrow. By the time we know what those are the jobs become outdated And 
hence our curriculum is never at par. 
None
None
None
None, personal interest development should be the responsibility of the parents.  I would like my children to 
establish skills in reading, writing, math and science that will allow them to present and pursue their interests in 
an educated manner.  There are too many children and too many varying and changing  interests for schools to 
focus on.  Focus should be on educating them in universal necessities that will always be needed no matter what 
they later pursue in life.
Not a broad enough curriculum.
Not all jobs require a college education. Students should also be encouraged to consider trade school, 
apprenticeships, etc. as a means of higher education.
Not all students fit into one box.  To make them focus on things that they are not interested in will just make them 
fail.  Focus needs to be on the individual and what interests them.  We are turning away from trades that kids 
need to learn to not teach is not actually preparing them for future jobs.
Not all students will be preparing for jobs but for life. There is so much more to a student life than a job. I feel that 
preparing only for jobs will turn students into robots.
Not all students will want that as their field of study. Some may choose a different road and may lead to 
frustration for some. 

Not every child will be able or have the skills for these jobs.. Then where do they fall in the learning process
Not every student will fall into this model.  What happens to them.  You also assume that manufacturing has 
gone away, it has not.  Look at the northeast Indiana area, there is significant manufacturing.  From "low tech" to 
"high tech" and in between.  If you focus is in one area and there's a paradigm shift, your in trouble.  There needs 
to be a balance of focusing on the future and supporting current careers.
Not everyone is interested in or good at STEM courses. I loathe reading on electronics. I am getting along 
perfectly well without having gone any further than Algebra 2. And while science is somewhat interesting, I 
valued and loved tge social studies courses more. And I am not even remotely interested in engineering. I think 
it's presumptuous of a school system to believe that all of its students would be interested in STEM courses. 
Also, student interests and abilities haven't changed just bc of advancements in the world. Today's students are 
the same as yesterday's students. They're just growing up in an age of technology. That in itself does not mean 
SACS needs to soley or even halfway cater to what is happening in the world. SACS needs to cater to her 
students needs and wants. 
Not focus on fundamentals of mathematics, science, language and art.  
Not having enough options for students.  
Not nurturing their creativeness. 
Not to eliminate the study of history, both U.S. and World.
offering variety
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One of the facets of the US education system over that of other countries is the education of well rounded 
students who can then choose what interests them most at the post-secondary education level.  While 
technology jobs seem to get the most attention in today's world, there is still a need for the arts and humanities.  
I'm concerned an extreme focus on STEM will yield a uni-dimensional workforce.
Only focusing on technology and not on other core values and skills. 
OTHER IMPORTANT ISSUES WILL GO BY THE WAYSIDE
Outdated and irrelevant curriculum
Outdated curriculum. Slaves to one industry
Outdated technology 
People have different skills and interest sets, as such the schools may not have the wealth of resources or the 
abilities to assist niche students with their future career goals.
Pigeon-Holing students who's interests vary from the norm.
Politics slowing down the process to meet the needs of students entering the future work place. 
Premature pigeon holing.
Preparing for today's job is already outdated...and no one can predict tomorrow.
SACS does not have programs that encourage skilled labor.  There is a lack of automotive repair exposure, tool 
& die, carpentry, masonry, electricians, HVAC, etc.  The employment opportunities are great as are the needs of 
the future.
SACS gets it wrong when they determine what those jobs are.
SACS is abandoning proven approaches to learning that work, especially in math & science.  Not having a math 
textbook is a severe handicap that creates a lot of problems for my children.  To much focus on the computer 
takes my kids distracts my kids from proven pen and paper approaches to solving science problems (chemistry, 
physics) that are still very relevant today.
SACS not keeping up with technology and not being able to teach the latest and greatest technology for the jobs 
of tomorrow. 
School will become a business and ran by businesses.
Schools being funded by and held accountable to private investors. Testing and investors needs and desires will 
become more important that what is best for our students. 
Schools will become training grounds for a limited sense  of knowledge in general and a shallow sense of society 
involving a limited education.  Students will miss the opportunity to get a joybroader variety of a sense of 
academics which students ability to change with the job market and the joy of learning

Schools will not cater to the interests and abilities of different students.  All students do not have the same goals 
and will not all be successful with the same approach. Allow students and staff to be creative.
Skilled trades will be down played.
Small concern of job's ever changing and evolving continued over time. 
social engineering that conflicts what parents teach their children at home
social/civic skills lost... public speaking, psychology, understanding the people you work with in today's jobs and 
jobs of tomorrow
Some may be left behind

Some students might get lost in the shuffle since not every student is interested in a standard job/profession.
some teachers are still behind the technology. Teachers also to be on the curve. In addition that schools need to 
spend more funds education. 
Standardized testing that takes away from genuine problem solving activities and collaborative skills needed by 
students to succeed.
Standardized testing, especially IStep+, will continue to dictate and dominate the course of instruction.    
Standardized tests-they're ridiculous
STEM does not allow for the creativity that everyone agrees students need.  Add in the arts (STEAM!) and 
students will receive a well-rounded education with the creative skills that employers desire but don't get when 
education does not emphasize the arts.
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STEM may reduce or replace the arts.  Science, technology, engineering and math could be a component of an 
arts curriculum.  There are so many functions of design that correlate to STEM.  We need to build this into our 
arts curriculum.
Stifling creativity of individual students
Stifling the creative mind and not allowing some sense of "self participation" by the student. I would imagine that 
to achieve at least a portion of the goal to educate for the future, we over test and dis-engage the human 
element. It's all about balance and actually listening to the student. I feel like some students are more qualified to 
take partial ownership of their future while others would see it as an "out" and not challenge or fold in additional 
"classes" so that they reach their full potential.

Still need to teach civic responsibility, understanding which career field to choose, financial responsibility, ethics
Still requiring core courses which are irrelevant to real life or job requirements.
Student's do not get a rounded education which opens them to a broader spectrum of studey

Students graduating should not only have been the 'hard' skills of a job (knowledge of industry, skill sets required 
for the job), but also the 'soft' skills.  Oftentimes, young people do not understand that their personal presentation 
matters to employer - that they should dress appropriately, not chew gum at an interview, etc.  In addition, they 
need to be taught the importance of showing up to work on time, being reliable, etc.  As a manager, I've found 
that the younger generation is not learning these skills at home (in all instances).  These skillsets are just as 
important as the traditional education that they will need to be successful in a career.
Students lack of social responsibility 
Students need an opportunity to become the best at what it is they desire to learn.  It is only then that we can 
again acquire our people in the world who specialize and excel at this specialization.  
Students need to be able to think critically and understand information in the context of communities and as 
members of society. They need to understand how their decisions impact others.
Students need to be well rounded and have opportunities to explore what interests them. 21st century skills, 
while important, only make up a fraction of the jobs needed to make our society a well rounded, meaningful, 
society. 21st century skills doesn't take into account authors, musicians, artists, and those that don't fit into the 
mold of what the business community expects. 
students need to learn at an early age that participation in the community is important to society, whereas 
students can learn the skills they need for a job while in college
Students need to learn the basics.  With the basics, students can go anywhere and do anything that fits within 
their talent and skills.  Too specific a training could lead to discouragement for having chosen a certain career 
path too soon.
Students not interested in STEM jobs could be left behind or could fall behind.
Students still need teachers in the classroom to inspire them.  Computers are great, but they should not be used 
as the main teacher.
Students that do not enjoy science and math classes will have a hard time in this general area of study. 
Students who are better at the liberal arts will not be successful.  

Students who do not need STEM classes for their degree will be forced into a box in which they will never fit. We 
need creative thinkers. Students who are interested in stem...take those classes, but those skilled in language, 
music, and the arts are also needed. Corporations need to stop trying to run our schools like a business. I don't 
want them molding my child and telling them which factory they will have to work. 
Students will become too specialized vs broad education. College majors & occupations change often 
throughout a life span. 
Students will not be able to pursue their individual interests.
Students will not be fulfilled due to the fact that there will not be the opportunity for them to follow their passions 
and interests.

Students will not have a well-rounded education because you cannot quantify everything that's truly important.
Success for all students
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Such an approach will need to pull from local industry to be effective - Fort Wayne does not offer a sufficiently 
wide choice (and it is too manufacturing focused). Fort Wayne may be the 2nd largest city in Indiana, but anyone 
who has lived elsewhere knows our industries are behind in the times or primarily those that do not require 
college degrees. Furthermore, students already lack the liberal arts focus that allows them to fully develop their 
communication and critical thinking skills.
Taking away teacher autonomy, taking away experiences from students who have more art/creative oriented 
talents/skills.
Taking the enjoyment out of school by making it so regimented.  Putting kids in front of a screen instead of 
learning to communicate with others.
Teaching to the tests.  This has "killed" many a good teacher's passion.  Do things (or stop doing things) that 
promote (kill) teacher passion.  How can kids be excited about learning or love STEM or language arts classes 
or be excited about being a member of society if the adults they spend the majority of their life with and see 
behavior modeled come to work everyday hating their jobs, the administration (probably #1 complaint I hear) and 
life.  Teachers need to connect core concepts to real life events to engage student interest and demonstrate 
relevance.
Technology
technology not catching up and constant changes
Testing and just focusing on certain areas of education and not being well-rounded (ie. the arts drop off, etc. and 
time is spent more on math, etc.). 
That children who do not excel in STEM areas will struggle. That some of the other areas that all students benefit 
from, such as art and music, will be lost in the system.
That creativity will disappear from the learning space.
That I wanty kids to be in a learning environment with qualified educators present, not the homeschooling online 
activities used on snow days. It's ineffective and I would enrolly children at k12.com if I thought it was 
appropriate.
That instruction in the schools will have a singular focus, lacking interest and variety. I believe that this will cause 
a decrease in interest for the students who will just go through the motions required of them. To focus solely on 
this approach robs students of variety within their education. 

That is a great correct effort. Then let the teachers teach.  Is pay based on student performance on standard 
tests? Get the gov't out of curriculum. Let kids be kids. Stop forcing preschoolers and kindergarteners to read.  
Let them play. Give teachers freedom to be creative. Field trips are great at the elementary level. Let parents eat 
lunch with their kids and their kids friends. It should not be a punishment when a parent comes. We shouldn't 
force our kids to grow up too soon, but we insult their intelligence when we have to put locks on their 5th grade 
lockers for a month so that they will know how to open their middle school locker. Really?  They are not smart 
enough to figure this out? or the senior experience or whatever it is called.  Really? They won't figure this out 
when they get to college?  I think the college courses are great,  and duel credit too, but let's not under estimate 
their ability. The "squeaky wheel" isn't always correct. I am worried that everything is a competition. We are 
going to make a project, then vote whose is the best. We are going to miss school on friday so our kids can go to 
this competition. What happens when they lose? or does everybody get a trophy since we don't want to make 
anyone feel bad?
That it iis not the correct focus.
That it will all be job focused and students will forget how to interact and learn from others strengths.
That it will be more about money than a true passion for the work.
That kids will start worrying about working and the workplace and not have a place to foster creativity and 
learning.
That more artistic students will not get what they need out of school.
That my child will not know what it is to unplug. The homework the tests everything is technology driven. There 
needs to be a balance.
That my students may not gain the proper balance they need to excel. Teaching kids to test and not to problem 
solve for themselves. 
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That our politicians try to decide what our kids needs are.  They need to stay out of it and let the schools decide 
this. 
That students become me focused and money driven and do not value being a honorable, trustworthy, hard 
working contributor of the bigger picture. 
That students may not have the reading and math readiness.
That students who are challenged in regular classes get lost in the cracks and are not able to qualify for a 
program that would let them choose what they want to do after they graduate.
That students who aren't on the college path won't have their needs met.
That students will be pigeon holed and not have the flexibility to explore other careers.
That the basic skills such as handwriting will not be taught.
That the children that have a learning disability will still fall thru the cracks.
That the core studies such as the history of the foundation of this country and the values it was created by will be 
lost. 
That the curriculum has options for all types of learners whether college bound or not.
That the focus will be taken off preparing students to become well-rounded responsible contributors to society 
and that businesses will have too much influence on education.
That the public school system will become a form of vocational training rather than teaching traditional core 
courses.  It would not provide sufficient intellectual or learned pursuits for those students who strive to attend 
college, graduate schools and beyond.
That the students will not be able to utilize critical thinking in their logic and situation analysis.  Many of the jobs 
that we "think" will be  available may change.  Also, why are we prescribing an ideal job?  Why are we not 
teaching our students to go out there and create their own jobs.
That the talents of the individual students won't be considered. 
That the technology provided by the school might not be suffecient to enhance their skills when preparing for the 
future. 
That there has not been enough research by SACS to find out what skills are needed in today/tomorrows job 
market. 
That there is TOO much Focus on Technology. Also, too much emphasis on math and science and not on writing 
and communication. Not all students excell in Math and Science and way to much focus is placed here. Some 
kids will work with their hands in trade careers and that is ok.
That they can get in college. High school should focus on preparing good people that have values and core 
subjects. The rest will fall in place.
that they lose the opportunity to try new things, that too much focus will be placed on the core MUST HAVES and 
not be given a place to see if they like other avenues
That they might not have a choice of interest. 
That they will be able to keep up with the current trends.
That they will not be knowledgeable about other things
That we are only preparing for certain jobs/careers.  The focus would be too narrow.
That we may lose some elements of a general liberal arts education.
That we will become too technical and technology focused and miss the well-rounded learning and rigor that 
SACS has had a reputation for

That we will underestimate a child's abilities to go further than say manufacturing.  That we will not recognize 
innovators when we see them.  And that we will discourage children from reaching their full potential.

The education would be too general and only focused on the parts of society that make the most money.
The focus is too much on STEM and is leaving out the Liberal Arts.  What good is an engineer who can't 
communicate their thoughts effectively?  How can we move forward as a society without a strong understanding 
of the past?  STEM is important but not more important than the Liberal Arts.  The school should provide a 
balance of the two.
The focus wouldn't interest my child. I want my child to ENJOY learning. 
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The individual interests of students being squelched because what they want to do doesn't sync with what would 
be considered a marketable career choice. I'm also concerned about the art's. Without the art's we would likely 
see a lot less creativity and innovation our STEM fields.  STEM should include an A for Arts! STEAM instead of 
STEM!
The jobs we have are not lasting, here today gone tomorrow. The jobs we need are all shipped over seas. We 
need to educate on how to build and keep jobs in america.
The lack of interest for our children
The loss of funding for art and music programs.
The preparation must be tied to and coverall IDOE standards.
The school system cannot keep up with the technology needed to train on such skills.
The students that struggle academically and are not going to be able to work in STEM jobs.
The students will rely on technology to do the thinking and problem solving for them.
There currently is a lack of preparing students for manual labor jobs, everything is college focused.  Not all jobs 
involve sitting in an office working on a computer and not all students are meant to go to college.  Manual labor 
jobs - HVAC, electrical, carpentry, etc. - are important, necessary jobs for society and if we don't encourage 
students to go into those fields then who will?
There has to still be the opportunity for creative thinking, learning a broad set of skills.
There is a value to public education beyond finding a job. The greater emphasis on this in the recent past didn't 
change the economy or the difficulty that some college graduates still had in finding employment. If we prepare 
them only for that career and the career isn't there for them, what was the point? Additionally, many careers (like 
engineering, for example) are based on more than computer skills, science, and math. Innovation, motivation, 
problem solving and change orientation are just as, if not more important to success in those fields. The purpose 
of public education should not be focused too heavily on "job training." Schools should be focused on creating 
better people, not better workers.
There is more to education than just focusing on what applies to future jobs.  I wouldn't want school to just focus 
on what is best for future employment.  I don't want students limited to what SACS says the jobs of tomorrow are.  
There are many different avenues, so I wouldn't want the focus to be too narrow.

There needs to be a balance in education. It needs to be a combination of all three to b more well rounded.

There needs to be a base core of understanding that can be glazed over. What are the jobs of tomorrow? 
There should be a blend of all 3 approaches.

There will be a loss of basic hands-on skills lost (sewing, cooking, welding, carpentry, engineering, automotive)

There will likely always be a need for workers doing "blue collar" type jobs - mechanics, construction, & other 
similar. Some students may have special talents or desires pointing them toward these jobs. Some students, 
regardless of what a school pushes, will not have interest or aptitude in more brain-based occupations. 
(Stereotypical "white collar" work). Neither direction is good or bad - will this focus on jobs of today & tomorrow 
be helping ALL students be prepared for their chosen career path & help them to get there?
they can't keep up with the technology and current skills

They will waste time with technology that is out of date and non existent by the time the child graduates. Schools 
can't possibly afford to pay for technology and what would it cost. If we focus on technology and engineering then 
we are raising adults who have no social skills, no problem solving skills, no communication skills, and to have 
no consideration for civic duty. We don't need to teach technology. Our society and children are already 
obsessed with it and kids now more about technology then their parents without being taught in school. We do 
however need to bring more focus on science, engineering economics and government/politics. 
They wouldn't be learning the skills that they would need to be successful in today's economy 
This approach is overly focused on consumerism and capitalism.  
This approach may not be ideal for all learners based on their ability level.  
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Those students who do not learn best through technology, or are not logical/mathematical thinkers will fall short. 
Those that are civic minded will not have the opportunity to achieve their goals.
to many people for the same job
To much focus on ECA's

Today's jobs for the masses are not necessarily something that all are interested in. Another generation raised to 
conform to society instead of pursuing their interests and finding a career they will enjoy for a lifetime. 
Today's students are lacking communication skills, blame the electronic devices.
Too focused on factory jobs
too focused on standards, unable to keep up on technology, cost
Too much focus on specific trades will limit general knowledge of the world and people
Too much focus on STEM and not enough on the humanities and the arts.

Too much government involvement.  Teachers should be allowed to teach.  It is not their or the "communities" 
job to parent a student.  That is the parent or guardian's job...to know what is ultimately best for the student.  
Too much political squabble and testing that would impede teaching new types of classes for 21st century skills, 
along with providing the resources to staff and supply these types of classes.
Too much technology and not enough basics. 
Too much technology shoved at them. 
Too much testing to satisfy state and national "accountability" requirements.
Too much time on computers and loss of hands on, creative thinking.  

Tracking students into particular fields of study and over focusing on a specific skill set rather than encouraging a 
broader education and integration of knowledge across different fields of study to encourage free thinking and 
problem solving skills for the 21 century. When we turn out students that have strong problem solving skills and a 
broad range of knowledge they are better able to think outside the box and adapt to the ever-changing needs our 
job market demands. Narrowing the field of study for one particular field of study prepares the student to find a 
job intily but as the world changes that position may become in excess wry leaving the student with outdated 
very specific skill set. Better to focus and train a student to be adaptable and integrate knowledge and skills from 
a broader understanding of the world and education in particular.
Vocational education is being thrown to the wayside even though it is still very relevant.
We are forced to teach content and not children. We become to content driven
We are raising and educating human beings, not just employees.  If the focus is on jobs, then I fear that 
knowledge of the classics, arts, humanities and creativity will be lost.  Our students are so much more than job 
seekers.  They are inventors, creators, thinkers who should be given a foundation to be well educated in all 
subjects.

We can't know what jobs will be in demand in the future.  We need to focus on teaching students how to reason, 
problem-solve, and work collaboratively so they can adapt to whatever the future business needs may be.
We do not have insight in to future jobs and job markets. If we focus on one area soley and are wrong our kids 
will not be prepared for the future. 
We do not know what the jobs of the future will be.  We need to help students be critical thinkers to solve issues 
in various real-life situations.
We don't know what the jobs of tomorrow are.  And that path is too narrow, many students will not fit.
We don't know what the jobs of tomorrow will be.
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We don't know what those jobs will be since many have not even been created yet. Additionally, not everyone 
wants a "job of tomorrow." Some want to be teachers, electricians, car mechanics, etc. Although each of those 
careers mentioned change and evolve with new technology, those kids would receive that education and 
learning through their on-job training and experiences. SACS has never worked hard to provide understanding, 
training, and a skill-based education for those students (beyond a few elective options or participation through 
Anthis).     Looking at the skills you have listed in question 10 (communication, critical thinking, collaboration, 
and creativity) - these are all necessary for all occupations, and they are very important for all students to 
practice and master - no matter if the focus of SACS education is on preparing students for today's and 
tomorrow's jobs, or any of the other "options" of focus. 
We don't know what those jobs will be. Who will decide what is important for students to know?
We have a lot of creative students who may not have a certain job they should be preparing for.  
We need to educate the whole child, not just specific areas.  Jobs of today and tomorrow need higher level 
thinking skills and problem solving, which cannot be achieved by a narrow, focused curriculum.
We spend way too much time testing and teaching to these test which are nothing to do with the "today's job ....." 
If you were to analyze how much time we spend on these stupid test month after month you'd see so much 
teaching is lost but rather dictated by teachers pay being tied to test scores - boo on Indiana for such an 
approach.
We still need to remember the basics reading math and writing  How often do we use algebra and calculus as 
adults in life
We will be educating our children to be mindless servants of a corporate machine.
We will be limiting ourselves.

What are the jobs of the future for which we a preparing them?  How do standards and testing play into this?
What does the instruction look like at the elementary, middle, and high school levels?
What happens to the kids that purpose don't line up with the jobs of tomorrow and who can say how long those 
jobs will be the jobs of tommorrow.
What is tomorrows job?  Changes in technology happen everyday.  Encourage student interest and development 
of the jobs of the future.  Many of these students are the top of the top.  Encourage ideas and let them grow and 
develop.    
What jobs will be here tomorrow?    What industry will dominate by its influence?  Schools SHOULD produce 
kids who are trainable.  Industry should train their own workers.
What other classes and areas of interest do we give up in order to train kids for jobs? 

What predictor  will you usen based on what research? How will you  handle students interested  in other fields?  
What the jobs are and if it is an accurate course.  Not enough focus on other aspects of learning.

Where to begin?   1. High school students don't always know what they want to do for a job. Why force them to 
make that choice at such an early age?  2. While you may be able to train them for today's jobs, there is no way 
to know what the future holds. You cannot train students for jobs that do not exist.  3. Students need a broad 
understanding of the humanities, which are often eliminated from job-training programs.
While I absolutely acknowledge that preparing our students for success in the workplace, I have two concerns 
with this being the primary focus.  First, preparing students for the jobs of tomorrow is a nearly impossible 
endeavor.  If we don't know what the jobs of tomorrow are, we are hard-pressed to prepare kids for them.  Sure, 
we can try to predict a few years ahead, maybe even a decade, but with rapid changes we have seen in the last 
three decades, it's safe to say that we surely won't know what to expect of the job market by the time new 
kindergarteners graduate.  Is a guessing game really what we're going for?  My second issue with this is that if 
we base our curriculum and educational systems on jobs, we run the risk of narrowing the choices our students 
have.  I would much rather see us identify and nurture the innate skills and talents our students have and offer 
opportunities for them to grow in those areas.  This would still require them to learn core language, 
communication, math, and technology skills, but would allow them to choose their own paths, which is what we 
owe them as individuals.
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While I believe that technology is certainly important, I would worry about the kids who have no interest in 
technology. Meaning, there will always be a need for car repair, carpentry, linemen, plumbers, etc. Just as a 
technical school is not the right place for a future" white collar" employee, a technology based high school would 
not be a good fit a future "blue collar" employee. 
Who is preparing them (are instructors properly trained?)what strategies are being implemented,  and what data 
suggests the jobs students are to be prepared for? 
who is to determine what constitutes the jobs of tomorrow 

Who will be deciding which are "today's jobs" and "the jobs of tomorrow"?  It seems as if HHS is mostly 
interested in preparing students for a 4 year university degree, but there are many other routes for a young adult 
to take toward a successful future.  Perhaps the so-called counselors (because they don't really counsel) need 
more education about careers other than those requiring a 4 year degree?  Because Homestead's counselors 
have specifically said "We are not here to counsel your students", possibly there should be a new/separate team 
of educators who are willing to learn, and then teach, about the many differing post-secondary areas of study?  
For example, FACS and Tech Ed offer many career options, but our students are deprived of one of those 
experiences depending on which MS they attend.  When they hit high school, are they encouraged to take some 
classes in these areas?  Do students hear that there are viable career options in these areas or do they have the 
perception that those classes are for the "less than" students?
Who's to say what those jobs and skills will be? The core of education will not change, language, math, history, 
science and arts, critical thinking. Those make a well rounded education. The tools to make that education 
happen should be what prepare them for tomorrow's jobs, robotics, computers etc. They don't need to be the 
focus to be taught and used as tools. 
Will forget some basics of education and only focus on few industries and not rounded to options.
Will need to have leaders and teachers with vision to see what tomorrows job market will be.
Will the teachers have the skills/training to move to a more technology based environment. 
You (we) don't know what the jobs of tomorrow look like. As a corporate manager I see how job duties are 
changing. I want my kids to know the fundamentals of reading, writing, math, etc. so they can think for 
themselves and adjust as needed in their future roles. I don't want someone's vision of what that looks like in the 
future to change how the basics are taught because that vision is likely to be wrong.
You will not focus on NON-college skills.
You would have students more interested in their own well being and future and not be engaged in making the 
country stronger through civic responsibility and national pride.  Too many kids ( and adults ) now are more 
about themselves than society as a whole

If SACS focuses on preparing students for today’s jobs and the jobs of tomorrow, what elements of the other 
approaches do you think are important to include? 
????

1.  Student voice and choice.  Working with students allows me to see how unique and brilliant they are--I don't 
think adults give kids enough credit for what they can accomplish and what decisions they are capable of 
making, even at young ages.      2.  Regardless of approach, any curricular focus must include civics, technology 
education, communication, and critical thinking skills.  Really, these should be the basis of education.  Skill-
based education is far better than content-based education, in my humble opinion.  If we know that students are 
likely to change careers often (as the pattern shows today) and that they may not even end up in a field they 
were trained for, they need skills that will serve them regardless of the job opportunities they encounter.  While 
all areas of study are valuable, there are others that will serve students in any field of work, and those are the 
ones we need to make sure we focus on.
A broad education in a variety of subjects and an emphasis on civic participation.

A business-like approach to strategic planning for curriculum and measuring the success of those strategies 
implemented.  It's all about measuring how well you're doing and adapting quickly if you are not doing well.
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A focus on being a global citizen is also important.
A path for students career interests 
A solid foundation in the natural sciences.  All of technology is still based on Physics and Chemistry.
A well rounded education. Opportunities for students to explore the arts, opportunities for volunteer work, and 
differentiated teaching styles, individual attention to student needs. 
A wide range of jobs, not just ones the school feel are most important.  
Ability to "self-teach", i.e. ability to learn new skills to be able to adapt to changing environment. Reading and 
knowing how to study (to learn and not for a standardized test) are the keys to this. 
adapted curriculum for special needs students. 
All but mainly values.
All elements need to be included if the goal is to educate and graduate well-rounded and productive members of 
society.  More time could be spent on these other elements if less time were spent on standardized testing.  How 
many classrooms hours are spent on practicing and taking tests such as NWEA, ISTEP+, and IREAD?  For how 
much gain?
All of the approaches can be combined. Writing an essay on community involvement or citizenship can combine 
all aspects for example using technology and typing skills, thoughtfulness, and wring skills. 
All of them. Schools should be well rounded and not zeroed in on one specific thing. 
All types of learning situations that are engaging and useful
Allowing enough freedom for teachers to cater to varying learning styles and abilities, and for students to have 
some choice and active involvement in their own education.
Allowing students to follow their interests to some degree.
Allowing students to follow their strengths and interests, and giving them the time needed to develop skills that 
are more challenging for them, rather than every student being expected to follow the same course at the same 
pace.
Allowing students to research/explore their own interests but in a guided and focused way. 
An understanding of government and the role it plays/should play in society.
APPROACH #3, connecting to their interests. People learn when they are engaged and curious. The increasing 
state expectations, goals, tests etc. snuff out a childs desire and quickly pigeon hole them into successful, 
average and lacking. That is such a depressing view of a person and their talents.
Approach 2 - community and society
Arts and languages
Arts, community service,  individual  student's strengths  and interests
As a parent and a teacher, I have a growing fear about morals and ethics keeping up with technology.  I want to 
see a blend of approach #2.  Furthermore, I do not feel that my child has to be an expert at everything. I'd like my 
child to be able to be well rounded, yet focus on his strengths more than his weaknesses.  I would think 
approach #3 would foster this more than other approaches.
As above mentioned, approach #3 still needs to be considered.  I have seen my child excel once they found what 
interests them and struggle through those courses that were mandatory core courses
As stated above, multi-dimensional is the way to go.  I think perhaps a community service project should be 
required and an independent study course where students explore and research a few post high school options 
and use 21st century skills to create an end product/presentation of their findings.  Indiana Career Explorer could 
be a focal point/primary resource for this course.
Available support for students if beyond parents means. 
Balance between them all. Life skills, Core studies, technical/functional to better prepare for workforce
Basic knowledge of subjects and social skills/team work.
basic office skills, communication skills and then specifics to an industry
Basic skills and individual responsibility for learning and problem solving.
Basics.....that learning is integrated, not segmented.
Be productive members of society with core values. 
Becoming good citizens of the community
Being a citizen and learning about other aspects rather than just what happens in the US. You need world 
knowledge to be a good citizen.
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Being a positive and responsible part of society
Being a responsible citizen and still offering the elective courses for students to choose their interests, as well as 
excel in what they are good at. 
Being a responsible global citizen
Being responsible citizens. 
Being socially  responsible.
Both approaches are essential.  School years are a time of self discovery too.
Bringing out kids talents will determine our country's future. The will create their culture from their strengths 
whether that strength fits in a current popular trade or not

broad based decision making skills, reasoning skills, logic and communication skills.  Skill and facility in using 
technology and to develop skill in being lifelong learners.  Even so...one cannot create without a strong 
knowledge base...facts and reason matter....so as we get creative, don't leave knowledge behind
Certainly in finding their passion  within these jobs.
Civic duties
Civic education is extremely important. Students need to be able to participate in public life. Additionally, social 
skills and working with other are also highly necessary. 
Civic responsibility- understanding how important voting and participating in the democratic system is; Utilizing 
career assessments and classes for areas of interest that may lead to jobs after high school
Civic service - volunteering
Civics and American History
Collaborative and interpersonal management skills.
Collaborative working in teams. Project management. 
collegiate level courses and experiences.  Summer enrichment classes or workshops.  True life community 
experiences.

Communication  Most of our kids in SACS have no idea how fortunate they are. I think we need to address that.
Communication is needed for this generation.  One to one speech and not on electronics.  
communication written and oral, problem solving
Communication, communication, communication.  That to me includes thinking critically and analytically, being 
able to convey your thoughts for others to understand, and being able to recognize how your actions and words 
impact others.
Communication, critical thinking
Community engagement 
Computer technology and software proficiency; using social media for marketing purposes; keyboarding; 
exposure to various career paths such as pre-law, political science, general business principles, as well as 
science classes aimed at the medical field.
constant research to changes being made with the jobs
Continue to focus on the ability to work well with others, communicate, and all those other skills that make you a 
good employee.
Core curriculum  Advance curricular offerings. 
creating well rounded individuals and the ability to work well in groups
Creative elements. All types of learners and thinkers. Our society needs to be well-rounded.
Creative thinking, problem solving, and responsibility.
Creativity and the role we play in our communities and country. I believe that the kids today take no pride in our 
country because they don't know anything about our history or the way the country runs. 
Critical Thinking, Personal Accountability, Leadership, Followership,
Cross curriculum synthetic thinking.
Cultivating students of character
customizing learning to meet individuals' needs when students excel in arts, creativity, etc.
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Definitely allowing some self-determination from students and bringing creative or different learning techniques 
into classrooms. The recent focus on TESTS and scores have taken much creativity out of our schools (by 
necessity due to outside bodies' requirements of schools). I would like to see some elements of how we are all 
part of a worldwide community - where do we fit? What are our rights - responsibilities - roles in that world? How 
can we take personal pride? What can help foster respect?
definitely being responsible people and contributing to society
Definitely hands on experiements and creating, and book writing and .....things that will encourage kids to want 
to go to school  and inspire a true love of learning rather than putting them in front of technology and having them 
regurgitate facts
Definitely life skills and being a contributing member to society. I attended SACS and now have a child of my 
own attending...it a huge concern of mine that I feel a lot of my education was memorization (ie. history/certain 
books in English class) I don't use that information nor remember that information. What was important to me 
was psychology, classes using life skills, etc. 
Definitely technology, but it advances so fast it would be hard for school to keep up

development of creativity and out of the box problem solving skills  development of a world view and their place 
in the world- their local communities and global community   can they be independent learners their whole lives? 
Does it matter? You've clearly already decided to focus primarily on this approac, to the detriment of many, many 
students who will not be successful in it. 
Don't leave out or squeeze the arts so tight that kids don't have the option to explore other interesting facets of 
life. 
Each student looked at as an individual.  One child may not fit into the box of working a desk job but would rather 
work with their hands.  I would rather see say kids that want to build be steered toward jobs that would be of 
interest with them.  Give the opportunity to try that skill see if they really like it or not.  Help them to make that 
choice not force the into what we think they should do.  
Each student needs to be able to contribute to society.
Each students talents and interests need to be engaged for them to be their most productive and successful 
members of society.
Ecouraging children to identify how certain skill sets effect the community, from the financial, social and 
governing bodies standpoint. Implement creative ways in which one skill set can be applied and adapted to a 
range of professions.
Education has to include a world view--not only how it has evolved, how it is evolving and how it is likely to 
evolve but our individual part and our country's part in this evolution.
Encourage critical thinking, creativity and social responsibility.  Match individual talents and preferences to "jobs 
of tomorrow" to develop best possible skills for success.
Encouraging active and involved students who are exposed to a variety of issues.

Engagement of the community and industry, as supporting structures to overcome cost and expertise gaps
Enough flexibility for students to feel they have some choice in their career path.

Entrepreneurial sprit and critical thinking. Adaptive, nimble critical thinking is a must in  today's work place. I 
would take the ability to "hedge on outcome" over being able to name Bahrain's global influence. (for example) 

Even if SACS prepares students for jobs, there still needs to be a focus on community. Too many kids worry 
about what others can do for them. They must learn to give back and contribute in meaningful ways.
Evidence of what those jobs are and the work/education they require...
Expose ALL students to as many different vocations as possible.  There should be rotations of shadowing in 
multiple fields and industries, not just one the student "might" have an interest in pursuing.
Exposure to what can be done with certain skill sets and a solid base of reading, math, history.
Finding each student's skills and interests.
Flexiblity
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Focus less on pushing all kids on college path and let them choose what they love and are good at. Focus on 
integating technology use into the arts, trades and music.
Freedom for students to follow some of their interests so they can possibly find a good career fit for themselves 
and will foster well-rounded individuals.
Fundamentals of above 4 subject aspects. 
General career skills such as public speaking and collaborative work experience (teamwork).  Civic 
responsibility should also be included.
General studies
Give students some flexibility in creating self directed study I junior and senior years that are peer reviewed as 
well as under the guidance of an instructor 

Giving the students an opportunity to try different career paths with certain studies to see what their passion is. 
Giving the students their choice on what sector in the "jobs of tomorrow" would they most want to work. (i.e. 
Healthcare v social sciences, criminal justice, law, physics, etc.)
Global competencies and foreign language.  Forbes magazine May or March edition states that French is the 
language on the rise.  Indiana's largest trading partner-Canada.  Students need an average of 7 years of 
language to build fluency when not living in the culture. (More if it is Chinese.)  
Government, economics, sociology and exposure to the arts
Government/civil knowledge and responsibility

guding students to subjects they enjoy and excel in  teaching the importance of being a good person/citizen
Heavier concentration on science and math.  
Helping a child match his personality and skills to a future job.
Helping a student determine his/her strengths that can result in a good job. Giving students a well-rounded 
education with an appreciation for various subject matters.
Helping students get real world experience to truly understand what certain professions entail.  
How the government works and some tailoring to what a student's interests are. 
how those jobs fit into citizenship and personal development
How to use technology 
I believe it is important to find where students' interests are regarding their post secondary aspirations or 
careers. It would be extremely short sighted to assume all graduates are interested in college or in particular, a 
career field within STEM.
I believe kids should learn the the same subjects but be pushed at a higher level.  Pre-school would be vital for 
this because children coming into kindergarten are already behind.
I believe teaching our students the importance of them being positive influences on society is extremely 
important in education.  This is the most influential time of their life and when they can learn how their actions 
affect the world they live in.
I believe teaching students to be contributing members to society is very important. I believe that is optimized by 
developing life-long learners.
I do not agree that extra-curricular activities interfere with study and learning.  Students in the arts generally do 
better on average than kids not in the arts.  KEEP THE ARTS .. they help promote civic responsibility and 
promote individual expression.
I do think that it is important for schools to bring elements of all approaches into education.  Disregarding a 
student's natural talents when guiding them towards a career could lead to that student being unhappy in their 
career choice and never finding their true passion - or finding it once it is too late to pursue.  Additionally, it is 
important to work with students to stress the importance of their contribution to society and what that entails.  As 
a previous executive at a social service agency, I saw too often the younger generation that did not understand 
the importance of their role in our society's ability to thrive.  
I feel it is important to make sure our students are aware of what's going on in the world around them and that 
they also are aware of our history. This will hopefully give them a better background of knowledge in order to 
make better decisions for their own future and that of their communities.
I heartily disagree.   Stick to a classical education.
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I like the blend of all three approaches.  Our students, tomorrows leaders, just amaze me everyday.  Encourage 
them in all directions: to be good citizens, to be active in community, to take initiative, to be the leaders for the 
next generation.  
I really feel there is too much focus on technology, and we are loosing the interaction between teachers and 
students. (E-learning being an example of this.)
I really love the civic portion - I do believe that most young adults have no clue as to how our Government works 
and what it means to have a vote.  I also like the opportunity to seek and work on topics that interest them in the 
future.  Being happy with what you do is paramount to "success".

I think accountability is important; turning in assignments, service is also important.  In order to be truly happy in 
whatever we do, we have to give of ourselves.  This is a hard this to teach in public school, and it may be better 
taught from home, but to be successful, you have to be happy. Active learning, not passive. the "smart boards" 
are like turning on a tv in the classroom.  Who learned Spanish from watching Sesame Street? but on the other 
hand, foreign language can't be learned from a book. It is best learned like a child who cannot read. A student 
can learn to read and write a language, but not speak it. Teachers do a good job of being available to students.  
Students need to learn to take advantage of that and ask for help when needed.  Make the effort.

I think elements of the other two approaches would be important.  It would depend on the students interest.
I think making a person a better individual is the job that needs to start at home. This is not the role of the school 
system.

I think students need to be able to focus on skills that they love.  Often students who don't perform well in classes 
do so because they have no interest in them.  Students need to have a variety of elective based classes that fit 
their current and future needs, while still learning core skills or testing out of core classes.

I think students need to be prepared to their place in our society as contributing members for the good of all.
I think that all students need to have a strong background in political matters so that, as they grow to become 
voting citizens, they can make informed choices.  With a civic background, they can become active citizens and 
that is something critical to education.
I think that those students that do not excel in the classes required for the jobs of the future (health care, IT, etc.), 
that they should be able to opt out of them and work towards a different goal.
I think the idea of students as important, contributing members of society needs to be nurtured. Students should 
know what is going on in the world around them and know how they feel about it, instead of assuming "someone 
else" will always take care of that. 
I think there has to be a focus on the issues of contributing to society as well as providing education for a 
student's personal interests. I think people tend to work harder at the things that interest them as opposed to 
what they are told they should want to learn about.
I think we first need to encourage kids to be involved. In whatever capacity they choose, to have a sense of 
community and service. Being connected to a community has long lasting benefits in how a person feels about 
themselves and the work they do. 
I think we need to go back, what we are doing today is just not working. America and schools are falling apart. 
We need to go back to when america and education thrived. People think change is good but it has not changed 
for the better.
I would want my children to stop the history classes.  I don't see how these type of classes are going to help 
anyone unless they are going to focus on that type of work.
I'd rather see a blend between STEM and the creative/imaginative realms.  This would allow students to come up 
with amazing solutions for our world and still have the skills to execute them.
Ideally, someone's job should be based upon personal interest and talents.  People should be productive 
members of society in order to better influence the work place and coworkers.
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If teachers do their job effectively, and they and the students & administrators are all held accountable, then I 
don't see why we have to re-invent the wheel.  MORE IMPORTANTLY:  The SACS grading scale needs to be 
changed to make it more fair!  It should be the same got ALL school districts in the state.  It infuriates me that a 
B+ in a SACS school would equate to an A- in another district.  Why are we putting our kids at such a 
disadvantage? 

If you want children to succeed in any profession, they need a strong liberal arts background. End. of. story.
Important to focus on societal values and also to some extent, further on in the educational process, beginning to 
tailor the curriculum to fit the realistic expectations of what the student can achieve
Important to put more focus on engineering and science. 
Include community service in the curriculum - it can be done after school or during breaks, but require X number 
of hours for guaduation diploma.  It teaches students responsibility, it empowers them and make them realize 
they can make a difference even as a kid, and it opens their mind to the outside world (a world not filled with 
video games, but one where they can contribute and make a difference)
Include education on jobs that require college education and ones that do not. Some students will not be 
productive in college and may not understand other options.
Include more of the arts.
Individualized and personalized learning experiences and opportunities as well as civic leadership and 
community mindedness.
Individualized learning and focus on being a good member of society/community
Interest/skill and ability  The means or support that would allow this focus for individual students/families 
Interests of the students.
Interpersonal communications.  We still need students to work on how to work with others.  We also need to 
remember vocational areas.  We also need to remember to allow students some choice and the use of creativity.  
We test too often.  I would rather have more programs of job shadowing, internships...so students know what 
their area of study looks like in the real world.
Involve corporations and colleges for determining a successful approach/curriculum.
It is important for students to have a well rounded education that helps them be prepared for what they will 
succeed at in life.

It is important for students to have options. It is also important not to focus on only a few areas of study. Not 
everyone wants to be a computer programmer, just like not everyone wants to pursue art or dance. There should 
be ways for students to explore interests while receiving a well-rounded, challenging education.

It is important to show students what their civic duty is and how to be a cooperative member of a group. It is also 
important to help students explore where their strengths are and how to use them to their advantage. 
It is still important to teach our nation's history and how it fits in with the history of the world.  Current affairs of 
our nation and the world are important to understand and to gain sense of responsibility for.
It is still important to turn out students who can write well, communicate effectively, know history, and just be a 
well-rounded individual in general.
It really does need to be a combination of approaches. One teaching method that might serve this combination 
well is Project-based learning. 
It would be important to explore all options with the kids.  Not just local jobs but prepare them for all possibilities.  
Which should include higher education as well as how to support oneself in the interim.  I would also like to see 
more emphasis on personal finance.
It's always important to include good citizenship in curriculum.  We live in a wonderful country that is taken for 
granted by our children.
Keep the civil classes. History and government courses are important in understanding our adult role in society. I 
also feel strongly about keeping all creative arts courses.
Keeping an interest in non technical subjects. Arts, music, etc. 
Keeping up on technology 
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Kids need to experience a wide variety of careers.  How do they know if they want to be an engineer if they don't 
even know what engineers do?  They should be able to experience several career options before narrowing 
down their choices at 16.

Kids need to understand how politics works.  They need to know the difference between the political parties 
without teacher bias.  They need to understand how politics works at local, state, national and world levels.  Kids 
also need to be allowed to have interests, dreams, and not be forced into choices simply because it's been 
deemed an appropriate pre-requisite for a future career that may or may not be something that they want to do.
Kids today need to develop a sense of community. They should be required to go out and do good things for the 
community, therefore establishing a sense of community. 
Kindling old arts and finding modern uses for them

Knowledge integration across several fields is study, adaptability, creative thinking, and problem solving skills.
Lack of sense of community 
Language study should start from elementary grades.  I's a VERY small world.  Language study is also culture 
study & helps with English. 
Learning about the cause and effects from past experince.
Learning how to pay bills, have a bank account, everyday responsibilities like car insurance, health insurance, 
rent, 401k etc.
Let students focus on their own interests (society needs jobs of all types; not just STEM-related ones), and do 
focus on making kids good citizens (just make sure "good citizens" doesn't take on a political connotation -- 
socialism, etc).
Letting students pick some of what is of interest to them. Including subjects such as music, physical education 
and art. 
Letting the kids choose what interests them most. I think a freshman cannot make that decision but a sophomore 
most definitely could.

Limited amounts, Science, Math and Technology are their future path to success, however they need to still have 
a well balanced education in history and the social sciences, just more focused on the technology of the future. 
The home and other social environments should teach them the other skills necessary for life. Technology, 
Technology, Technology skills....I can't stress that enough, the rest should come from home and other social 
environments. In other words, High School is almost like college or technical school was 30  years ago.
Lots of guidance counselling. I think a whole lot of kids graduate and still don't have any idea what they might 
like to do in life.
Maintaining Core reading, writing, and math 
Making sure that all student feel they can succeed by customizing education to fit all different types of 
intelligence (ie. creative, physical, organizational, etc.) 
Making sure the kids are valuable contributors to society and are able to be good citizens
Making sure you know the students strengths and weaknesses 
Math, English & Science/ Computer Science

Math, reading ,writing, computer/typing skills, world history, politics.    Accelerated classes for honors, but also 
slower-paced math courses for kids who have the capability, but just need more to time to master concepts.     
Maybe SACS should explore a more European approach - skilled labor is important as is employment in service 
industries.
Microsoft- excel skills, how to compose an email - essay, presentation and power point. 
morality, citizenship, electives, extra-curricular activities that could fill the idea of kids doing something that 
interests them

More electives instead of irrelevant core courses, allowing individuals to prepare for careers that interest them.
More focus project based learning. Take kids from middle schools to real world work environment such hospitals, 
leading tech companies, law firm etc. 
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More opportunities to intern... More networking with area businesses
More options for students to have experiences doing what THEY want to do - not being forced into a pre-AP 
curriculum that doesn't suit their skills.
More science, math, and technology based (STEM).  We have to have the civic minded students that are 
responsible. 
More teaching the proper skills for mild disabilities 
Music, PE and art  The school's core values programs that are in place at the elementary level. They currently do 
a good job with that.
Must still teach civic responsibility, civic and national pride.   Focus on being ( or becoming for those who 
immigrate here) an American citizen who contributes to the US and not just another separate foreign entity in the 
USA
Need to be able to foster all types of learning that lead to various careers.
Not sure. Too many kids are doing drugs and drinking alcohol so I don't think they really care.
Offering up a variety of skills, not just concentrating on a single industry.  Code classes, various language arts 
classes, programming classes, finance classes - helping students take an array of classes to help better tailor 
their interests into a job available today.

Other skills which will lead toward a well-rounded education, and perspective of the world. If we cannot 
understand the world around us from outside our "box", we cannot truly see our "box" from which we prosper.
Outside teaching from leaders and professionals. 
Perfecting E Learning is critical.
Personal interactions, how to socialize and work as a team.
Personal responsibility
Personal responsibility. 
Personalized approach so each student is being taught the technology that interests them and will keep them 
hungry for more education and real life experience In hopes that they will take the initiative to research and learn 
on their own. 
Pieces of both.  We should help students know /discover their interests/strengths and work to understand how 
they can achieve goals for the future.
Please continue to offer classes for the creative student. Although my students both have a high aptitude for 
math and science, this is not where their interest lies.
Plenty of room for electives outside of the core classes.
Practicum work, internships, college classes, co-ops, etc
Preparing students to be contributing members of society, locally, nationally, and internationally.  Allowing 
students to choose the field of study that best fits their personality and natural abilities.
Preparing them to be contributing members of society and tailoring education to match their interests.
Preparing these kids to actually be out in the working field. So they have a better understanding of what 
employers are expecting from employees. This can not just be taught in books kids needs hands on experience 
or service learning hours to help better prepare them. 
Productive members of society
Professionalism, Technology, real approach to getting and keeping a career and how to advance. 
public and social responsibility
public speaking, some creative learning options... all need some arts experience whether it be music, art, dance, 
writing, etc
Push for the humanities as well. Not every student is cut out for a job within the STEM fields. 
Responsibility as a whole
Responsible and functioning members of society

Resume assistance, knowing how to apply for a job, interview skills, access to trade school information (in 
addition to college information), access to information regarding careers/jobs that don't involve further education.
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SACS must allow students specialization and the further education of this specialization.  A simple look at the 
Countries across the world and how it is they have found a way to improve their society as a whole is clearly "self 
governed education".  Certainly at the elementary level students should acquire the basic fundamentals i.e. 
Reading, Writing, Arithmetic.  Yet, once these skills have been acquired, a child clearly is driven in a direction 
which they find most interesting.  Splitting, diverting a childs focus from what it is they desire to learn (as our 
public schools have done for far too long) has only dissolved a real passion to learn within quite a few tactile 
learners.  It's a sad report.  If children are permitted to specialize, YES, we would have some who are not experts 
in the fields of mathematics, engineering, computer technology, we have that now.  Yet, what we would have is 
educated individuals who soar far above what they would have by specialization and we would have far more 
genius level Mathematicians, Engineers, and Computer Technologists.  This is clearly what America is lacking 
as a whole.  We are losing our specialists by a huge margin.  I will never agree choosing what is right for the 
"general population" is what we should aim for.  This methodism has been an obvious failure, it is what we have 
always done.  Let's try something new.  Furthermore, why not try to have school from 10am until 5pm, thus 
permitting children to acquire more sleep which is also a great culprit in the failure of the educational processes.  
A quick view of what impairs children to learn lists sleep deprivation as a number one every time.    If it is truly 
our desire to improve our society as a whole, we must let go of control and allow self driven learning and 
specialization.  One cannot resent a "system" which would allow individuals to become the best versions of 
themselves they could work to become.  
SACS needs to guide students to match their desires and interests with what is being taught

School age should be a time where kids are exposed to a variety of different ways of thinking and interests. Not 
everyone will become an IT developer, there needs to be room for the kids to express their own interests.
See above.  Apportunities/ requirements to learn about literature, arts, and other cultures and our own social 
structures.
See above. Creativity should be left to the individual to discover and not for tax payers to fund.
See previous.
sense of community and individualized approach
Serving the community and the different ways to do so, ability to further interests outside of "today's and 
tomorrow's jobs"
Sewing, cooking,welding, carpentry, engineering, automotive - these skills involve design, creativity & 
production.  All are valuable and most are no longer taught in either school or at home.  These skills are what 
built our nation.
Social
Social conscience and the society at large, as well as the importance of the arts and culture.
Social responsibility 
Social Skills
Social skills.  Team work and how to belong to a group. 

Social/Community involvement of students. Unfortunately, in today's world, educators have also become parents 
now. The responsibility of making sure your child has completed their homework, is kind and respectful and a 
productive member of society has somehow shifted to the schools. We can't change it - so schools must adapt to 
it. Academics are just one part of a students life - and for some it is difficult - if you want a "successful" student 
you need to develop the whole package - academics plus learning to be a positive member of society!
Some individuality based on interests and preparing students to be good citizens and learn about government 
and how to take an active role in the community. 
Specific strengths and interests of each student. 
Still allowing all children to succeed given their individual skill sets.
Still need to understand history and society and operations. Also need to consider offering areas of interest to 
each student to keep engaged.
Strong critical thinking skills, project based learning, internships or relationships with local companies that 
exhibit applied learning 
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Student electives so that students are given a balanced and well rounded education that focuses on not only 
career development, but student interests, as well. 
Student interest so they are invested in their education and college prep.  
Student interests.
Students and their interests should have a say.
Students being creative in areas that appeal to them.
Students interest career testing personality traits /career trait matching my older son had no idea how good he 
was at accounting unto college professors brought it to his attention it comes to him so easily than his other 
students so he was advanced and is now getting a Acct degree never even thought of it till going to college and 
was referred by his professors for an internship
Students must see  how they can impact society and understand what it means to contribute to it.
Students need a chance to discover their own interests and talents. Students need to understand multiple 
perspectives and develop life long skills that help them adapt to changes. 
Students need a good foundation - of math and reading with support from the other arenas.

Students need help recognizing their natural talents and encouraging them to grow them while still receiving a 
well balanced education that includes the arts, humanities, and STEM.  Every student should be required to take 
US Government and We the People to graduate to ensure they understand how the country was founded and 
functions. We the People should be required in elementary, middle and high school.
Students need to be comfortable with STEM areas and ought to begin thinking about giving back and how they 
can make the world a better place.

Students need to be prepared for an ever-evolving society and need to be well-rounded in terms of life skills.
Students need to be taught to be responsible, contributing citizens. They need to have a well-rounded education 
that can lend itself to changes in the world.
Students need to be well-rounded and should be prepared to be life-long learners who are capable of critical 
thinking about the world around them outside of their careers.

Students need to have curriculum for learning about our country and have an understanding of our system of 
government.  Many students and adults cannot answer simple question about our government and its branches.  
Many students cannot name their state and U.S. representation of their rights.  This is discouraging.
Students need to learn civic responsibility, understanding which career field to choose, financial responsibility, 
ethics
Students need to learn with technology but also how to interact with students/teachers in person. They need to 
learn to work together and respect authority.
Students need to understand a responsibility to a greater community.

Students should be able to choose some of what they study based on their individual interests/skills, but they 
should also receive a well-rounded education that allows them to be functioning members of society.
Students should be required to choose 2-3 electives related to government, history, sociology, psychology, 
volunteerism, etc for exposure to other things
Students should learn to develop and pursue interests!
Student's strengths, place in society and overall desires for a well rounded life.
Teach the fundamentals so that kids can think and adapt to whatever comes their way in the future. Don't try to 
predict what they need or don't need.

Teaching about community, being leaders, thinking for themselves,  the for compassion, and hardworkers
Teaching core values & the importance of citizenship, helping students identify individual talents & skills and 
teaching about those as well.
Teaching students how to be responsible citizens and too have a basic understanding of how our government 
works is very important.
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Teaching the basics is key...reading, writing, arithmetic as well as evolving to include the student's individual 
interests, and the STEM items.  
Teaching them responsibility in society. 
Technology
That there is a big range of children to consider.
That we all must work together to succeed-creative brains can add a lot to the fact driven science and 
mathematics world and vice versa. Valuing other and treating other with respect should be number one. 
The ability to understand civic, economic, etc. elements of the world at large.  We are not an island.
The core skills that are still applicable across all jobs (writing, for instance).  
The focus on community and social interactions.
The focus on skills workers need in general to be successful and productive in the workforce. 
The importance of properly preparing our children to be thoughtful, contributing members of society cannot be 
underestimated.  No one of us exists in a vacuum, and the decisions that we make - both politically and socially - 
as a community have far-reaching effects on all of us.  A level of critical thinking is needed to be a thinking part 
of any community.  The current (low) level of public discourse in our country, and the continuing trend of electing 
politicians from the raw extremes of the political spectrum indicates to me a lack of critical thinking skills and any 
sense of the need to for some personal sacrifice for the greater good.  It's important that parents, schools, and 
other important social/educational institutions in our society help our children understand that "it's not all about 
me".
The other two areas of focus are important -- and I think it's up to teachers and parents to make things like civic 
responsibility and individual gifts part of the overall education experience. 
The preparation must be tied to and cover all IDOE standards.
The students personal interests and talents 

The third! The importance of finding how the child's personal goals and strengths then fit into those future jobs.
There has to be some education about computers, technology and basic education type courses (reading, math, 
science etc)
There should be more industrial tech for kids who have that interest - not for job training.
They all need a certain core curriculum.  
They allow students to focus on areas that interest them and have a courses for them
They need to have "shop" type courses back. Not everyone can be white collar. Society needs plumbers and 
electricians now and in the future.
They need to include life, lessons, life is not fair, you may take the same courses as another student but that 
student gets a better job. We have become so focused on "everyone" wins, that our young people expect to get 
what they want and not work hard to get what they want. 
They need to learn how to balance a checkbook, pay bills, interview/apply for jobs etc.
They would still need to understand their role in the community.
To be responsible citizens, to be involved in the community, and also learn about other cultures.
Tolerance through civics
Touch typing
Trades are being ignored.  Stop sacrificing industrial trades for the purpose of pigeon holing all students into 
college bound thinking.  Not all students should go on to college and amass deep debt.
Try to blend the learning with their personalized interests as close as possible. 
Understanding the importance of contributing to society and how to be an active member.
Use of technology
Utilizing the child's strengths & capitalizing on that while preparing them for jobs..
Vocational and career oriented education. Realize that not all students are destined for traditional higher 
education.
We have to teach students how to be responsible and to work hard.  Many kids today think things should just be 
given to them.  Students need to learn work ethic, respectfulness, and responsibility.
We need to teach critical thinking and common sense. Students need to be able to work with others and to be a 
contributing part of society.
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We still need to teach our students to be responsible and productive members of society and to encourage 
students to pursue their talents.
We would need to help them understand how they can help our community and become a contributing member 
rather than just very self-focused that concentrating themselves and their own jobs
Well what are we going to do train project managers if so then we need to teach Chinese.  Unless we get new 
leadership the only industry to teach them now is service industry jobs.  

What are the jobs of tomorrow and make sure we have the technology right now (not 5 years behind) to teach 
them what they need for those jobs.  Including having children who are not college bound to be able to go into 
trades so they can get a job and be contributing people of society and not leaching off the welfare system.
What interests them they should have a choice so they can do what inspires them or they will end up hating 
school 
What is best for the community
What sparks their interest, what type of personality they have and what job is best for them. 

Why choose just one of the three listed approaches.  We as a society, as citizens are so much more!  Why limit 
our students.  Teach them practical skills, but also teach them civic understanding, understanding of other 
societies and cultures, all of the humanities, the visual and musical arts.  The arts are vital to all societies.  If you 
want a good future employee, then they must have training in the arts for creative problem solving, working in 
collaboration with others, patience and empathy for other viewpoints.  To limit the goal of focusing on "jobs and 
the jobs of tomorrow" is short sighted.  Education is an organic process, not a linear process.
Within STE(Arts)M, it is important to personalize education so that students who are interested in specific career 
fields can get the instruction they deserve.  For example, if a student is interested in becoming a biologist, that 
student should have a career path for that, rather than just "science classes."
working with others, even if you don't like them

World culture and self expression are important. Post HS is soon enough for rigorous job skill development.
writing skills - kids just don't have this skill any longer...

A common comment about public education in the 21st Century is that it needs to focus on basic skills.  What 
would you consider to be basic skills  for elementary school students?
 the three R's.  Reading Writing and Arithmetic
 three R's
3 Rs, technology, 
Ability to communicate effectively; facilitation for creativity
Ability to read & comprehend what is read.
able to solve real life math situations (ex: shopping total, calculating a tip, etc)
academics, socialization, communication
acceptable social behaviors, traditional reading, writing and arithmatic
active listening, following  directions, reading, problem  solving 
all basic skills
basic daily living skills/responsibility/math/reading/writing
Basic math and Englidh
Basic math without a calculator and communicating thoughts in audibly and written
Basic math, basic reading, basic grammar, basic writing
basic math, basic reading, basic science.  General understanding
Basic math, listening and following direction, ability to process info and apply and adapt it to situation 
Basic math, reading by 3rd grade, citizenship
basic math, reading, legible handwriting
Basic math, reading, spelling, art, music, and social skills
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basic PC skills. accessing the Internet and knowing how to use it to access the needed information
Basic reading and mathematics
Basic reading, writing and arithmetic 
Basic skills are the skills/knowledge NWEA and similar tests measure.
Basic social development/reading/simple math.
Be able to read well.  Definitely need this as a base.
Beginning Foreign Languages
Beginning math and science classes.
being a reflective reader, understanding math facts and concepts, problem solving strategies, and being 
producers and not just users of technology
being responsible as a student and a friend
Bills paying things on time again proper skills for mild disabilities 
Build the foundation - Reading, Writing, Math, Science, etc.
collaboration
commication
communication
Communication
communication
Communication skills (non-technology based)
communication skills, arithmetic skills, socialization
Communication with other people
communication, collaboration, creativity
communication, creativity, critical thinking, team work
communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity
communication, health & wellness, social skills
Computer 
computer knowledge
Computer skills
core courses like math reading science
Core skills- reading, math
Core subjects
Creativity
Creativity
creativity
creativity and collaboration
creativity and communication
Creativity, visual learning, critical thinking, problem solving, communication, science, math, literacy, US 
government, global awareness, technology [computer, social media], health and activity, leadership skills, 
social/cultural/religious skills, ethics.
Critical thinking  communication and play
critical thinking and creativity
critically reading and problem solving skills
crtiical thinking, problem solving (and corresponding skills), comprehension of texts
Cursive writing
development of reading writing and math
Discipline, collaboration
ENGLISH, MATH, READING AND WRITING
Fluent comprehending readers and math masters (multiplication tables)
fun, reading, writing, more books, more stories, more math, more art, world languages, play time, playground 
time, maker spaces...legos! 
fundamental skills which can be built upon to move students forward in later grades.
Fundamentals ... Basic math, economics, values, working together
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Fundamentals in math, spelling, reading, writing, computers
Fundamentals of arithmetic, navigating a computer, mastery of reading, learn to listen/take pride in & 
responsibility for work, fundamentals of our language when written & spoken
fundamentals of reading and math
general common core...math, language arts, science, social studies, the arts and recess
Getting along with others even if they do not agree with you or your ideas. In other words - learning to play well 
with others. 
Getting away from common core and returning to the old state standards that are specific and didn't have holes 
between grade levels 
Hands-on learning, the main subjects, arts and not so much focus on endless testing and data!
Handwriting
Handwriting and Cursive. How will our children sign their name or be able to read certain documents if they are 
not taught cursive? 
HANDWRITING, math, phonics, reading
How to study and prepare for tests and lessons
independent skills
indepth mastery of basic academic skills volunteering
interaction with others and core learning

language arts (speaking/reading/writing), problem solving, creativity, respectful attitude toward self and others
Learn how to ask the right questions and find the answers.
learn to be a student;reading, mathematics, social studies, music, art, physical education, citizenship
learn to read, write, and basic math
learning reading, writing, math skills
learning the basics (the facts, the tools)
learning to love reading. Exploring different types of books and writings so that all students can be engaged in 
some way. Beginning math skills. Citizenship. 
learning to read and write and math. learning how to treat each other . learn if they have a disability..
learning to read proficiently, hands-on science, math skills, writing skills
Learning to read! Basic mathematics, writing skills, and collaboration
Learning to read, basic math, technology, early languages including foreign
learning to read, then reading to learn.  I defer to qualified teachers that have training in child development and 
education to decide this.
Listening
literacy, math fluency, writing, problem-solving, creativity, independent thinking, digital citizenship
Master reading, math and science.
math
Math / Reading
math- adding, subtracting, mulitply, division; reading - learning basics
math and English
math and reading
math and reading
Math and writing
math facts, basic problem solving using multiplication and division, reading, writing complete sentences and 
paragraphs, basic measurement skills, writing cursive, keyboarding
math reading , writing
MATH READING WRITING
Math, English & Science/ Computer Science
math, english, science, life skills, foriegn language
Math, Language, Writing, Basic Typing Skills
math, logic, reading
math, reading
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Math, reading and writing skills
Math, reading, basic ethics and tolerance, social studies, science.
math, reading, problem solving, socialization, responsibility
Math, Reading, Writing
Math, reading, writing (including cursive..how will they even know how to write their own signature if cursive is 
not taught?, telling time, money and basic money management 
math, reading, writing, creativity, liberal arts
math, reading, writing, teamwork, basic problem solving, interpersonal skills, 
math, science,  language,  and history 
Math, Science, , typing .Technology, Grammer , Cursive , study skills 
math, science, communication skills
Math, science, English, computers 
math, science, reading and writing
Math, science, reading, arts
Math, Technology, and Lang Arts
Math,science, reading, social skills
Math. Eng, science and computer tech
mathematics and reading
Money skills, basic computer skills
music, carpentry
Number sense and reading comprehension
organizational and strong mathmatical and reading skills
perserverance
physical dexterity (hand writing of printing AND cursive), art skills, music, skill, physical education (sports AND 
dance), reading, math, story telling, science
play (social skills), motor development, introduction to artistic development, reading, writing, arithmetic, 
comprehending basic concepts in science and social studies
play and curiosity as a source of learning
Preparation for success at middle school
Problem solving and collaboration
Problem solving, critical thinking skills, collaboration, communication 
Proper grammer and writing
Reading
reading
Reading
Reading
reading
Reading 
Reading & Comprehending fiction/nonfiction texts, writing organized pieces and sharing writing, basic math with 
problem solving
Reading (comprehension, word recognition, phonics, etc.) math, science, basic communication/lifeskills
Reading , writing , math. 
Reading , writing, math, technology and social studies and science
reading and basic math
Reading and math
Reading and Math
reading and math
Reading and Math
Reading and math
reading and math
reading and math
reading and math
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reading and math comprehension
reading and writing
reading and writing
Reading and writing and math
reading and writing and study skiils
Reading and writing, including cursive 
Reading and writing; speaking in public: math and arts
Reading at grade level, writing short paragraphs, cursive, typing 20 WPM, math of all operations
Reading comprehension
Reading comprehension
Reading comprehension, basic math, how to have fun
Reading comprehension, core math skill set, but also communication broadly (speaking in front of groups, 
confidence in articulating their viewpoint, etc.)
reading comprehension, social interaction, introduction to arts and sciences equally
reading comprehension, spelling, literature, writing, problem solving, math, science, history, language, civic duty, 
personal interest

reading comprehension, writing in own words, understand basic math skills without the use of a calculator
reading comprehension, writing skills, number sense and computation, arts, and civics
reading math
Reading math and computer usage social skills 
reading math writing science computer
Reading writing and arithmetic
Reading writing and math
Reading writing and math, general history and science.    These are still the building blocks of all skills. 
Reading writing and math. Foreign language!!!!
Reading writing arithmetic
Reading writing basic math
reading writing basic math science languages
reading writing math
reading writing math spelling nutrition
reading writing penmanship math
reading, appropriate math
Reading, basic math, and writing skills
reading, basic math, internet safety and etiquette
reading, computation, collaboration, personal responsibility, creativity and play, knowledge and practice in the 
arts
reading, grammer, kid lit, math, science and local and US history.
Reading, Handwriting,Math
reading, math
reading, math 
Reading, math and writing
Reading, math facts, social skills, following directions, cooperative learning
Reading, math, being good citizens, appreciation for the arts
Reading, Math, Communication, Collaboration
reading, math, grammar
Reading, math, history, art, physical education
Reading, math, science
Reading, math, science, collaboration
reading, math, science, social studies
reading, math, science, social studies, citizenship
Reading, math, science, social studies, health
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reading, math, science, ss, guidance, arts
Reading, math, science, technology 
reading, math, science, working together
Reading, Math, Writing
reading, math, writing
Reading, Math, Writing, Problem Solving
Reading, Reading Comprehension, Math and Science
reading, spelling, basic math
reading, spelling, math
reading, spelling, mathematics, beginning to write and form coherent thoughts
reading, spelling, writing, math, science and foreign languages 
Reading, writing & math fundamentals
reading, writing (cursive), foundations math facts
Reading, writing (including cursive), math, and basic problem-solving skills.
Reading, writing and arithmetic
Reading, writing and arithmetic. 
Reading, writing and math
reading, writing(including cursive), math
reading, writing,  math skills, responsible behavior
reading, writing, addition, subtraction, word problems, speech
Reading, writing, and math
Reading, writing, and math
Reading, writing, arithmatic
reading, writing, arithmetic
reading, writing, arithmetic
Reading, Writing, Arithmetic 
Reading, writing, arithmetic, and computer skills.
Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Creativity and Communication
Reading, writing, arithmetic, science
Reading, writing, arithmetic, telling time, money 
reading, writing, artithmatic
reading, writing, basic math
reading, writing, basic math
reading, writing, fundamentals of mathematics & study skills
reading, writing, keyboarding, arithmatic

Reading, writing, language (foreign & English), math, science, US history, technology familiarity, core values
reading, writing, math
Reading, writing, math
Reading, writing, math
reading, writing, math
reading, writing, math
Reading, Writing, Math
Reading, Writing, Math and Creative Thinking
Reading, Writing, Math and Science
Reading, Writing, Math skills, social skills, collaboration
reading, writing, math, and communication with others
Reading, writing, math, and science.
Reading, Writing, Math, Art, Music, Gym, Social Studies
Reading, Writing, Math, basic manners (should be taught at home more so, however)
Reading, writing, math, basic science
Reading, writing, math, being good citizens
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reading, writing, math, character building
reading, writing, math, creativity, communication, history, science, music, art, health, 
reading, writing, math, deductive reasoning
Reading, writing, math, foreign language, music, art
reading, writing, math, foreign language, music/art, history
Reading, Writing, Math, Language Arts, Science, Social Studies
Reading, writing, math, language, science, community involvement
reading, writing, math, music, art
reading, writing, math, science
Reading, writing, math, science 
reading, writing, math, science, art, music, social studies, foreign language, play. Get the computers out of the 
elementary school.  They know how to use them.
reading, writing, math, science, arts
reading, writing, math, science, history, social studies
reading, writing, math, science, social studies
Reading, writing, math, science, speech
Reading, writing, math, science. Less standardized testing.
reading, writing, math, socialization
Reading, Writing, Mathematics (Arithmetic)
reading, writing, mathematics, cooperation/collaboration
Reading, writing, mathematics, science
Reading, writing, mathmetics

Reading, Writing, Spelling, Math, Science, Social Studies, Technology, Socialization and Cursive Handwriting.  
reading, writing, typing, using technology, basic math and money skills
Reading, writing,math
Reading,Math,Science,Spelling
Reading/Language/Writing/Math/Science and the Arts
Reading/writing 
Reading/writing 
Reading/WRiting/Math/Science/PE
Reading/Writng/STEM
responsibility 
saving and spending
Self-awareness, social skills, reading (NOT in pre-K or K, beginning in first grade), concrete problem-solving 
skills, active play. For young children, active and creative play is work. That is how they learn to exist in the 
world and as part of the social order.
signing your name
Socailization, reading, writing, math, civic responsibility
Social emotional skills, cognitive skills, physical development.
Social interaction
Social interaction with others and basic "people" skills, but primarily how to act in a scocial environment then 
moving toward more technical skills.
Social skills development, hands on actvities, play based learning opportunities 
social skills, reading, math, science, musical sense
social, collaborative, reading/comprehension, math fluency/problem solving skills
socialization, reading, art and musci skill/appreciation, healthy lifestyles
Solid foundation of education with some technology but not all of it on a stupid computer!
Spelling and using correct grammar
STEM learning preperation.
STRONG reading and comprehension skills, solid abilities in math basics, and U.S. history.
Students develop effective communication skills.
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team work/collaboration, communication, tolerance, problem solving, organization, reading, writing, 
mathematics, science, social studies, computer proficiency, typing, art, music, physical health, 
handwriting/cursive
teamwork, computer skills
Teamwork, social skills, creativity, problem solving
the 3 Rs - reading, writing, & arithmetic
The skills required to learn science,math,literature and history.
Things that they enjoy learning
Thinking independently 
US HISTORY, reading, writing, BASIC science, math
Verbal and Written Communication/ Social Skills how to conduct a conversation face to face or in a group 
situation without a phone/computer / How to handle disappointment, teach them to work hard at getting what they 
want not wait for it to be given to them. Teach them how overcome a loss or a bad grade and what to do to get 
better at what they are trying to accomplish   

well-read, math-ready, biology-knowing, possible second language skills (high lexile scores, basic algebra, etc)
world language study (15 min 3 times per wk will do)
Writing and communications, arithmetic, basic science, basic social science and history
writing and reading
Writing and Reading
Writing and spelling
Writing complete sentences, more work in grammar.
Writing complete sentences. Basic math skills (facts of all 4 basic operations). Basic science concepts (temp. 
water freezes, boils ... etc. 
writing reading and math
writing, math and reading 

A common comment about public education in the 21st Century is that it needs to focus on basic skills.  What 
would you consider to be basic skills  for middle school students
 US History, application of math skills in real world problems, independence, positive relationships, analyzing 
text, conducting science experiments
A bridge between the basics at elementary level & advanced skills at HS. Perhaps build in focus on social skills, 
respect for self & others
A continuation of the elementary skills.
a deeper understanding of what they learned in elementary school and how to work in a group
Ability to communicate well orally as well as in written skills
Above
above, plus organization and self-motivation
Adding depth to reading, writing, and math, communication
adv. internet safety and etiquette, basic money skills, adv. math skills, writing skills
Advanced Computer Skills, Communication
Advanced reading, writing, math skills and exploring fine arts
advancement of all 3
Algebra and Mathematics, Reading and Writing, exposure to options
Algebra, Geometry, Biology, Reading, Public Speaking, Art, Music, Gym
Algebra, government, critical thinking, reading, science
all basic skills 
all of the above with the introduction of more technological skills
An understanding of government & the role it plays, more advanced math, writing skills
analyze, evaluate, effectively communicate
Apply the knowledge
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Arithmetic, computer skills, and foreign language.
Basic math, at minimum. Grammar, usage and mechanics. Geography. US History.
Basic skills are the skills/knowledge NWEA and similar tests measure.
beginning collaborative skills, communications skills
beginning cooking/health/math/reading
Being able to focus on completing full sentences and communicating to others 
being able to read and follow directions to complete an assignment, reading comprehension at grade level, 
critical thinking 
Being able to take a more focused approach to what technology can offer them in the future and how it can be 
applied to real life
Being able to write well, basic math computation skills, reading comprehension of technical text and a love for 
reading for pleasure
being producers and not just users of technology, critical thinking in all subject areas, organizational skills, time-
management, and cooperative learning
Both
Broaden horizons & experiment with other subjects.  Experience working with others.
building on core learning 
Building upon skills and help cultivate interests which may help inform later high school, college, and career 
selections
cirtical thinking
citizenship, reading/language arts, mathematics, social studies, physical education, arts
Civic duties- giving back
Civic education, history, increasingly complex math, reading, and writing 
Collaboration
Collaboration in all areas of study, continued advancement in basic academics
common core subjects with more critical thinking skills required
communication
Communication 
Communication & collaboration
communication and collaboration
communication and creativity
communication and problem solving
Communication collaboration writing
Communication problem solving and relationship building 
Communication skills
communication skills and critical thinking
communication skills, reading, critical thinking/logic
communication thinking
communication, body/health issues, sex education, and above
communication, creativity, critical thinking, team work
Communication, Critical Thinking
communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity
Communication. Written and verbal
Communications (EFFECTIVE reading and writing), Technology (APPLIED math and science), U.S. and world 
history.
comprehension
Computation and analytic thought (both technical and language related)
computer skill, math 
Computer skills
Computer Skills, Critical Thinking, Civic Responsibility, Economics and Communication
computer skills, math, language
Computer technology 
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Computer, job skills - prep for high school needs
Computers, advanced math, READING, collaboration
continuation of above, plus a deeper understanding of how to be successful, lifelong learners
Continuation of basic "people/social skills, Problem Solving" and quickly moving to technology, technology, 
technology education and training.
continue to develop the above skills and add information that will start students understanding where the future is 
giong and what they need to do to stay in-line with that
Continued Reading, Writing, Math and Problem Solving with an initial exposure to research/application of these 
skills within the community
core courses like math reading science
Core Studies/Communication 
Creativity
creativity, communication, critical thinking
Creativity, visual learning, critical thinking, problem solving, communication, science, math, literacy, government, 
global awareness, technology [computer, social media, programing], health and activity, leadership skills, 
social/cultural/religious skills, ethics, leadership and responsibility, initiative and self direction, flexibility, 
adaptability, economy and finances.
critical thinking
critical thinking
Critical thinking and problem solving
critical thinking communication and study skills
critical thinking, commication, collaboration
critically reading and problem solving skills
current affairs, reading writing, math
Developing stronger math, reading and writing skills. This would include more practice with word math problems 
and reading and writing in the area of non-fiction. Navigating the Internet safely and effectively. 
Discipline,critical thinking, collaboration
elaborate on the above
Emphasis on better Communication, perseverance, and critical thinking
Engage in broader education-social studies, US and World history, Science. 
engineering, sewing, cooking
Expanding on the above with fine arts, industrial, technology introduction in the classroom. 
exploring larger concepts - making connections to bigger concepts and integration of subjects
fluency, writing, problem-solving, creativity, independent thinking, digital citizenship
Foundations for autonomous thinking

geometry and advanced algebra skills, in-depth knowledge of the english language, secondary language skills
graduated math skills/social integration/science fundamentals
history science math english computer
History/Govt, Math Science, English, Music, Gym, Civics
Honing skills learned in elementary, looking towards higher education post-high school
how to budget money
how to effectively study and write research papers
How to learn new information
I am not qualified to answer this.  I  know my kids and how they learn and what I would like them to learn, but I 
am not a teacher of many and can't say what basic skills will be necessary for all kids.
if they have a disability help them. keep up with all types learning skill. math and reading. ect.
Improving critical thinking, beginning collaboration
increased organizational skills, study skills & academic critical thinking
Independence and Decision Making
independence, good time management
Independent thinking, main subjects, group projects
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Interpretation, writing skills, cause/effect
Keeping a check book, responsiblity, respect 
Keyboarding! Introduction of core subject areas, study skills, learning how to be a successful student in High 
School, social skills, basic Home Ec, and Tech skills, including computers but also more traditional "Shop" 
classes
Keyboarding, keyboarding, keyboarding.  Mastery of typing at a high speed is essential.
Lane kids according to their strengths. 
Learning "how to learn" and being prepared for the rigor of highschool
Learning to be independent in their studies
liberal arts, critical thinking, technology
literature, science, math, art, computers as a tool, experimentation, developing thought processes, foreign 
language, social awareness
making connections, solving problems, languages
Mastering Foreign Languages, Advancing Math and Sciences
math (without calculators) & language skills
Math , Science , Technology, hands on problem solving . college prep 
Math / Reading / Science / Social Studies
Math and communication
math and science
math and science
Math and sciences 
Math and the scientific method
Math and writing 
MATH READING WRITING
math writing
math, culture, general science concepts 
Math, English & Science/ Computer Science
math, english, science, life skills, foriegn language
math, reading, problem solving, history as it pertains to past events and ramifications if they were to happen 
again, increased responsibility (being relied upon to complete duties that contribute to the success of thier 
classmates)
math, reading, writing, speaking, 
Math, science 
Math, science, arts, ability to interact well with others
math, science, communication skills
math, science, history, english
math, science, history, languages
math, science, reading, writing and history
math, science, social studies, English
math, science, world studies, public speaking, foreign languages and writing
Math, technology and social skills
Math, Technology, and Lang Arts
math, writing, grammar, science, history
Math. Eng. science. Computer tech 
Math/Language/Writing/Creative Outlets/Science
mathematics
Midrange math, reading, spelling, art, music, history, earth science
more advanced levels of physical dexterity (art, musical instruments, tools in shop classes), physical education, 
world religions, world history, math, reading, writing (by hand in cursive to let the ideas and brain cells connect), 
science, social skills of teamwork, empathy, world languages
More advanced than elementary but reinforcing prev 
More challenging of the fundamentals, problem solving, and learning to think outside the box.
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More challenging reading that ensures comprehension by teaching the classics. Make sure the students can 
write well. Continued math and U.S. history including We the People
More solid foundation with options to add on math/science and other areas of interest
multi-step problem solving using basic math, writing a basic research paper, solving a problem using the 
scientific method, presentation/speaking skills, cooperative group work, identifying valid internet 
sources,understanding and interacting with local government
one step futher in understanding.  algebra, geometry, more advanced writing structures, etc.
Organization, communication & technology.
Organization, working well with others, ability to communicate effectively both verbal and written, understanding 
of our world, cultures and society
Organizational leadership/team building, diversity appreciation, development of elective and extracurricular 
activities
Organizational skills, how to prioritize work
organizational, applied mathmatical skills, reading and comprehension, applied science, arts and 
humanities...also applied
Perseverance
Preparation for success at Homestead
Prepared to study and acheive in high school.
Preparing them for the real world
Problem solving
problem solving
Problem solving and collaboration
problem solving using fundamentals
problem solving, composition, language (foreign & English), math, science, world history, advanced technology, 
global cultural exposure
problem solving, discovering what they are good at
problem solving, math, writing, science, history, social science/sociology, reading comprehension, language, 
civic duty
problem solving, More tech, math, language, being able to organize thoughts and write
problem solving/critical thinking
Reading & Comprehending complex texts, structured comparative/responsive writing pieces, problem 
solving/Algebra
Reading and math
reading and math
reading and math
reading and math comprehension, writing
reading and mathematics
reading and writing, technology
Reading at grade level, writing short essays, typing at 35 WPM, math, pre-algebra
reading comprehension, composition writing, U.S. History, advanced math & science, health
Reading comprehension, language usage/writing, math
Reading comprehension, speech, writing, history, math, technology, science
reading comprehension/analysis, writing skills, mathematical computation and reasoning, arts, technology, and 
civics 
reading math penmanship computers
Reading writing and pre algebra
reading writing math
Reading writing math community service
reading, grammer, literature, basic math and science
Reading, Math, Communication, problem solving/critical thinking
Reading, math, science
Reading, Math, Science, Basic checking/savings skills, begin to learn to save and not spend
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Reading, math, science, history and social issues, arts
Reading, math, science, technology 
Reading, math, writing and civics
reading, story problem critical thinking, math, finance
Reading, Time management, math
Reading, writing and math and computer
reading, writing, advanced math, science/technology
Reading, writing, arithmatic, physical science
Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, basic science knowledge,  American History, knowledge of other cultures
reading, writing, arithmetic, following directions, note taking, study skills
Reading, Writing, Grammar/Spelling, Math, Science, Social Studies, Technology more advanced, study-
skills/college prep, and project-based learning.
reading, writing, math
Reading, Writing, Math skills, social skills, collaboration
Reading, Writing, Math, Creativity and Technology
Reading, writing, math, geography, science
Reading, Writing, Math, Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, the Arts, Music, communication, critical 
thinking, collaboration, and creativity
reading, writing, math, science
reading, writing, math, science, arts
Reading, writing, math, science, arts, and foreign language.
Reading, writing, math, science, current events and history
reading, writing, math, science, history, social studies
reading, writing, math, science, social studies
reading, writing, math, soft skills, technology
Reading, Writing, Math,Science, 2nd language, Presentations
Reading, writing, mathmetics
reading, writing, project based learning, the arts
reading, writing. science and mathematical skills
Reading/Writing/STEM
real-world application of above skills combined with science and technology integration
Relavent math, build vocabulary, different genres of literature, varied grammar in writing, perf/visual arts
Research, Technology, Science
respect, language arts, algebra, history, computer technology
Responsibility 
responsibility  & contribute  to society 
responsibility, cooperation, writing and research, critical  thinking 
responsible Citizenship and  tolerance
same
Same
same
Same
Same
Same
Same
Same
Same
Same
Same and more emphasis on lab work understanding our government and our individual roles and 
responsibilities
Same as above but required to master more difficult lessons
same as above but some civic duty
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same as above but with more technology  also volunteering
same as above plus time management
same classes, just building on skill, honors classes
same including self discipline, communication
same with the addition of some courses in basic economics
Same. 
SAMES AS WELL AS TECHNOLOGY
saving and spending
saving money
science - language- writing - communication
science methodology, math problem solving, writing styles, speaking skills, skills of cooperation, our nation's 
history and beginning current affairs
Science, Social Studies, Reasoning / Logic, Writing, Comprehension
Science, technology, mathematics, problem solving, language arts
Scientific method, advanced reading, writing and arithmetic as well as exploration of humanities
Self control and responsibilities are learned.
self respect and respect to others
Social etiquette in business, intermediate computer skills, personal finance
social interactions 
social skills
Social skills , math, reading , writing , computer skills 
social skills ,basic work ethics
social skills, more advanced core subjects
social studies, advanced math, technology, writing
social studies, math, science,  languages
Social Studies,Math, Reading,Science
Specialization (Self Driven - create a requirement package for each career path chosen)
STEM
STEMs 
Student's become creative problem solvers.
Study skills and greater communication skills at this level
study skills,
team work/collaboration, communication, tolerance, problem solving, organization, citizenship (including digital), 
reading, writing, mathematics, science, social studies, exposure to the arts, physical health and nutrition, 
computer proficiency
teamwork, reading, writing, math, civic responsibility
teamwork,english, math, science, history
technology math, science, government social studies
Technology, reading, math, history, arts
Technology, Science and Social Studies
This is the time add in technology and further the basics.
Time management/Anti-bullying
To continue above items, and include life situations and lessons.
typing language communication math science

Understanding that there is more than one way to see things. There isn't ever going to be an idea, belief, agenda, 
program, or course of action that everyone agrees with or that meets the needs of everyone. Disagreement is 
natural and healthy but it' learning how to work together and compromise that is the best course of action.
understanding what options are out in the real world for jobs. Increase in responsibility.
US HISTORY, government, math, reading comprehension, common science elements
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Verbal and Written Communication/ Social Skills how to conduct a conversation face to face or in a group 
situation without a phone/computer / How to handle disappointment, teach them to work hard at getting what they 
want not wait for it to be given to them. Teach them how overcome a loss or a bad grade and what to do to get 
better at what they are trying to accomplish   
Vocabulary math spelling
Work on starting the technical aspects of English.  Focus on reading skills.Higher 
Writing
writing and math
writing coherently, broad overview of sciences
Writing research 
writing, critical analysis, math, science
writing, intermediate math, and sciences
Writing, math, problem solving, science
Writing, Math, Science and Social Studies
Writing, math, science, geography, health
writing, personal accountability, reading comprehension
writing, Science,  math
writing, science, deeper math, reading
Writing, Speaking publicly, Problem solving
written and oral communication, 

A common comment about public education in the 21st Century is that it needs to focus on basic skills.  What 
would you consider to be basic skills  for high school students
 government, math, science, life skills, history, English & foreign languages

A true liberal arts education - well-rounded, including math, English,world language, history, civics, art, sciences
Ability to construct a thoughtful or meaningful paragraph(s) based on a given topic. Ability to compute simple 
math problems mentally, such as figuring 10% discounts on retail items. 
academic skills: reading, writing, math / life skills: communication, critical thinking
adv. money & financial (credit & debt) skills, interview skills, adv. writing skills, civility edu.,
Advanced "people/social skills", "Problem Solving/Critical Thinking". Math, Math, Math and more Math, Science, 
Technology, technology, technology!
Advanced development skills in math and language
advanced language, biology and math skills, focusing on one or more core interests

Advanced math as appropriate, reading & critical thinking, fields of science study, advanced computer usage
Advanced reading, writing, math, and science experiences
Algebra and geometry
all basic skills 
all of the above plus collaboration
all of the above with slightly more focus on career and skill specialization
all subjects listed in the middle school list plus at higher more advanced levels including classics, creative 
problem solving, community work, surveil skills of personal finances, prep for colleges or trades, collaborative 
opportunities
all subjects, guidance on career paths
all the above plus personal finances
allow student to pick the education area that interests them
analytical reading skills, varied writing skills, mathematical reasoning and advanced application, arts, 
technology, and civics
analyze, evaluate, effectively communicate
Analyzing, synthesizing, problem solving, critical thinking, collaboration and communication
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Application of knowledge
Applled skills within/outside of the school with feedback regarding skills as well as interpersonal and 
intrapersonal skills needed to be successful
Arithmetic, computer skills, and foreign language.
balance a check book, savings, credit
balance a checkbook, interview for jobs, pay bills etc.
basic skill should have been taught by now and more advance focus should be the HS years
Basic skills are the skills/knowledge NWEA and similar tests measure.
basics above, plus beginning to explore own areas of interest and abilities (and some guidance with this as 
needed)
Becoming a responsible person. Not just as a citizen of the United Sattes, but as a citizen of the world. This 
means being able to empathize, sympathize, care for and about others, and putting personal WANTS aside 
when it interferes with the NEEDS of others.

Being able to have real conversations with adults and expressing their thoughts in a correct way. Most students 
today and new hires cannot communicate well verbally and their spelling and grammar is terrible.
being producers and not just users of technology, critical thinking in all subject areas, organizational skills, time-
management, and cooperative learning
Both
Both of the above
broadening theses skills into applied disciplines 
Building and utilizing skills to make informed decisions about where their lives will head after high school 
including college and the workforce.
Business math/everyday math (how to balance a check book, etc.), science, history, and an arry of elective 
classes in creative writing, art, photography, graphic design, foreign language, advanced math, advanced 
science, etc. 
By this time each students strengths become apparent and can be more focused.
career exploration, teamwork, reading, writing, civic responsibility
Career exploration. 
career explorations, financial readiness, transitioning to adulthood (life skills classes), sex education continued, 
communication, global issues
Career field focus
career focus
citizenship, reading/language arts, mathematics, social studies, physical education, arts
Civics, Government, American History, World History, Math, English, Social Sciences, Music.
collaboration
collaboration
Collaboration communication writing problem solving
Collaboration via electronic projects
collaboration/independance
collaborative skills, communicating, planning on own, continuation of 
College and career based learning as well as public speaking 
College or work-prep courses, transitioning to independence
College prep
college prep
college prep as well as lifeskills (finances, mortgages, loans, cooking, running a household
College Prep classes for those who attending college but also technical classes for those who will not.  Research 
and writing, critical thinking, independence
college prep in society 
college prep, career choices how to acheive and succeed in chosen field, college prep,technology , math, 
science, 
college, current affairs, reading, writing 
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common core subjects with critical thinking skills demonstrated
communicating skills
Communication
communication
communication
communication
communication and critical thinking
communication skills, logic/critical thinking, advanced mathematics
Communication using appropriate technology, preparation for jobs & real world living
communication, creativity, critical thinking, team work
Communication, Critical Thinking
communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity
Communication, English Comp,. Economics, critical thinking
Communication, professionalism, representing oneself appropriately. 
Complete responsibility to be ready to step into college and greater communication skills at this level
Complex problem solving in all areas including "common sense" daily activities
compositions
Comprehension in math and reading
Comprehension, Problem Solving, Writing & Speech, 
computer programming, graphic design, mathematics, english language skills, writing and speaking 
communication,dual credit, AP, voacational and Career options, history, economics, the arts, robotics, 
electronics, engineeriing, science.... 
computer technology, work ethic, communication, reinforcing middle school itinerary
continuation of both above, plus a broad range of classes that expose students to many different subjects and 
social settings based on how the class is taught
Continuation of skills with training in a specific direction.
Continue to broaden in some areas - focus on interests.  Continue to work with others.
cooperation with others, basic business and financial skills, critical thinking and application of skills
Core 40, 
Core curriculum with flexibility to offer current relevant classes that will provide basic skills in jobs that are 
relevant years from now
Core studies
creative thinking
Creativity and Team Work
Creativity, visual learning, critical thinking, problem solving, communication, science, math, literacy, government, 
global awareness, technology [computer, social media], health and activity, leadership skills, 
social/cultural/religious skills, global awareness, leadership and responsibility, initiative and self direction, 
flexibility, adaptability, economy, finances, entrepreneurial skills, specific life skills: i.e. wood working, 
construction, food prep, horticulture, animal husbandry, green living.
crintical thinking, communication, 
Critical thinking
critical thinking
Critical Thinking
Critical thinking 
critical thinking 
Critical thinking and creativity
critical thinking study skills application of skills
critical thinking, able to work independently and in groups, able to communicate with others, have a global 
awareness of other cultures
Critical thinking, Citizenship (emphasis on social responsibility and cooperation, NOT blind patriotism); 
advanced STEM courses for those students so inclined; continued development of language arts and 
communication skills.
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Critical thinking, competency in essential academic areas, exploration of areas of student interest
critical thinking, computer/technology skills
Critical thinking, global awareness
critical thinking, persuasive writing, comfort level with math
critical thinking, taking initiative, community involvement
critical thinking, working collaboratively
Critical thinking/problem solving, 
critically reading and problem solving skills
Dedication
depending on "strength" of student - core in English/Language/Literature, OR math/science, OR social 
studies/history/geography, Europeon Foundations, African Foundations, U.S. Government
Development of problem solving skills, and to work in two's or small groups effectively.
Discipline,communication, critical thinking, collaboration
ethics,english, writing,math, science, financial responsibility
financial  management, job hunting, personal safety 
finding their field of expertise - will very by student
Fine tuning individual areas of study and interest. 
fluency, writing, problem-solving, creativity, independent thinking, digital citizenship
Focus on technology of math and computers.  Don't force them to do work problems only one way.  Sometimes 
students have their work correct but figure out their style instead of forcing them to work per the teacher and get 
counted wrong if they don't follow her way. 
Focus on the future and obtain life and work skills.
Foreign Language, Art, Calculus, Chemistry, Gym, Music, Political Science, Economics
Foreign Language, College Prep, Algebra/Calculus
full range of level for all english/math/etc, plus vocation eduation, dual credit

Further Self Driven Specialization (Yes this would change standardization, yet without all this additional testing, 
kids could really get to work on what it is which would help them to become a more functional member of society.  
Global reading (Western/Non-Western Lit), Research Writing pieces, Advanced Math 
government, higher math skills, advanced sciences
Government, How to balance a check book - soft skills
High level math
honing in on students interests so that they can be independent learners and do what they wish to in the future 
because of good basic skills
Honors Classes/College credit for Literature, Writing (APA, Technical, and Creative), Math, Science, Social 
Studies/World Issues, Technology more advanced, opportunities to learn skills that interest them (even if it 
includes trade and service industries...not everyone will go to a 4-year college or beyond), and project-based 
learning.
How to apply what they have learned in real life
Include all above items, plus job shadowing opportunities and  continued social building skills to make them 
functional adults after graduation.
Independence, understanding of finance and government, focusing on skills and study to prepare them for a 
trade school or 2-4 year degree
Independence; sustained ability to think and problem-solve autonomously
independent learning and organization with higher level critical thinking & problem solving 
Integrated learning, applicable applications to learning
Interviewing skills, application skills, advanced computer skills
Job preparedness 
job seeking skills

keep developing the basic skills and the next level, provide the students the information on where innovation is 
heading and prepare them to move into the roles that are needed in the future of the country and/or globally
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Languages and above
Learning to work together
Life skills for independent living
math and writing
Math and writing 
math communucation conflict resution science language
MATH CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS
math reading writing public speaking
math science english history govt
math science penmanship computers
Math, English & Science/ Computer Science
math, english, science, life skills, foriegn language
math, history, science, english
math, language, critical thinking
Math, literature, world affairs and lots of writing.
math, reading science technology and career exploration
Math, science and independent/critical thinking skills
Math, science, arts, awareness of the world around them
math, science, economics, communication skills
Math, science, English, interest classes to prepare for college
math, science, hands on experimenting
Math, Science, Language Arts, writing
math, science, languages
Math, science, reading, writing, typing / keyboarding
math, science, social & civic skills
math, science, writing, speaking
Math, technology and social skills
Math, Technology, Language Arts, career awarness and development
Math, writing papers, science, group projects
Math. Eng. science computer tech
Math/Science/Language/Creative Outlets/college-career prep/Civics
money management. 
more advanced daily living skills. A lot of kids may not have exposure to even basic ideas of maintaining a 
home/job. Even now there is more about investment and retirement and stocks then ever before. If that is not 
taught/it's hard to navigate on your own.
More challenging of fundamentals, probl solving in group settings, hands on projects that reflect current job 
demands.
More focused on area of interest
more in depth studies of above
more specifics in various content fields
more world studies
More writing and computer skills, math, communication
Networking with peers, value of hard work
Obtaining an Associates Degree at Graduation
Organizational leadership, career exploration, technical skills
organizational, applied math/project based learning, applied science/project based learning, focus on reading 
comprehension/applied, arts and humanities/applied 
Political correctness is NOT a basic skill. Keep that in mind!
Positioned to achieve the next education milestone, college.  
prep for real life situations 
prepaid them for some of the hard classes there take. 
Preparation for post-secondary education (whether college or trades) and communication
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Preparation for success at college/trade school
Preparatory studies, technological application, advanced Science & math, communications, problem solving, 
vocation-specific curriculum paths
prepare for college or trade skills
preparing for college (critical thinking) and the work force (communication)
Preparing the students for college and the job market
Preparing them for the real world
Problem solving and collaboration
Problem solving and critical thinking
problem solving, internships, career studies, increased involvement in the community, even more responsibility, 
learning to see obstacles from multiple angles (along the lines of problem solving)
PUBLIC SPEAKING, PRESENTATIONS, GRAMMER
reading and math
reading and math
reading and math comprehension, writing
Reading novels of several genres, writing long essays, typing at 45 WPM+.
reading stamina and mathematics
Reading writing match life skills
reading writing math, extra interest classes
Reading, college prep or vocational skills, personal finance and investing
Reading, Math, Communication, problem solving/critical thinking, creativity
Reading, math, science, social studies, study skills, history, world affairs, arts, job training and prep, 
opportunities to discover personal interests, lifeskills- money management, home management, job searches, 
etc. 
Reading, math, science, social studies, time management.
Reading, math, science, technology 
reading, writing, advanced math, science/technology, critical thinking
Reading, Writing, Math skills, social skills, collaboration
Reading, writing, math, and computer skills
reading, writing, math, finance, leadership
reading, writing, math, science, arts
reading, writing, math, science, history, social studies
reading, writing, math, science, social studies
reading, writing, math, soft skills, technology, vocational skills
Reading, Writing, Math,Science, 2nd languae, presentations
Reading, writing, mathmetics, the ability to think critically.
Reading/Writing/STEM
readomg. writing,critcial thinking & analysis, logic, philosphy, mathematics and sciences
Real-life application of skills above infused with Problem Solving, Critical Thinking, Collaboration and Creative 
skills  
real-world application of above skills in student's areas of interest combined with science and technology 
integration
Relavent math and lifeskills math, critical thinking literature, complex grammar in writing, perf/visual arts
remedial reading and gramer if needed
Responsibility and personal finance
Responsiblity for self, advanced critical thinking and problem-solving
same
Same
Same
Same
Same
Same
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Same
same as above    also shadowing of different occupations   form some extended time       ome 
Same as above and stewardship 
Same as middle school
Same as middle school with the option of trades program.
same as middle with more variety of class offerings
Same including critical thinking
same with a greater offerings in the areas of writing, reading, public speaking, knowledge of how governments 
work
Same. 
same--with additional areas of student interest for careers
science and government
Science and technology 
science methodology, math problem solving, writing for communication, communication skills, the world around 
us and our role in it
science, economics, writing, languages
Science, Government,Math, Language Arts/Lit
Science, math, communication skills
Science, technology, mathematics, problem solving, language arts
skills
Smooth transition to college or voc traning.
Social responsibility 
social responsibility, differentiated instruction
Social skills, math , English,  writing , computer skills and problem solving 
social studies of world and US, finance, writing, deeper science
Solving problems both everyday and around the world.

solving problems with mult parts, drawing conclusions, seeing problems from all sides and offering solutions
Speaking, writing, meeting deadlines, communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity
STEM
still build skills, math, engllish, science, social studies, art, music, foreign language, computers, not everyone is 
the same, we have to encourage students to do their best in whatever they do. Be happy for those that excel, 
help those that fall behind, but ultimately the student has to make the choice. 
Still the sciences but also civic duty and nationalism
Students respect diversity in all things.
Take an idea and process, evaluate and implement it, be able to present themselves in a professional manner, 
be able to motivate themselves to complete things well
Taking responsibility for their choices, actions, etc.
Teach more challenging classic books and how to write critical essays.  Continued math for EVERY year to 
graduate. At least 2 lab sciences. U.S. government including We the People to graduate.
team work/collaboration, communication, tolerance, problem solving, organization, citizenship (including digital), 
world view/cultural studies, reading, writing, mathematics, science, history/government, the arts, physical health 
and nutrition, change orientation, computer proficiency
Teamwork
Teamwork and Collaboration
Tech skills
Technology
Technology Focus, Advanced Computer and Communication Skills, Social Awareness, Global and Cultural 
Education
technology, civics, science, math, communication, government, engineering
Technology, math, history, arts
Technology, Science, Government, History

190



Technonoly/Economics/Critical thinking "think tanks"
the ability to develop ideas and analytical skills
The remedial courses, required foreign language, public speaking, computer technology 
these students need to be ready to function in the real world. They need skills in living.  They need skills in 
banking and money management. They need skills in job searching and resume writing. They need skills filling 
out job applications. Life skills.
they should know the basics now and be allowed to branch out to apply the basics to specific topics
Training for jobs or college, being able to communicate
Understanding and experiencing the workforce. allowing them try out many different options in what they are 
interested in. More responsibility.
understanding history and historical context, world history, presentations, usage of and implementation of 
technology, written and verbal communication, creativity 

US HISTORY, problem solving abilities, some math (not trig and calculus), decent writing skills, basic research 
skills, good reading/comprehension skills, basic science, chemistry and physics understanding
using built education and engaging it in society
Verbal and Written Communication/ Social Skills how to conduct a conversation face to face or in a group 
situation without a phone/computer / How to handle disappointment, teach them to work hard at getting what they 
want not wait for it to be given to them. Teach them how overcome a loss or a bad grade and what to do to get 
better at what they are trying to accomplish   
welding, automotive
Working in group projects and all the above.  Require arts/music classes as well as stem
Writing
Writing and social studies
Writing formal research and lab write-up papers, solid online research skills, presentations, cooperative/group 
projects, synthesizing information from multiple sources, forming and supporting opinions, understanding and 
interacting with state level government and beyond
Writing skills, grammar, becoming articulate speakers. Finding ones own area of interest and exploring that prior 
to entering college. 
writing, critical analysis, debate, math, science
writing, critical thinking, problem solving, technology, music, 
Writing, Math Science and History/Economics
Writing, math, history, government, economics, language, science, speech
writing, math, science, history
writing, science, math
Writing, sciences, foreign languages, current events, using technology
Writing, Speaking publicly, Problem solving
writing, technology
Writing. Math. World and US history.  Government.

How do you judge the quality of the education students receive in SACS?
85%, 100% being perfect
A variety of ways -- word of mouth, test scores, the rigor of the classes my children take, the relationships my 
children develop with the teachers, the quality of the extra curricular activities offered
A well rounded individual.  Someone who has a solid knowledge base in all subjects, and who knows how to 
express themselves verbally.  A confident individual, regardless of whether their strengths are as an athlete, a 
scholar, or something outside of those parameters.
Above Average
above average
Above average
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Adequate, but needs improvement. This survey is much appreciated and thank you for your interest in my 
children's future.
Amount of positivity, communication, and support
Are we giving kids an opportunity to thrive, and are we showing what thriving looks like?
As good as any in the state of Indiana
Based off of feedback from my children compared to the education I received 
Based on personal experiences with my own children and their progress in education
Based on the achievement of my children, I see their individual growth and classroom environment and know 
they are getting the education and skill sets they need to succeed.
Based on the assignments my child is given, material being covered in class, and my child's ability to understand 
and show competency in what she is learning.  
Based on the communication of the teacher and how much my child can show me they are learning (through 
projects they do at school, discussions, work brought home). 
based on the student grades tell how much the teachers taught them in that area.
Based on what I see on a daily/weekly basis. Is my child being challenged? Are they engaged? The scores are 
helpful for me to know where they excel and where they need more guidance, so I do find value in standardized 
testing but overall I want my children to love learning in general and I think Deer Ridge/SACS has excelled in 
that regard.
Because I am a teacher in a neighboring school district, I always compare what SACS is doing versus what we 
are doing.  For as cutting edge and financially savvy as SACS is, I am very surprised and disappointed at the 
outdated 1:1 technology in the hands of these kids.  
Because there are no other benchmarks that are readily available, standardized text scores rule these debates 
about quality of education.  We may be too far gone to reverse course and change without a complete overhaul 
of thinking and practice.
Better than anything I had ever received as a child. Comparable to the rigor of my college experience.  
Better than average.  My own children were extremely well prepared for college and are doing well in their 
chosen fields.
By being involved in the district as a parent and volunteer - see first hand the results
by college and/or job placement.  Skills to succeed
By direct observation of my student, interactions with the teachers (when possible), and grades
by expectations of teacher and student, current on new curriculum and technology
By getting to know the Teachers and administration. 
By how many extracurricular activities the kids are exposed to (including music for elementary kids, and 
advanced classes for middle and high schoolers), and rate of acceptance to college of their choice in high 
school.
By how my children are doing and how well they are able to interact with their teacher and process with their 
teachers.
By how prepared the Senior students are as they enter the  next step - work or college - 
By how prepared they are to be "out in the real world." Grades K-12 are important it's the foundation to their lives. 
However, the real test is what they chose to do with their lives after High School. If they have a good foundation 
they will be better equipped to handle their future choices and dreams. 

by how well the student deals with decision making in any sort of situation as simple as deciding on expensive 
purchase or a trip.  Does the student take time to research, evaluate and compare options and is the outcome a 
matured choice.  Does the student panic and seek help or use a methodological approach.  

By how well their daily classwork, homework and overall individual grades are at their school. Standards may be 
set by SACS, however each school may employ them in a different manner pertaining to their school 
environment. I'm looking for how happy my children are at school. What is the point to have students who 
begrudgingly go along with the program and are nothing more than test taking robots of the school system? 
By how well their educational needs are met - are they happy and do they feel successful.
By how well they are doing in college and in life today.

192



By how well they do in college.
By individual progress of students.
By my children.  They will tell me about lessons and teachers who are impacting them.  Some students do not 
test well.  A test does not measure their learning.  I believe the student's voices should be heard more.  I feel the 
school has improved on this lately.  I know SACS is an amazing district.  We are lucky.  We can improve on 
some things, but I love how we keep expanding and developing new ideas.  
By my children's level of understanding of basic concepts

By my child's enjoyment of school, the quality of communication between the school and parents, the examples 
of learning that my child shares with me via graded/evaluated classroom assignments and conversations, 
access to the arts and available extracurriculars, decisions made by administration, availability of technology, 
willingness to listen to community and parent voices, safety of the school environment
By observing my children and what they are learning and their achievements. The feed back I recieve from the 
teachers and how they feel my child is doing in school.

By seeing growth in the individual child based on teacher comments, NWEA scores, and standardized testing.
By seeing the educational progression of my twin daughters.  Involved parents should have a pretty good handle 
on the growth of their children in their educational pursuits.
By speaking to the students and evaluating their knowledge base.
By statistics
by the % of students that go on to higher education
By the amount of learning and learning opportunities - NOT the data from tests.  Hands on experiences teach far 
more than prepping elementary kids for a standardized test.
By the growth of individual students (personal portfolios and course grades would a couple of ways to gauge 
this). The effort a teacher puts into lessons has an important impact on student success. Challenge the students, 
give them room to be creative, and then evaluate their efforts and growth with grades. That seems a much better 
way to rate success than a standardized test. 
By the knowledge the student shows about what they have learned and their ability to put it to use . It's not all 
about a letter grade. It's what they retain by how and what they were taught. The best part of a parents day is 
when their child comes home excited to show or tell them what they learned, knowing they first remembered it, 
second they can convey it and third they understood the meaning of it. Then use it as a stepping stone for the 
rest of their studies. 
By the outcomes. How well they can perform in higher education and careers.
By the overall school "grades", teachers willingness to help students succeed, regional/state awards and 
accolades, and college acceptance rates. 
By the percent of students that go on to attend college and further their education 
By the quality of work the students are producing.
By the quality of work the students does throughout the year and the growth or improvement that they show. This 
is evident in schoolwork, products, class tests, quizzes and teacher comments.
By the students' proof of understanding and applying their education. This is shown in their job, college, and 
some of their life choices.
By the types of homework and projects I see them working on; their readiness to move on to the next grade or 
college; the commitment of the teachers.
By their ability to be accepted to good colleges and universities first and the types of careers that many of the 
students pursue.
By their ability to be successful adults after graduation by being responsible, decent, caring people.
Can the students write well, analyze like a scientist, work through challenges, apply high level math, and 
understand civics?
Classes offered, knowledge gained, open lines of communication between student and teacher 
College acceptance rates and the colleges the students attend
College acceptance.
college enrollment rate following HS graduation and completion of college degree.
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College entry rate is a very critical indicator .  high school graduates are not going to receive good jobs anymore 
and in future in 21 century.
College graduates, acceptance into quality schools, winning awards at local competitions
Combination of grades & students' progression according to teachers' reports. Overall sense of community and 
pride when in any of the school buildings. 
Coming from a different school system SWAC does a much better job then the larger school system in Fort 
Wayne. 
communication with teachers & report cards.
Compare standardized assessment results with other districts in the State (if we had Common Core = across the 
country)
Consistent growth in my students abilities. 
Conversation with my child, whats new, what shes learning , how well she is doing in school . Grades do not 
mean much when gauging what she is absorbing. 
Daily interaction, learning, and activities of students with their teachers.
Daily progress, formative and sum native assessments in the classroom, and sadly, test scores
Day to day engagement and grades
day to day experiences of students, math scores, english scores, dual credit, AP, college entrance, local 
employer comments, behavior of students in the community and at events, leadership roles students are 
exposed to, SAT scores
Decent for this area but somewhat disorganized (especially with e-Learning).
Do students have the ability to make positive social contributions through their creativity, collaboration, 
communication, and critical thinking and to achieve a high degree of self-actualization?
Don't have anything to compare it to. It's probably good, not great

Education should not be judged on standardized test scores.  They are a waste of time!  Education should be 
based on how knowledgable a student is based on the classroom instruction.  By that, I don't mean taking a 
general Math ISTEP+ test, but a test or quiz at the end of a chapter, unit, etc.  Some students are more verbal 
that written learners.  But I don't think our district does a good job of including this as a way to evaluate students.
Even though I looked at scores when we were moving here to Ft. Wayne,actually walking in to the building & 
meeting the principal & teachers were far more important.  We weighed both when making our decision.  And 
right now- we feel that it currently is declining from what we experienced 15 yrs ago when we moved here.  From 
both the changes in curriculum and the quality of teachers hired
Everything is based on tests. Teachers are made to teach to the test. They are not aloud to be creative with their 
teaching. They all have to teach the same as their grade level teachers. It is sad...it's not about the students it's 
about how good SACS can look by our tests scores. 
Excellent
Excellent
excellent
Excellent
Excellent

Excellent - especially for those who excel in school, studying, and place on a priority on education. For those 
whom school is more difficult (learning disabilities, moved from outside the district, bad family situation), the 
quality of education is not as high. It is still good because the teachers and administrators try their best to meet 
the needs of the students. However, pushing them to meet pre-AP standards is not realistic.
Excellent although I know many students as seniors who are still not getting accepted to IU and Purdue our own 
state schools which is ridiculous let alone qualify for academic scholarships to help with costs.
Excellent based on feedback from my college aged child
Excellent!
Excellent!
Excellent!! Very pleased. 
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Excellent. However, wish the engineering programs at HHS would include field trips (e.g., to speak with 
equipment maintenance/engineers at the airport for students who are interested in aeronautical engineering).. 
Excellent. I truly believe that our administration, principals, and teachers work hard to do what is best for our 
students. 
Excellent. Top notch.
Exceptional if you take advantage of opportunities 
Fair h but slow to help children who maybe behind in their education
Feedback from my children, type/quality of assignments in their subjects and corresponding teacher feedback, 
talking with my kids on different topics and assessing the knowledge they have gained through class 
work/discussions
For the most part, I have been very pleased with the quality of education.  My son is only a first grader, so we 
don't have a lot of first hand experience.
For the most part, very good.  I do think teachers are forced to teach for test results and not an education for the 
students.  I would favor a more subjective approach for teacher evaluation.
formative and summative assessments in a variety of ways, not just standardized tests
Goal setting.  Students at SACS set and achieve both personal and educational goals with a high rate of 
success.  Both the opportunities that are provided and the level of expectation set by teachers and administrators 
foster the high level of quality.
Good
Good
Good
good
Good
good
Good
Good
Good 
Good - but could improve
Good for those who try.  The parents need to be responsible for the deadbeats.  Need more current event, 
including world event, education. Like personal finance  & job/college search classes. 
good.
grades, relevance of the curriculum, post secondary success
Graduation Rate
Great
great
Great
great 
Great expect for elearning.  In my opinion, as a whole, children are not learning the material covered on 
elearning days.  This is causing frustration, stress and lower grades for students that can not learn in this 
manner. 

Great staff and district just wish we could get back to teaching rather than worrying about teaching for tests. 

Great... however Woodside should be on the same schedule as Summit and Homestead instead of this 
ridiculous block schedule and Homestead should require students to take some classes that include basic life 
skills (see my previous answers). Learning about math and science only takes you so far…kids need to learn how 
to be productive, responsible contributors to society; in addition to parents parenting, they should be required to 
take some basic life skills classes so they are able to better care for themselves on a day to day basis.
Growth based on NWEA scores
Hate to say it but by the comparative success according to other schools or their peers.
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Have to rely on state's "grade" of school system unfortunately. I chose to live here because of the different 
opportunities in the curriculum/extracurriculars for students. That was most important to us. 
High
High quality
High quality education 
High school SAT/ACT scores, higher level courses offered to students at all levels
Highly
How detailed and accurate homework is completed. 
how do they do compared nationally, not locally
How do we compare to other  schools using many different metrics  Other than just ISTEP
How happy students are and how satisfied parents are.  Which schools foster community?  Which school do kids 
get to do "cool things" from the kids perspective?
How my child interacts at home.
How prepared they are to be functioning adults after leaving H.S.
How students perform and contribute after they leave SACS -- no matter if they choose college or other avenues -
- and how they compare with other students in those areas
how successful they are 5, 10, 15 yrs down the road.
How the student is able to respond to given situations
How the students succeed after high school graduation.
How they apply what they know in everyday life.
How well can my student demonstrate continued progress in reading, writing, and math. I also judge their 
educationally progress based on how well they incorporate what they learn in the classroom into the day to day 
life.  
How well my child is doing on homework and tests and if they are enjoying school and want to keep  learning 
new things.
How well students are prepared for next step after graduation.
How well they do in the classroom and other areas of their lives. To be well rounded and not above others. Not 
just by tests. I do not do well on standardized tests but was a straight A student. 
I am able to judge the quality by being an active participant in my child's education.  I volunteer in my child's 
classroom and elsewhere in my the school.  I experience it hands-on so that I can see if my child is being 
challenged and encouraged to give her personal best.  
I am happy with what SACS offers.   I am not happy with e learning. It does not work for some students.  
Students gain a lot from in class discussion and hands on learning.
I am very pleased with it

I base it on how my children feel about their school and their grades. I also compare it to other schools scores. 
I believe it to be very high.  I judge it by how my child did at Homestead and then college and how others do in 
college and beyond.
I believe my daughter is thriving in SACS.
I believe NWEA scores are a better assessment for student achievement.  I look at AP scores, colleges attended 
by graduates, and rigor of courses at the High School level.  After seeing the practice tests for the new ISTEP, I 
don't believe it is accurate assessment of student abilities at all.  It appears to be set up to mislead students and 
many questions seem flawed.  
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I believe that the educational opportunities available to students at SACS are some of the best in the country.  All 
of the teachers that I have met are there for the students, not for the money.  They want our students to succeed.  
Ask questions. Learn. Mature.   Many of the students step up and take the challenge.  Most of the parents in this 
district care about the quality of education.  I judge the quality of education by the number of students that 
graduate and move onto further education.  Whether it be college, technical school or branch of the service, 
these are the students that will achieve success in their lives.  It is hard to prepare the student that doesnt want 
to be in school, doesnt think ahead of tomorrow, (and believe me I have one of those in my house), but SACs 
educators continue to try to help them.  They don't give up.  They continue to try and find the one thing that will 
encourage the child to make progress in understanding thinking of your future goals is just as important as 
getting the best education that SACS offers.
I believe the quality to be very high.

I can only judge by the quality of education that MY 4 children either have received or are currently receiving.   
My eldest attended Lafayette Center, Covington, Summit and Homestead.  He is currently a Jr. at IPFW.   My 
second born attended Covington, Lafayette Meadows, Summit, and now Homestead.  My third and fourth 
children, both attended K-5 at LME, (arguably the best elementary in the district), my third is currently at 
Homestead, while my youngest is completing her final year of middle school at Summit.    It is important that you 
know this because what makes their education a quality one changes for each kid.  My eldest is currently 
persuing a career in professional writing and international relations. His quality education started in elementary 
when he was challenged in ways I could not when I homeschooled him (k-2 grades).  While I don't regret 
homeschooling, I admit that his teachers brought out things in him that I couldn't have begun to nurture. His 
quality education began with great teachers that saw potential and challenged it.  This continued into middle and 
high school.   I have stories like this for all three of my younger kids as well.  It all boils down to GREAT teachers 
being able to do what they've been trained to do, TEACH! Unfortunately the state seems to like to take that away 
and replace it with testing and unending mandates for silly data collection.  I am so glad that all of mine are 
beyond the elementary level as I continually see teachers plates being horribly overloaded with mandates that 
make it more difficult to nigh impossible to convey a love of learning.  Life long learners are what this world 
needs! Not people that expect answers in little neat boxes.  Creative thinkers and innovators not lock step cogs 
with a mindset that they can only be successful if they are on a career track in a field that has been deemed 
important by some nitwit in some office somewhere. 
I compare SACS to the surrounding school systems and how well their students are performing. 
I do not judge the quality of education based on testing.  This testing results only in lining the pockets of the test 
makers.  As well as turning my children into political pawns for funding.  I base my judgement based on the skills 
learned by my children.  As well as on their general happiness on a daily bases and the love of learning they 
obtain from teachers.  Studies have proven that there is nothing more important than a good teacher.  If a child 
has a bad teacher two years in a row they will no longer love learning.  It will stunt their educational growth and 
potential.  It all comes down to teachers.
I don"t see teachers sincerely concerned with an individual's success.  They are concerned with the success of 
the school and the programs.  There is a difference.
I don't know how I judge the overall quality but I can judge the quality by what my child is learning by her growth 
throughout the year in things such as reading, math, telling time, learning money basics, etc 
I feel SACS does a great job at preparing the students for their future. I have missed that now in HS the teachers 
do not communicate with the parents on a regular basis. 
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I feel strongly the teachers do the very best with what is required of them.  I have been a substitute teacher for 
SWAC schools and I have met many teachers who really care, yet who seem restricted in what could be an 
"educational opportunity".  Teachers cannot make students find interesting what it is they do not find interesting.  
This is the perpetual struggle our good teachers encounter daily.  It is what makes difficult students and worse, 
difficult parents who are not happy and I don't know one teacher who wants to encounter a parent unhappy about 
a side effect of their child being forced to sit complacently in a class they would never be in if they had a choice.  
These kind of encounters COULD be reduced greatly.  Certainly children happy and engaged in the active 
process of loving learning is what would make all involved in this beautiful educational process bliss.  It could 
bring about an entirely different SWAC School system as a whole and a role model for other communities.  
Furthermore, I do not think it will ever be a good idea to eliminate the role of the teacher by increasing e-learning 
days.  To teach is a career aspiration for a certain fraction of the population and we need these valuable people.  
E-learning should only remain a cold, snowy weather resort.  
I feel the discipline is ridiculous and can ruin some children's future. I understand they are strict but some of it is 
just too harsh and the child suffers and cannot focus 2 of my kids did fine two struggled because of this. SACS 
needs to lighten up !
I feel the staff and teachers are amazing. I feel their hands are tied when it comes to education. I feel that 
education is no longer in the hands of the educators. I also feel that fort wayne community schools are the last 
place I would ever send a child of mine.

I have been extremely pleased with SACS and the quality of education my children are receiving there.  I 
applaud the District's great work and the continued dedication of Dr. Downs, Dr. Simmers and the school 
administrators and teachers to our students and the high standards to which we hold our kids.  Public education 
is suffering a insidious attack from the Governor and state legislature and I am proud of all the hard work this 
District continues to perform to uphold our high standards under what must be enormously stressful conditions.

I judge according to reports for SACS graduates as they go into the work force or continue their education.
I judge by grades. Standardized testing is taking away from the teachers teaching. This testing is done just so we 
can see how students rate on an equalized spectrum.   Standardized testing in it's current form is already a bit 
much and if it is expanded (as proposed) you will further handicap teachers.  
I judge it based on more than ISTEP scores.  I base it on the community of a school. 
I judge it by how well the kids perform in everyday situations that require use of the skills they are taught (math, 
understanding vocabulary, understand the science behind the things they come across, etc.)
I judge it by the test scores across the whole district.  That showed me that there is a standard placed  in front of 
the kids and families of SWAC
I judge the quality by what I hear from students currently in college and how they are doing in their school now. 
Were they prepared for what was expected of them at a higher level?
I judge the quality of education based on the advancements I observe my students making.
I judge the quality of education by how the students communicate, work with others and realize the importance of 
creativity.

I judge the quality of education students receive in SACS by viewing my children's assignments, communicating 
with teachers/administrators, and talking with other parents from our district and other districts.
I judge the quality of education that SACS provides their students by how well the teachers prepare the students 
for the next level of their education.  This needs to be done by helping each individual student reach their full 
potential.  This applies to all students, across the entire spectrum of abilities.
I judge the quality of the students not by the scores that they receive while in school, but by their ultimate job 
placement and college acceptance beyond it.
I judge them on how they conduct themselves outside a school setting away from their peers, their verbal, social, 
and written skills when communicating with all ages of people. I judge them on how they take responsibility for 
their action, good or bad.  I really don’t care if they scored high on a state test, I care about how student conduct 
themselves in a genuine live situation.  
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I live in Southwest Allen Co BECAUSE of the quality of SACS; only Carmel-Clay appeared more attractive (and I 
would like to see that reversed over time)

I look at how my child is taught.  Who well they grasp the assignments given and grades they have.  All the 
testing being done today just makes the kids burn out.  Some go into these tests not caring just take it to get it 
over with or just don't do well in a test environment.  So I don't judge a teach or the school by the test scores.
I make sure my children are challenged but not overwhelmed. I look at theirs grades. I compare test scores of 
other schools in the state to the school my children are attending.
I pay attention to work brought home, I note communication and openness with staff and faculty, I note the 
cleanliness and organization of buildings, I note the grades issued by the state.
I place a lot of value on the district's focus on college readiness, and the college placement rate.
i see what courses are being offered, i see where the kids are electing to go to college, I do look at ISTEP but 
they are not a decider for me. to me the fact that SACS has things like an ALPHA program, great music program, 
wonderful clubs etc... that means more than ISTEP
I stay informed on what my kids are doing in their classrooms by checking MBC, PS, and speaking with their 
teachers.  I have many educator friends and family with whom I can compare what is being taught/learned at 
SACS versus other school districts.  We discuss how the material is being taught.  We compare which schools 
seem to prepare their students for whichever path they choose after high school.  I try to speak with the 
counselors.  The elementary and middle school counselors have been very helpful.  Unfortunately, the high 
school's don't seem to want to discuss a specific student's progress or goals.  I also look at the websites that 
compare school districts, not just test scores but also free/reduced lunch numbers, graduations rates, and other 
factors that influence a school's score.
I talk to my kids. I evaluate by their ability to read, write, and effectively communicate. To base it on these test 
scores is lunacy. I wish SACS would be the brave district to stand up to the state and refuse to give these 
developmentally inappropriate tests that are a step in discrediting public education.  If they would do this, as a 
tax-paying-voting parent, I would support SACS completely!
I think ISTEP is somewhat valuable but I do not know what the college/career assessment is. I guess I judge the 
quality by if the students and family feel content with the education and about the students' overall wellbeing to 
become a successful contributing member of society.
I think it is one of the best public schools available. 
I think overall the education is very good

I think SACS does a decent job under enormous pressure, from Federal, State and Local officials as well as the 
Parents. Sometimes it seems like the  sole vision is testing and placement. The ISTEP "roll-out" has been rather 
embarrassing truth be told. It erodes the students confidence when the site won't even allow them to answer a 
question. How fair is that to a student who has actually been "preparing" for these tests? I will say that I trust my 
daughter and her ability, even at 12 years old to "evaluate" certain aspects of SACS. Middle school has a lot of 
room for improvement. I would collaborate more with the student and rinse the noise to achieve real change and 
optimism when it comes to "Middle School". Help create leaders and not just kids getting their "ticket punched"
I think standardized testing says a lot about the quality of a district, but you also have factors included that skew 
tests scores like certain districts socio-economic levels and parental involvement. As a parent, I want to see 
evidence of my child being challenged constructively and growing. This may not always come through in an 
ISTEP score and is a subjective measure.
I think students are being spoon-fed. They are being taught how to prepare for exams, but there is not much 
room for individuality and exploration. Students at the high school level are required to take so many classes to 
graduate, that they often can't explore what interests them, and many of these classes are taught at a level that 
expects students to be experts and love the subject. 
I think the classes offered in high school are excellent  and middle school does an excellent job at preparing for 
high dchool
I think the quality of education in SACS is very satisfactory, it is the definition of holding students to high 
standards!
I think they do a great job.
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I think this is difficult to quantify, and if we are trying to quantify it, we may be missing the point.

I trust what their teachers say.  How they are performing in class and on assignments and their nwea scores. I 
If my child is happy, enjoys most things they do at school, is interested in learning new things, and that I am 
seeing intellectual growth. 
If my child is making progress with the core curriculum, if he enjoys school and has a love for learning.  If he is 
learning good morals, becoming more responsible, if his problem solving skills are developing, if he is 
communicating more effectively, if he has homework or outside of school activities, if he has an outlet for 
creativity, if he develops new interests over time because he is exposed to things he does not realize he had an 
interest in and if he is where he needs to be for his grade level and if he is understanding what is being taught to 
him.  
If my children are learning and happy. Not having a lot of trouble understanding the subject.
If my student is learning and gaining confidence in her education and self. More interested in the entire year of 
learning----than one test score.
If student can practice skills learned 
I'm from Western NY and I don't see much of a difference.  So I would say for the most part right on. Would like 
to see more oral presentations were the students do use creativity, and thinking skills
I'm not sure
In a variety of ways...  Mostly by participating in the process of the students' education.  Standardized tests give 
a very narrow scope of what goes on in school.
In evaluating the quality of education my children receive, I consider a broad range of information, including test 
scores, information provided by the school corporation and schools, information from teachers, feedback from 
my kids, as well as my own observations. 

Individual progress and students seeing their own successes, motivating them to want to continue learning
Interaction and conversation with my children, SACS test scores versus other area schools, and teacher 
interactions.
Interactions with students - are they respectful?  Are they able to carry on conversations?  How is my own child 
doing in her studies?  What is her interest in her education and learning?      Most importantly - is she in a growth 
minded classroom that rewards her for hard work, rather than correct answers?      This is the problem with the 
testing - students are working towards the 'right' answers.  They ignore the steps taken to get there, whether or 
not that child worked hard to think through their answer, etc.
Is my child prepared for adulthood regardless of path chosen
Is the instruction hands-on and engaging.
It is a whole person view of education from what academic skills they have achieved, what civic responsibilities 
have they taken on or are ready to take on, and the role the begin to take in community and society after 
graduation.
It is good except the grading scale is awful.  Shift it back to the traditional 90-100 being an A etc. Also, the kids 
need to be in outside activities that help them learn how to communicate with their peers in positive way.  School 
work is not everything in making the student a productive member of society
It would be better if there was more freedom in the classrooms and less focus on testing.  Teachers and students 
should have the capability to learn through exploration and discovery, and I do not believe they receive that with 
another test always around the corner.
It's been difficult to truly judge until our oldest student graduated and started college, then has done well. The 
student's GPA and ISTEP scores were high during school, yet SAT/ACT scores were lower than we expected, 
making it difficult to assess (and quite possibly more of a problem with lengthy tests such as the SAT). Since he 
has been very successful so far in college, it would be assumed the education from SACS was top-notch. 
Obviously, it can be very difficult to judge for anyone who is not in education.
It's pretty good
Just hearing my kids talk! But also, test scores give me a good objective measure.
look at students' growth on NWEA, the projects students are involved in, etc.
looking at graduation rates, college acceptance rates, 
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Mainly through test results.  Also, experience with other school districts and seeing the success that my older 
sons have had in college and the workforce.
Monitoring the education and success of my own children, looking at overall and statewide rankings of SACs in: 
gpa, graduation rates, curriculum, grads seeking higher education, test scores 

My child is more than a test score...I believe this true of all students not just my own. One test ISTEP or other is 
NOT a clear picture of any student. These scores do not measure a student's success nor a teacher's success or 
failure. I judge quality by my own student's personal emotional, social and academic growth and grades given by 
teachers who know them. I will never judge my child nor a district by one paper-pencil or computer exam.
My children have only attended Homestead high school which has provided them with a great education to 
prepare them for college. They are pursuing their interests with classes that are available to them. However they 
have not been prepared for any outside world experience. The main focus was on education and getting into 
college. 
My childrens ability to excel and pushing them to do more
My children's education has been excellent so far. They receive individualized attention, differentiated 
instruction, and are challenged to be responsible and team players. Nwea tests are helpful in tracking progress 
and addressing issues as they come. 
My child's ability to adapt in whatever environment he is placed in. Childs ability to work independently. 
My kids perform well, but overall, I don't know where they stack up to others.  I was pleased with most of the 
teachers my kids had in elementary school, but not as impressed with some of the middle school teachers as 
some of the course work seemed, oh, I don't know, maybe...easy/lower than grade level.  This is a difficult 
question to answer.
My kids.  Their level of knowledge & their preparedness for College.  That's the only thing I can evaluate it on.  
Well done.
NOT by the current grading scale at HHS. That's a joke in my opinion. But rather by my students success 
inLearning in the class and independently
Not by the outcome of standardized tests (because not all children do well in a testing situation) but by the 
quality of character and the readiness of the student for college, career, adulthood and society.  Parents and 
schools have 18 years to develop children to be ready for adulthood and to be educated, informed, connected, 
responsible, contributing members of society.

Not well - and we have academically advanced children who are at the top of their classes (Alpha and hs).
Number of students going on to college, seeing past students working in the community
NWEA growth compared to district and national.
NWEA scores  report cards, graduation college ready success

NWEA scores for elementary and middle school students show how students rank nationally in specific subjects.
On students ability to succeed after high school in college or job.
On the higher end.
On the whole, the quality is high. I feel the quality is taking a hit by policies being directed by politics. I'm 
concerned about school being directed to common assessment and teaching the same thing at the same time. I 
fear we're moving towards "cookie cutter" education and teaching. Not only do the students need to be creative, 
teachers also need to be allowed to be creative. Good teaching is an art. Students benefit from teachers who are 
excited about what they're teaching and how they have some freedom in how they teach it to match the 
individual needs of their individual students. 
One way I evaluate quality is to compare how students from across IN. and students from SACS perform on state 
tests.
Overall grades and basic understanding of skills.
Overall I believe the quality is great.  
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Overall I think the quality of education is high.  I also think the size of the high school decreases the ability to 
individualize attention for students. I think students that are performing at a very high academic level are well 
served and students with special needs and accommodations are well served.  Students that fall in the middle 
can get lost and don't get the same experience or quality of education.

Overall I would judge it as good compared to my public school experience at Saginaw Arthur Hill in Michigan.  I 
will say one recent complaint is the willingness of the school to call off school for weather - it's gone way, way too 
far in my opinion.  Today is a beautiful day, just a bit cold.  Why cancel a fine day of learning for that?  It's out of 
hand....    Lastly I also do not appreciate the political leanings of certain teachers and how they influence the 
kids.  I feel political leanings should be completely left out of schools and teachers should be reprimanded for 
trying to influence kids one way or the other.  It happens every day, 
Overall very good! However e-learning affects the students and families. They work on computers and lack 
personal interaction with their teachers and piers.  E-Learning takes away from the "excitement" of a snow day 
and causes parents/caretakers to become the teachers for the younger students.
Percentage of graduates continuing their studies beyond high school...
performance on PSAT/SAT/ACT, GPA, courses taken and grades earned, post-high school education
Perhaps by the content of our students' character?
Pretty high
Previously outstanding. Deteriorating. 
Progress and advancement of each student.  
Progress my children make

Quality education that may lack the awareness of the need for providing additional support for students who are 
not college bound or who may lack the skills needed for the job market. A lot of emphasis is placed on the CORE 
40 which is great for most.  However, there are students who are in need for additional support either earlier in 
their educational career and those who get to high school and are not given the support or training that they may 
continue to need in order to be successful while in high school or beyond.  The level of differentiated instruction 
tends to end at the elementary level. Some students need continued instruction that minimizes those skills gaps 
beyond the elementary walls and it should be available without students feeling left behind/off the diploma track 
in order to feel that they are not being left behind.  There is a high standard of learning which is good, but, not 
enough emphasis on helping students to become more responsible, independent or ready for the real world.  I 
feel as if more students should be allowed to take online courses or community based course work earlier at the 
high school level to help them to be more successful. 

Quality of education - A+   Elementary Schools - A+  High School - especially since new principal A+  Biggest 
concern/area of frustration: Middle School - it has been my families experience that most of the teachers don't 
nearly show/have the compassion/investment in students as the elementary schools do. I do not feel that they 
monitor the students academic progress nearly enough as they should.  We had two children go through 
Woodside. Note: I said "most"- I could name a few exemplary teachers at Woodside that actually took the time to 
invest/show interest in my children. I am sure that this is not "new" information for the district. 
reasoning and communication skills, technology abilities, creativity, problem-solving skills, etc.  also test scores 
for basic education skills
Regarding communication, collaboration, etc...basic skills mentioned earlier. Students will naturally work on 
these if the educator incorporates them into their language, math, history, music, science, etc. lessons.   Quality 
in SACS?....so far so good.
Report cards, Childs feedback

SACS for the most part is doing a good job; however, I do feel that SACS is distancing themselves from the 
powerful school system they used to be because they are continually trying to fix what isn't broken.  Let the 
teachers focus on teaching.  Let the parents focus on parenting. Let the administrators focus on administrating! 
SACS has a very diverse student body and it offers excellent programs for a variety of students. 
SACS is a great school system.
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SACS provides a very good quality education for its students.  However, all of the government regulations, such 
as common core, should not be followed.  Standardized testing is too intrusive to actual teaching.  Students 
loose a good percentage of actual learning time, because they have to review so much for these tests, not to 
mention the amount of time that is spent on taking the test itself.  We have great teachers, please let them do 
their jobs.  Let them inspire kids and actually spend most of their time bringing new information and skills to their 
classroom.  Also it seems that U.S. History is trying to be watered down to make it more politically correct.  
History is to tell the events as they happened, please make sure this continues to happen.
SAT scores, placement opportunities, etc.
SAT/PSAT scores - readiness for college or career
scores and grades and overall knowledge outside of the classroom

Since I am hardly allowed in the elementary school anymore, it's hard to tell. Overall, quality is good. 5th to 6th is 
a harder transition than 8th to 9th. English/lit, math, science, art, ss, well prepared. We might be lacking a little in 
the foreign language department only because the kids may be help back by the book. European and Asian kids 
learn english well. Good enough to use it.  Can our kids use their foreign language? I think the grading scale is 
good.  A 90% student should not receive the same grade as a 97% student.  AP classes are great.  Dual credit 
also. Optional ability to take classes at IPFW is great. It is not for everyone. How do our seniors do in college?  
Do we ever follow up?  How many drop out after 1 or 2 semesters? for what reason? ability to pay? no sense of 
direction? not able to handle class load? homesickness? I think they are prepared well academically.
So far they are good but could always use improvement
Some students do not test well. All of their schooling is compared to istep. This is so wrong. They are learning 
things that their parents never did and the teachers expect us to be able to help them when all it does is make us 
look dumb in our child's eyes. This promotes the.mentality of they are smarter than their parents. This is not 
helpful in everyday life. They may think this way at a job and that is detrimental. 
Sports is more focus 

Standardized tests compared to other schools, reviewing what my kids are learning, evaluating them as citizens.
Standardized tests, number of students that continue on to secondary education
State ranking (versus Carmel, HSC, Zionsville)
Statistics about what students from Homestead go on to do.
Strong for the state but average if compared to the entire country.  The Alpha program is exceptional although 
strongest in elementary school.  Students notice that many middle school teachers are not GT certified by the 
way they teach (too much busy work and not enough critical thinking) and how they disrespect and discourage 
the students by telling them they are not different, especially when they don't already know something the 
teacher thinks they should know.
Student engagement, parental involvement, student feedback (social media, news coverage, etc)
student grades, student performance on standardized tests, promotion & graduation rates
Student growth through assessments such as NWEA.  Students growth in critical thinking, collaboration, 
communication, and creativity to be successful in the workplace.
Students are receiving a top-notch education at SACS. Courses are rigorous and expectations are high.

Students need to make continuous growth. There needs to be a high percentage of college-bound graduates.
Students preparedness for college and careers

Students receive an excellent opportunity to learn based on the rigorous questions and problems that they are 
given to process, discuss, and solve.  They are given a great opportunity to be ready for the next level.
Students should be able to make an informed decision about what they want to do after high school. They should 
be able to obtain the skills necessary for the path they take.
Students should be judged on how well they can understand and solve critical thinking problems. 
Students' success in and out of high school; experience gained; well rounded individuals with skills needed to 
further themselves either academically or occupationally
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success now and in the future  excitement for learning  problem solving skills that can be applied to all areas
Success of the student after the student leaves SACS
Successes of graduates
Superior to most
Teacher interaction and focus on learning rather than on passing a test.
Teacher involvement, the homework the kids bring home, community involvement.  In my opinion the amount of 
cancellations this school district does really disables the learning.  The e-learning is a great alternative, but the 
cancellations are crazy!

teachers teach for the ISTEP.  They give up valuable teaching time to prepare for it.  Not happy about this.  
Teat scores, high school graduation rate,  curriculum rigor compared to others and college admission
Test results
Test scores (ISTEP, PSAT, SAT, ACT), graduation rate, college acceptance rate.
test scores and their knowledge when talking to them
Test scores to some degree, but also the sense of whether students are working at their own potential (not 
necessarily a specified level on a test, but students are engaged pushed to do their best and seek improvement, 
regardless of their ultimate test level or grades).
Testing is a factor, but enviornment, support, and teaching style is also important to me. 
Tests and word of mouth. 
The ability for my student to understand what is read, solve problems, and to think.
The ability to successfully complete difficult coursework necessary for graduation. The ability to be contributing 
members of scociety and the ability to be successful after graduation even if they do not pursue a college 
education.
The child's knowledge. 
The computer-oriented approcah to math & science is not working for my kids  Old textbooks from the 1980s 
have helped my kids more than the online resources provided by SACS.

The daily work and grades of students, the support they receive when they are struggling and their behavior.
The educators - teachers who are imparting knowledge to their students each day.

The growth of my child.  NWEA is a great indicator, but the day to day interaction with my child demonstrate what 
happens in the classroom.  My student enjoys learning and sharing what he has learned with excitement.  ISTEP 
is wasted money, 90 million dollars so that a Grade can show up for a school once a year in the newspaper.
The kids are tested to death!!!!!
The level of interest and enthusiasm my children have towards school and the level of interest and enthusiasm I 
witness the teachers and administration displaying towards the students
The percentage of students that go on to further education or career training.
The quality it great!!!
The quality of adult life is the best judge of education. Is the student able to contribute to public life, to have 
healthy relationships, to pursue further education, to seek and keep a desired job?
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The quality of education anywhere can only be determined by creating relationships with school personnel, 
teachers, administrators and SACS families.  Teachers  have been educated with the highest levels of rigor, and 
have been hired by equally educated administrators who understand education and know what is necessary for 
quality outcomes in schools.  Parents should be proactive in communicating with those who educate their 
children, stay in tune with what is going in their children's classrooms, and be vocal when they see something 
they don't understand or agree with.  First and foremost, though, I think we need to trust the professionals who 
have been charged with educating our kids and rely on them to get information.  This information is far better and 
more comprehensive than any a test could provide, particularly in since tests can only assess certain areas of a 
child's development--and often, those areas are not the most critical in determining success.  Things like 
collaboration, creativity, critical thinking, and authentic problem solving can't be assessed on any test, regardless 
of its format.  Therefore, relationships are the key to understanding the success of the district's professionals and 
how they are serving our children.    For the record, diagnostic tests are very valuable and should be relied on for 
baselines and benchmarks, but never for "finish line" information.
The quality of education currently exceeds many other districts in the state. I am concerned with how the District 
will be adjusting to students who will require more specialized education (not Spec. Ed) needs as more families 
decide to move into SACS. 

The quality of education in SACS is very high quality but there is always room for improvement and the district 
should continually look at the education being provided and make positive changes where indicated.

The quality of education students receive in SACS depends on the curricular direction and delivery of the subject 
matter.  Students need to be invested in what they learn and to be able to use higher order thinking skills to 
process and apply the information they have learned.  Students are able to use technology but they struggle to 
solve problems - students need to be involved in problem solving as well.
The quality of education varies.The trend of allowing technology to become teacher instead of a tool to assist 
teaching damages learning. Overall quality is good.
The quality of student education cannot just rely on one major test taken over the course of a few days. Tests 
like NWEA show the growth students makes through out the year, along with anecdotal notes and grades. A 
students' education must take into consideration all of the attributes that cannot be measured with a 
standardized test. Some students only show progress in the classroom. It is important to take into account who 
the student is as an individual and judge their progress based on their personal growth both academically and 
socially.

The quality of the education is excellent in SACS, but there is always room for improvement. There are still 
pockets of the student population who are underserved (based on socioeconomic issues). Additionally, the area 
of special education has needs that are not currently met if the district is going to do what is best for children.
The social behaviors of the student, their ability to think and read critically, to analyze information, and to 
understand the value of learning core subjects....these are a reflection of a student who has received a quality 
education.  
The variety of instruction, my child's attitude towards learning, and the communication received from 
teachers/schools.
The work done on projects and assignments in class every day.
Their ability to adapt it to use in their daily lives. Memorizing answers for a test does not mean they understand 
the material presented. 
their readiness to enter the next level of education
Their success in the real world. Can they make their own decisions and be confident in their choices. 
Their succusses.
There are flaws in the system.  Teachers need to work out a system where they do the same thing when they are 
doing e-learning.  Each teacher has a different way of having work turned in.  The result of this is 0's and F's 
because they don't know how to turn work done.
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There must be some form of testing to demonstrate comparative performance with reasonable benchmarks. 

They're not required to and taught how to study at home. As a parent, I don't know and can't check what they 
study at school. In math, they repeat old concepts over 2-3 years, but get too quickly over new concepts.
This is our first year in SACS, I do not feel that I have yet established a firm opinion.
Through conversarions with my children. I do not put any stock in any standardized test. I determine if my child is 
doing well by monitoring their day to day course work, their conversarions with me about school, and if they're 
happy and thriving. Also if they generally like and enjoy school.  
Through the future success of the students who go through the school district and the guidance and direction 
given to them to help make those decisions that lead to success.

Through the students ability to apply learned concepts to situations and create a real life link in application.
To focused on achievement  and not about real life.
Too much testing and the ISTEP is the stupidest test ever!  I feel the NWEA is a better tool for evaluation and 
only give it twice (winter is a huge waste of time and takes away from instruction).  Most sites only post ISTEP 
scores so this is actually a loaded question IMO.  Quality of education is as individual as the student and the 
teacher and finding a good match of teachers and students.  Teacher aren't chellenging kids anywhere near what 
they could be doing in SACS at the elementary level.  You are a high socio economic community and you could 
do so much more but teachers are so worried about test scores and their lowest achieving kids that the high kids 
are left to swim on their own.
Too much testing is occurring. It's not that testing isnt needed but it's overkill.
Top notch - differentiated instruction to teach the 4 Cs
Unsure at this time
Variety of learning experiences and opportunities, course offerings, high ability programming, 1:1 technology 
access, eLearning, availability of support for all learners, extra-curricular opportunities, culture/climate of the 
district, parental involvement
Very Good
Very good
Very good
Very good
Very Good
Very Good
Very good
Very good
Very good 
Very good.
Very good.  The quality of the schools was the reason for moving to this district.
Very good. Good at preparing students for college.
Very High
WAS GOOD. I AM NOT A FAN OF E LEARNING.
Watching my own child, how happy kids and parents are with the system
We are new to the district and feel that the schools are okay compared to our two previous out of state schools. 
My biggest complaint is there is too much emphasis on grades and tests in the elementary level. Kids should not 
be subjected to the pressure of letter grades until middle school. It is a trickle down effect and it takes the fun out 
of learning in the early grades. 

We are relatively new to the area, but I would say that the education received at SACS schools is very high.
We do like NWEA testing. Immediate feedback linked to curriculum. Our child even likes NWEA!
We have taken away teachers rights to factor in part of the students grade...i.e. effort etc.  They are based only 
on computer grades.  This is really pathetic.  Testing and computers should be only part of the grade....effort 
should be in there also.  SACS is very inept in this area.  These are still kids.
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Weather or not my child is successful. 
Well above average. They need to have teachers teach the subject versus relying on the worksheet assignments 
to do so.
What are the students talking about?  What are they discussing?  What classes push them to learn?  Is the focus 
on learning a bunch of rote material, or becoming lifelong learners?
What my children are learning. 
What my son shares with me about the things he is learning ... whether he can articulate it and complete the 
assignments effectively. With my daughter (who is special ed) it is judged by her developed of the goals 
established in her IEP.
What the students are prepared to accomplish when the graduate 
What they do after high school, can they advance their skills to next level.  I do want to see if they are 
professional test taker
what they do with it

When my children come home eager to share something they accomplished today I know the teacher is 
connecting with them. When we are going about our daily business and they connect something they learned to 
something they are doing, I know they are applying it and expanding their understanding. I especially appreciate 
the science that Mrs. Hollman pulls into her class. That is going above standards and peaks curiousity.
Where as I think the education students receive from SACS is high, it can always be improved.
where our graduates are going and what they are saying as they are in their fields of study... reflecting on how 
well the schools prepared them for the world. 
You do evaluate the quality based upon an assessment by the educator.  I also believe in the relationships that 
parents, teachers and administration create to aid student achievement.  We removed our daughter from 
Haverhill Elementary because we could not establish a strong relationship with the staff and principal.  Our son 
is currently enrolled in Summit.  We have an excellent relationship with the staff.  There is some hit and miss 
between schools that might need to be evaluated.

There were a number of comments in the discussions about the importance of having people from the 
community interact with the students (e.g. classroom visits, field trips).  How important is this to you?  Why?
 Kids need to see what jobs exist and what the tasks are in a variety of fields.
1. Communication  2. Understanding of how education prepares you for a career
A connection between the "real world" and school is critical in getting students to understand the real life 
applications of what they are learning. 
A school environment can only provide so much to the education of a student. Much of what is necessary for a 
student to survive and thrive in the 21st Century is out in the community.
A variety of people to interact and teach from their individual perspectives
Again, I think students need to see what happens in the world outside of school. I strongly value our students 
becoming contributing members of society and seeing and learning about what other people do in our community 
is an important step in this education. 
Allows students to see real world jobs and learn more about them first hand.
alternative learning experiences

Although a visitor may be interesting and a field trip fun, it can also be a distraction and a waste of valuable time. 
As a parent i like to observe and know what is happening in school.
As a parent, my responsibility is to teach them through various experiences, discussions including field trips, 
local news, national news and world news.
As a previous student of SACS I did feel very sheltered. Having people from the community come in from social 
service areas, police, nurses, would have been outstanding. The more exposure to communities different than 
our own is VERY valuable.
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As an engineer, I have presented to math classes in private schools about what I have done in my career with 
STEM. They don't realize all the opportunities out there to use these skills. It helps to application of what they 
learn in school
At all grade levels the person presenting or the field trip should have strong curriculum ties. This will help those 
student especially at the high school level who feel they want to enter a particular field of study to make a more 
informed decision for the future.

At the elemetary level interactions are good but as the kids get older the tips seem to be kind of a waste of time. 
Because classroom visits do not allow students to develop relationships with people in the committee.  
Opportunities for true mentoring would be preferred.
Because it can help students see how what they are learning is used every day. 
Because that helps introduce students to a variety of different careers and different personalities in life.
Because they may end up liking the careers that these people are informing them about 
Because this is real life!  Interaction with outsiders from Real Life will only enhance and enrich a student's 
education and experience!  Students should be exposed to experiences and people outside their usual comfort 
zones.
Breaks up the routine and boredom
Broadens/deepens education beyond classroom walls.
Building a sense of community about the importance of education, learning opportunities for students, being 
transparent about what takes place in our schools
Building relationships in the community may connect students to university settings, job opportunities and aid in 
the focus of ongoing contribution to our city.  
By having people from the community interact with students, it places a real life emphasis on the education they 
are receiving and what elements of that education are actually useful in the real world.
Career advice contacts internships tuition assistance 
Children are to isolated and see only a very small cross section of the world here.
Children need to learn how to deal with different segments of society and be exposed to different pursuits so that 
they can begin to develop their own particular interests.
Classroom visits, more importantly, field trips allow students to have experiences that they might not ordinarily 
encounter. 
Community interaction takes away from the development of other skills and coverage of the curriculum and 
standards. As long as schools are judged by ISTEP and other standardized tests, community interaction is not 
going to be a high priority.

Community involvement has many benefits (beyond attending an athletic event). Students receive exposure to 
and attention from individuals/groups who offer "real world" experiences and feedback. Visitors and field trips 
offer opportunities for engaging learning experiences that often motivate students to work harder or learn more. It 
is beneficial for the community to be more directly invested in the schools and students; it enhances a feeling of 
ownership in school, in the community as a whole, beyond paying taxes.  
Connects classroom learning to real life
Cutting the field trips was a HUGE loss. Lots of kids learn by doing and seeing. Experience can be a wonderful 
teacher. Books are great, but learning by doing and seeing are totally different.
Dependent upon which grade.  More relevant to upper grades.
Depending on who and what. 
Depends on the  visitor. 
Educators are not just classroom teachers.  There is a wealth of education just waiting to be tapped into in our 
community
Experiential learning is critical; experience of field trips and hands on learning will set our students apart and 
unfortunately, this is not occurring
Exposes children to life experiences, which is as important as course work
Exposing our children to the REAL world & ALL it has to offer.
Exposure to different career paths is very important.

208



Exposure to the tax-paying stakeholders is important because it allows those stakeholders to see what is 
happening and supports the importance of the educational process.
Field trips and guests can enrich the curriculum
Field trips are a great way for students to learn.  It is sad that we don't do them as much as we used to.
Field trips are important to give children a view of the world outside the classroom.  The same is true of 
classroom visits.  Another person's perspective is always good.

Field trips expand kids learning and helps increase their knowledge and understanding of the world around them.
Field trips tie classroom learning to the real world.  Plus, they are just plain fun and motivate students.  It is a 
shame that so few are done in SACS.

Fields have been cut at the middle school level. Some of the students' most memorable experiences came from 
going outside the school building into the community. Classroom visits, guest speakers, professionals coming 
into the classroom are great and have impact for a group. Field trips provide individual personal experiences.
first hand experience of this happening.  Someone comes in to talk to a class the kids half listen.  Ask a child the 
day after a field trip what they learned most say they don't know.
From a student perspective, things in school only happen in school and for other school tasks. It is very difficult 
to connect the world outside.
Get a true sense of the "real" world
Getting kids engaged with people of our community gets their minds thinking and energy into class recharged. 
Not to mention the expertise someone other than a teacher can bring to them.
gives information on potential career opportunities and interests
Gives kids knowledge about what's our in the world. 
Gives students a broader view
gives students real life interaction which may help them apply concepts and understand them better
Gives the students real world experiences
Gives them a sense of what is happening in the world they live in and will be contributing to in the future. 
Giving kids more exposure to the people around them opens their minds to what's happening in their 
communities
Glimpse into application of their skills. Helps develop the reality of personal goals.
Good experience for life.
Good for students to hear from another voice other than a teacher just to catch their attention. This can also 
reinforce messages a teacher is looking to hammer home.
good to have some "real world" experience.  My son was in the entrepreneurial class and by listening to all of the 
business owners speaking to the class (everyone had to bring someone in) he learned a lot pros and cons about 
business and if he wanted to pursue his own
Guest professionals can entice students to new job opportunites and careers.  I also feel field trips are important 
for well-rounded students
Hands-on and personal interaction with the students & teachers
Having them interact with successful people breeds success. 

Hearing others experiences and having  experiences themselves add excitement to the learning process 
Help parents see how children are learning outside of what they learn in the classroom
Help them to see they are part of a bigger community and it offers more/different opportunities to learn a wide 
range of things
Helps children see if what they are learning matches what's in the real world.
Helps engage students and gives them meaningful and real-life learning experiences.  
HHS/SACS makes it too unfriendly to enter the schools, using security measures without a good measure of 
hospitality.  There are too few hours for quality instruction in the core subjects already...leave the field trips and 
visitors off the priority list.
High school students can learn first hand what jobs are available in FW and what companies are looking for to fill 
those jobs.
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How do you prepare a child for the future if you give them nothing to look forward to? They need to know what 
their community offers them or they have nothing to strive to be.
i assume this means career day, field trips to the firehouse, the zoo and things like that. Yes, pulling them out of 
the daily grind and taking them to the learning site gives them another way to learn. Example: I hear about the 
red panda in class, but that conversation will never equal seeing one in person.

I believe it is a good idea to get the students involved in the community. I think there needs to be a balance
I believe it is important for students to see how their studies are applicable in the real world.
I believe it is important to educate children broadly about different jobs, people, the community.  But, keep 
politics out of it.  Religion should NOT be part of the equation.
I believe the teachers are enough. Maybe in elementary or middle school but once you reach high school the 
importance is less. 
I believe to fully engage a student in the learning experience it needs to be well rounded. I fully believe everyone 
learns differently and these other tools for learning help everyone. 
I feel it is important for children to not only read about and discuss topics, but to actually experience what they 
have just learned.
I feel it is important to involve families in the education of their children. 
I feel like it gives the students a more hands-on approach.  Instead of reading about it, they can actually go and 
experience it which will equate to deeper learning.
I firmly believe that our students need exposure to industry, and our business owners of the community need to 
see the kind of students being developed at SACS.

I gain so much knowledge about my child's education by having the opportunity to see his classroom in action, 
meet his friends at lunch, interact with his peers on a field trip. I am able to be a more fully engaged parent, a 
better partner to my child's teacher, & better understand what my child's daily experience is like
I get my student involved in the community as a parent. 
I like the thought of our children learning from different voices, and learning through experience. Get them out of 
the classroom where they can see, touch, build and explore.

I prefer the time being spent on the basic education of my children. Social education is a family responsibility. 
I remember field trips I took - and that was many years ago - we tend to remember things out of the normal 
routine.

I think exposure to other ideas, people etc Students need to be aware of the world, community around them.
I think it depends on who visits and how the students are impacted by that visit. 
I think it gives students a more realistic approach to see what they are learning. 
I think it gives students independent's to not have their parents at every field trip and activities that school has, 
although it is good to go a few times to show your child support.
I think it is important to learn from a variety of people with different backgrounds and perspectives
I think it is incredibly important because they see real life. Beyond the walls of the classroom, it is good for kids 
to see how things pan out and work in a real life setting. 
I think it is nice, but it can consume to much instructional time.  I would rather have my students engaging in the 
classroom with limited trips.  The field trips I have attended have been a waste of time.
I think it's very important for kids to learn first hand the details and responsibilities that go along with a job from 
someone who is actually doing it.  
I think JA is a wonderful program to teach about economics and how money moves. I think career days are 
valuable. I was blessed with knowing from high school experiences exactly what I wanted to be when I entered 
college and saved myself from changing majors, accruing more debt. etc. 
I think making connections to your community and getting outside of the classroom enhances what you are 
learning. 
I think so many kids don't know what they want to do when they grow up because they don't know all their 
options or know people in those fields to learn from.
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I think some of the best learning is from interacting with others and experiences.
I think students learn well from meeting diverse people.  The only concern I would have as a parent is that some 
of the visitors given access to our students might misuse the platform for personal or biased reasons.  There 
would have to be close watch and clear rules for visitors in a classroom.  As for field trips...those can either be 
great or terrible, so it's hard to say...
I think that it gives them a good perspective on the world outside of school and lets them see the possibilities of 
what they could do.
I think that offering a variety of educational learning opportunities is the only way to ensure that you reach all 
children at their individual levels.  Active learning through projects, hands-on experiences, building, 
experimentation, use of technology, speakers/convocations, and field trips are all ways we can meet individual 
learners at their level.
I want to be involved with my kids class and their teachers. It feels isolating and we are unaware of many things 
happening during the day. 
I want to keep education local and real for the student, not created in Washington.
I want to know who my kids friends are. How do they act? What do they talk about? They need a break from the 
classroom sometimes. Teachers also. This not only enhances curriculum it helps with impromptu social skills. 
High school internships are great too.
I'd prefer to have more parents involved in their child's learning.
If we are preparing kids for jobs for today and tomorrow, why not bring in speakers that are currently doing those 
jobs.  

If we want students to be active involved members of the community we need to model this.  Children needs to 
be aware of all that their community has to offer and be active members of the community.  Schools should not 
be closed off as separate entities.  All grade levels should be taking multiple field trips each year.
Important to an extent -- especially for students who don't get to participate in community organizations.  Bringing 
in speakers to the classrooms where students can be inspirational in prompting them to look at other options that 
they hadn't considered. But I have appreciated that field trips have been limited -- especially for upper level 
students
Important to learn from community members particularly about their careers. Important for community members 
to understand the quality of public schools.
Important to understand the role your community plays in education and gives students a more real world feel for 
learning 
In a school environment you are in a bubble, it helps when people from the community come in and help to show 
the true nature of working in the "real world"

Isn't it nice to get out of our suburban bubble every now and then and see what goes on in the community (as a 
whole) around us? Field trips, community participation and guest speakers enhance and add value to a well 
rounded education. We become better individuals when we realize there is more to our city than what's in our 
placated, subdivision world. This district needs more diversity, variety..
It adds an additional layer of perception and encourages the children by having members of their community 
take the time to listen and interact with them. 
It allows for more real world experiences.
It allows kids to see and experience things in life they might not otherwise get to experience 

It brings a sense of community to the kids. The kids share an experience together that strengthens friendships. 
It brings classroom learning alive. It helps students understand where their academic life in school can take 
them.  I have two boys, and have learned that most boys do not enjoy academics simply to learn and are not as 
motivated as many girls to achieve high marks.  They need to see the things they are learning apply in the real 
world.

It can be a great example of what "real life" is like.   Community members have different experiences than many 
teachers.  Field trips can give a hands-on approach which can't be replicated in the classroom.
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It can be valuable to expose students to different careers, history, cultures that they can interact with in person 
rather than in a book or on a computer screen.

It connects our students with the real world. It provides relevance to a topic to be able to bring in an expert. 
It depends on the focus of the "visit", and if it's really a learning opportunity or just a day "off".
It depends on what people from community and purpose of these interactions

It depends on who they are... I hate that my kids have to sit through JA- which is basically "How to be a 
Capitalist" class. But is it were coaches, scientists, doctors, artists, musicians, etc... I fully support. People in the 
community who are an example of active, contributing members of society who have found their passion.
It depends who they are and what they are trying to accomplish when they are in the building.
it gives the chance for students to talk and experience what real life for a field they choose is like
It gives the children an opportunity to have more insight and learn in a different way than standard classroom 
study. 
It gives them the a more complete picture of our city and beyond.  
It gives variety and helps to get the kids interested in what they are learning. 
It helps students assoicate local business with the skills needed.  It also allows students to see how the skills 
and development are used

It helps to hear and see what opportunities are out there and to hear about others successes and failures
It involves the community and it exposes the student to life outside the vacuum of public education
It is always educational to get out and see the world and hear from the people that are out there actually doing 
the job. Its better to see with your own eyes than read in a book.
It is always good to meet and be allowed to pose questions to folks of varied levels of accomplishment.  This 
enables certain children focus and aspiration.  Some children do not need this form of direction.  
It is good for students to see active members of the community volunteering in the classroom-- Real Men Read is 
a perfect example.
It is good for students to see beyond the world of school.
It is important for members of the community to feel connected with our schools because they are the voters that 
help make decisions for it. Likewise, students need to see how the skills they are building effect the community 
and how they can use them in the real world.
It is important for students because they will personally get to observe, learn, and ask questions about the 
specific profession if they may be interested in.
It is important for students to see what they are learning in action/where it is used in real life.  This adds 
relevance to students' education.
It is not a community education facility. We need to trust and enable those we have hired to do their jobs. Many 
are soooo passionate for the welfare of students.

It makes education more realistic.  Children of all ages can "see" a correlation  between learning and doing.
It presents the students with real life experiences and shows them about being part of a community.
It will help build a sense of community; it will foster real life application of skills.  It could help educate stake 
holders and tax payers understand how hard working SACS participants can be.

It would be good for them to hear other POV outside of their teachers.  It would also be very good for students to 
hear from businesspeople, engineers, and scientists and less from politicians and other people with an agenda.  
It would be great for students to get out of the classroom and into the real world to help them apply the skills they 
are learning in the real world situation.
Its a real world experience that will last forever in their memories
it's always nice to know that we are all in this together.  It makes the city a better place to live.
It's good for children to learn about available careers and for the school to integrate with the community 
It's hands on!

212



It's important for kids to hear from others in the community. However, I feel this happens for most kids outside of 
school and I'm not sure it needs to be part of the curriculum or school day.
It's important for our students to see how what they are learning translates or can be used outside of a 
classroom.
It's important for students at all levels to know the community in which they live.   So much knowledge can be 
gained by interacting with community members and parents too!
It's important for students to see what careers/jobs are available and what skills are needed for those 
careers/jobs. They also need to have an understanding of how people, businesses, and agencies work together 
to make a strong community.
It's important that students can see where their efforts will lead. It's daunting for a student entering high school to 
consider college and a career. Having "real life" interactions and gaining an understanding of what is waiting for 
them is key. It will help them arrive to college with a more focused view of what they can see themselves doing 
for the rest of their lives.
It's important to teach our children about the world around us. These types of visits expose our students to parts 
of our community that they may not be familiar with. 
Its part of development
It's stupid tp educate children tp become part of a society/new century and not give them exposure to them 
through school. Showing, not telling, is more effective. Adults learn by experience and opportunity. K12 students 
would learn as well, and probably do it better than adults do.
It's useful to have community and school interact, but children's primary interaction with community would be 
with family?
JA has a presence in the schools, I have met some of the individuals that go into the schools and I question their 
motivation and wonder if it is for the kids or because they are required to do so.
Keeps discussions and learning relevant to today and the real world.
Kids are losing social skills AND not are kids are book smart! They need other learning experiences!
Kids can be isolated in their own social strata and not realize the options available.

Kids do not communicate except through the phone and the x box.  They need to learn how to deal with people. 
Kids learn in many different ways. They learn by doing, hearing and seeing. Field trips and speakers would be 
great for students. 
Kids learn so much more from field trips then any other activity in my opinion because you can see what is being 
taught become a reality and it is not so just because your teacher says so. Kids need to be exposed to real life 
situations so that they understand there is so much more to life than just going to school and they are more 
interested and more attentive while on a field trip. I believe that the best learning comes from getting their body 
and their mind stimulated at the same time. 
Kids need to experience life outside the classroom. They spend too much time sitting behind a desk.  Students 
today are not allowed to be creative.  Everything is way too structured.
Kids need to understand how their experience in school relates to the world at large.

Kids need variety when learning. If you throw them in a classroom everyday all year they won't be as interested. 
Learn thru those with experience 
Learning happens in lots of ways - including hands-on, experiential learning! Field trips and community 
partnerships are a key part of multimodal learning.
Learning takes place all around us. Bringing outside people or taking field trips help expand knowledge & our 
minds.
Let them bring real life work experience into the classroom so kids are not just studying theory
Lets the students look beyond school.
Life experience is key and can help guide a child into what can become his/her career.  
Life is about having experiences
many times people think that people in the community have great things to tell our kids...but not so much.  
Internships are great...trips are great,,,guest speakers are a mixed bag
More exposure to a wider array of career choices.
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Must importance at the high school level as the students move toward adulthood and jobs.
My children love to feel as though they are a part of the wider community.  Visits and field trips also reinvigorates 
their love of learning.
My interaction with them as a parent is more important I believe. 
My kid gets plenty of exposure.  A field trip once in a great moon is a good thing.
My son has not had much interaction, if any, with the community at school. He is in his 3rd year of high school. I 
believe his education has been excellent as it stands.
Not a completely well rounded approach
Not all teaching happens in a classroom. I am a firm believer that life experiences are equally valuable...but 
honestly this community is lacking in good field trips .
Not everything is paper and pencil.
Part of being a high school student is not simply learning in the classroom; it's about experiencing the world with 
the premise that high school is the time to make mistakes, allowing for students to experience the world to figure 
out who they are as individuals and figure out what they want to pursue after high school is over. High school is 
not the end game--it is a means to an end, and should be treated as such.
People in the commiunity put a real-world perspective on what life is like when school is finished and how you 
will be able to apply what you have learned.
Prepares the students for what careers are available 
Provides children with options and interesting viewpoints.
Real life and textbook are two totally different things. Often times they have the knowledge but don't understand 
how to apply it in a practical setting.  To see it in action would really help.
Real life application to career fields
Real life discussion and the application of their education
Real life experience and community people. Lets them see its possible in this town.
Real life experiences help provide relevance to what is learned in the classroom.  Find someone who uses 
logarithms to explain to my daughter why she needs to learn them. 
Real life experiences important  

Real life situations are learning opportunities.  A chance to interact with professionals to ask personal questions.
Real life testimony. Real Q&A. Increase social awareness & additional professional exposures)
Real world
Real world advice and participation in the world is critical in decision making
real world application is important
real world experience
Real world experience is very important and makes learning more fun. 
Real world experiences are invaluable. Schoolwork forms the basis of education, but much of the real learning 
comes from involvement in outside experiences.
Real world exposure vs. academic

Real World learning - not everything important to learn is in a book and sometimes the book is inaccurate
Real-life connection to understand how what is learned in the classroom relates to careers 
SACS is an integral part of Southwest Allen County.  The school district is the draw of the community.  If we want 
to attract people to the community we must give people a reason to locate here.  Successful public schools are 
important to any growing community.
School environments with locked doors and monitored hallways and parking lots isolates students from the world 
and limits their experiences and their education.
School is too rigid in standards and not providing time to expose the student to real-world applications of what 
they are learning
Seeing how classwork relates to the real world. Helps to spur discovery. 
Sense of community, application to own world
Show them why they are learning certain things.  Relate it to the real world
Shows children applications of what they learn
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So kids can see how important school really is. Maybe they would take classes more serious. 
So that they learn that every day is not going to be roses and sunshine, they need to witness what it takes to be 
successful in the job place. 
So the community can see how the schools are doing with the students, especially if they do not have children in 
the schools.
so the student can gain a better understanding of how the subject matter fits in real life
So the students can have a better understanding of the world outside of an educational institution.
So they can get an idea of jobs in the community. So they realize how important a career is and that they have so 
many options. I wanted to be a nurse since first grade and became a nurse. I think life experiences and are the 
best way for Children to learn as opposed to reading about it in a book, etc. When they can see and experience 
the careers in "real life" I think they become more engaged. 
so they know what is going on in the world, how their studies relate
Some exposure to adults from the community who exemplify aspects of the education that SACS seeks to 
provide might help to make these areas more concrete for students, and give them some "real world" context for 
understanding the value of what they're learning.
student see what is the real world and get them motivated in the specific area. 
Students  should  be familiar  with  and well integrated  into  the community  in which we're  training  them to 
work and serve
Students (really anyone) can learn best from those actually involved in an activity, career area, etc. 
Students can gain knowledge about occupation s and required academics skills.
Students can gain so much from new and fresh perspectives.  
Students can make connections to what they are learning in the classroom.  
Students can't learn everything they need to learn from textbooks, and their teachers are only as effective as the 
limits of their classrooms, resources, and materials.  We need professionals from all walks of life to communicate 
with our kids to allow for relevant experience with and application of the skills they learn in the classroom.  
Working teachers and community members working in tandem, we can provide a more authentic and relevant 
experience for students.  Not to mention the fact that students would be able to hear from the horse's mouth 
about professions they are interested in. 
Students interacting in the environments encourages better understanding than with textbooks alone. 
Students learn as much or more from these interactions as they do from classroom lessons. Hearing from 
someone doing a job has a bigger impact on kids than just reading something about it in a book.
Students need the opportunity to grow outside the school grounds.  How they behave as a group, learn as a 
group is important.  Also, students need to go out and see what opportunities there are in the community.  Hands 
on learning at these places are best.  
Students need the real life connections.
Students need to be exposed all kinds of activities. 
Students need to be exposed to many different walks of life other than what they have at home or school in order 
to be successful in the world.
Students need to connect what we are doing in school to what goes on in the community.

Students need to feel connected to their community, and the community needs to invest in the schools.  Also, 
students are more engaged learners when experiencing "real-life" learning, such as speakers, field trips, etc.
Students need to have the ability to connect their classroom knowledge with the "real world."  Field trips can 
make these connections.  Money should be set aside for students to attend more than one field trip a year, or to 
have speakers brought into the schools.
Students need to know the different interests out in society. Not everyone goes to college but sacs thrives on 
those students while others get pushed aside if they aren't college bound. 
Students need to realize that they are part of a global society. They need to see a direct connection between 
what they are learning in school and how it affects their community.
Students need to see how what they are learning can impact the community around them. Students also need to 
get out of the "normal" classroom to learn in a different environment. Not all students learn the same way, we 
need to give them as many different stimuli, environments, etc. as we can.
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Students need to see the real world and how it affects them.
Students need to see what expectations the community has for them and what is available for them to pursue in 
the future
Students needs to see how their classroom experience apply to life after public education.
Students respond well to hands on experience as well as visitors who are living out their professions or 
expertise. Any real life application is almost always received well, and often students learn more from it than they 
would sitting in a classroom.
Students should be able to hear more than one point of view. 

Students should be exposed to many different opportunities that teachers simply cannot give on their own.  Field 
trips and classroom visits are wonderful ways for students to learn information that will likely stick with them 
more than a lecture.  It also provides the "real-world" experience that everyone wants them to have.
Students should be exposed to numerous professions in order to gain knowledge of the different types of careers 
they could pursue.  Additionally, these interactions allow students to pick up knowledge, mannerisms, as well as 
career and life-choice feedback from these individuals.
Students should know about the types of employment available in our area, but they can also research this on 
their own and set up summer visitations in necessary.
students should understand how they affect the community. They can also be inspired by their community to see 
how the want to develop, what it really means to be a pharmacist or banker or farmer.
Students will not necessarily value what they have to say.
Teachers work very hard to show students how the standards or concepts apply to them, but seeing it in the "real-
world" or from someone other than their teacher makes a greater impact.
Teaches about real  life.

That gives students a better sense of community and the many people that are involved in our community.
The best learning I had growing up were the times we left the classroom.  We need to open the world to them.  
Get them away from computers once in awhile and see the amazing things outside.  Allow them to visit 
businesses: job shadowing, internships, field trips.  You can research a job at school or on your laptop, but truly 
learning how it operates in the real world is better.  Not to mention, many people get jobs from networking.  
Interacting with the community helps students to network.
The community has a huge wealth of experience and knowledge at little or no cost to the district. Tap into this 
free resource
The community will have a more positive outlook if they see the great things that SACS students are doing.  
They need to see we have great kids.

The kids enjoy it and it shows/gives them an example of other ideas or different ways of doing things or thinking.

The kids have lost touch with how what they are learning is a part of life. Our second child who is receiving a 
private school education is much more aware and connected because of field trips and guest speakers.
The locked door policy of this district is so extreme that it has limited parent/visitor interaction and involvement.  
Part of a great school district is building a strong community.  It is hard to do that when you struggle to get to 
know other families outside of your neighborhood.  I appreciate the safety, but there has to be middle ground 
somewhere.
The more exposure that we can offer them real-world experiences, the better.  One of the best experiences, in 
my opinion, is "We the People."  Having the students study the constitution & defend it to local 
judges/attorneys/politicians is an excellent way to get kids thinking critically.  DECA is another excellent way for 
students to explore the business world.  More opportunities like these, which allow kids interact with 
professionals in the community, would be very beneficial.
The more the community stays connected to our public schools, the more they will feel personal responsibility for 
maintaining (funding) quality schools. Students also need to know and understand how the world works around 
them. 
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The most memorable experiences in school were field trips.  Well-planned field trips enhance classroom 
activities.  They can provide incentive, connections to real life, team building and so much more!
the public education system should be transparent and available to the shareholders
The school system can become an isolated system that does not have a clear picture of the workings of the 
outside world.
The students get a first hand idea of what those jobs entail. 
The students need exposure to real-life situations so they can better understand careers and the world around 
them--their community, state, nation and world.
The whole purpose of education is prepare our children to be responsible contributing members of society. 
Students need to realize the skills they are learning have applications outside of the classroom. Field trips also 
expose children to cultural experiences many might not have access to within their current family structures. 
Education is about opening our childrens' minds to all possibilities. That goal is best met by giving our children 
access to our community in an educational setting.
There are a myriad of different talents and different ways to use talents in our community, and it's important to 
me that my child gets a chance to see that in action.
There is much to be learned outside of classroom walls.
These are just a waist of the school day.

These are the people that care about them and care about keeping good talented people in our community.
These are things that could spark a lifelong interest in children.
These people may be able to bring knowledge and experience from the workforce that the instructor may not 
have. This could spur some interest within the students and give them exposure to the career they are interested 
in first hand.
These people may open the students eyes to jobs and opportunities they didnt know existed.  
They get a chance to see real life applications of what they are being taught. 
They might not have exposure to elements of the community via their home life.  
They need a connection to the community.  To see what hard work can accomplish.
They need to know what is really out in the world.  Sometimes they listen to outsiders better
They need to learn how to get along with others 
They need to see what it takes to succeed in the "real world" not just how to be popular or well like at school.  
How to we make them understand what they will be challenged with after high school?  
They need to understand their options.
They would get a mentor to help guide them to life outside of school. 
They would miss to many classes and then have to rush to catch up.  Some kids who have ADHD can't switch 
gears that fast.
This could be how students see the application of what they are learning in school and how it equates into real 
jobs or careers when they are adults
This gives students opportunities to see and experience what the real world is like and has to offer. 
This helps to show the students what possible options are out there for their future. Ex guest speakers, field trips 
to local businesses. 
This is real world relevance which is critical for our students.
This kind of thing is important in elementary school, but not as important later on. We live in a city where a lot of 
these things can be accomplished as a family on the weekend and doesn't require school time.
This only interrupts the students' day more than it already is.  I think any time made for classroom visits could be 
better spent just teaching the kids.  As it is, they are pulled away from learning way too often due to ISTEP and 
NWEA testing.  
This opens up the students' minds to possible future careers or volunteer opportunities.
This would be more important w older students
This would contribute to the understanding of community.
Those from the outside have a wealth of information and life experiences to share.  In addition, outsiders can 
benefit with their interactions with students.
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Though hovering per se may not be good, parents helping and working for and in schools can be good if 
executed properly.
Time consuming. Maybe watch a video instead?
To be exposed to the "real world" Seeing someone or something they can relate to can inspire them beyond what 
can be done in a classroom. 
To expose them to different idea and careers.
To get children motivated 
To learn how to be part of the community 
To put real life into lessons
To show children and teens the many different options you have when released to the work force.
Two fold...to educate our community of the great things going on in our schools and to bring the businesses to 
our schools to build relationships and make connections
Visits from community members can enhance and validate the importance of public education.
Visits from people from the community, or field trips exposes the students to other view points, options and 
ideas.
Waste of class time. Depends on curriculum. I think Biz town is a huge waste of learning time. We are not fans of 
JA.
We are trying to get these students ready to be a part of the community.  These may help underline the 
importance of their studies.
We do not appreciate the pro-Christian and pro-military bias that SACS promotes. So we'd be concerned about 
who they would be allowed to interact with. 
We need to give students as many hands on experiences as we can. They learn so much more by "doing" than 
just seeing or hearing the information.
When a child has an understanding and a visual of what their community looks like and operates, it helps 
develop a sense of responsibility/compassion/education to their surroundings. 
While there is value in the interaction, don't the students get this outside of school?
While these endeavors sound good, I believe very little value actually results for the students.  They are better off 
spending their time with traditional classroom experience.
Who is going to pick those people and why were they chosen? 
With only one field trip a year, students are limited in the real life context that they receive to accrue background 
knowledge and purpose.
You can read things in a book, but my child is hands on . She absorbs more when she sees how skills are 
applied on a daily basis. 

You could take advantage of local professionals (ie. have a biomedical engineer present to the biomed class) but 
I realize there is so much to teach that there is not always time.  Perhaps projects could be presented that 
include interviewing local professionals to cover more ground and lose less teaching time.

You get a first hand knowledge of how things are handled in the classroom, how effective teachers are in their 
teaching, with handling their students and also seeing and hearing how the lessons are being presented.
you learn by experiencing and not everything can be really experienced in a class room. 

How important is it to you that SACS develop relationships with community partners such as area businesses 
and non-profit organizations?  Would you say that it is very important, somewhat important, not very 
important, or not at all important?  Why?
A mixture of both would be great, but with business especially.
Again depends on the agenda of those visits.
Again hands on learning, real world experiences are critical
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Again I think it helps students see how they can make a difference in their community and also shows them 
different organizations that they might not know about.  So often our students choose courses of study based on 
what they see in their parents or others they know.  Bringing in other people help see them other options.
Again it allows the students to see and experience the real world situations in the community
Again our schools are an important part of the wider community.  Having good schools attracts more skilled labor 
to a community.  It also lets the children know what parents do all day.  I believe that it would give the children a 
better sense of self and pride.
Again relationships outside the school, not only in their communities but from the world in general educates a 
student in areas that are essential to success and survival
Again the involvement in the community adds to the whole well-rounded education.
Again variety
Again,  could be very important or somewhat important depending on who and what.  
Again, I think businesspeople, engineers, and scientists are MUCH more important than community 
organizations.  Those orgs usually have a political leaning which is not appropriate for children and their 
education.  School isn't about what charity to contribute your time.  It's about learning what it takes to have a 
good life and contribute.    
Again, I think some of these groups have a vested interest and go against my family's values. 
Again, I'm concerned about the motivations of businesses or non-profits.  I don't think schools should have 
businesses too involved and non-profits shouldn't potentially be aligned with due to church/state separation 
issues.
Again, it's all about relationships and relevance.  If students can see their interests in action, whether it's for profit 
or philanthropy, they will benefit much more.
Again, just another opportunity for students to experience all aspects of life, they may be the next person to start 
an amazing non-profit organization.
Again, stick to a classical high school education.  Quit trying to do everything.  Teachers can only stretch so far.  
High school is not a training ground for future business placements.
Again, the more the local community has an opportunity to invest in the schools = great!

Again, the the degree that such relationships support the educational aims and mission they can be useful.  

again, this could be how students see what happens in school applied to the "real world"; this could also be a 
source of extra-curricular activities; it could be an area where civil & citizenship attributes are developed
Again, to build a strong community and to help our children see the importance of being a good citizen.
Again, to expose the students to as many ideas and opportunities as possible.  It would be important that it is not 
just with business organizations, but with the arts and non-profit organizations too.
An understanding is good. I would like to know why SACS feels partnerships are important. 
Area businesses and non-profit organizations have a lot to offer. For obvious reasons - businesses could open 
up opportunities for our youth -perhaps introducing them to what they actually do/produce; non-profit 
organizations encourage students to give back to the community and show them how.
Area businesses and non-profits could offer learning opportunities through volunteerism and internships for high 
schoolers.  Early job placement opportunities could be beneficial for students in deciding high school and college 
courses and career tracks.  
as above
as above; also support financially
As long as a wide variety of groups was partnered. I would be cautious of the outside influence of a few.
As stated above
Because a community should all come together. I believe that is why sacs is a better distric than others because 
people of this community do more for their school than do the others.
Because being successful in life is not all about what you earn, its about how much you can give back.
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because it helps to reinforce the feeling of community outside the school walls, some day those businesses 
might want to hire wouldnt it be a nice step up for the kids for the SACS education to help open that door to an 
internview
Because it is
Because the school system and the students needs not only their support. But their experience in certain fields to 
give the students an opportunity to see and know what is available within their community. 

because there is a lot of money in this community and we don't even begin to tap into the funds that SACS could 
get from these companies.  We cry we don't have $$ but it blows my mind that given we are the riches zip code 
in the state and the lack of parent involvement, lack of community contributions are actually appalling.
Being able to hear what it is actually like. In the real world could help them out quite a bit when choosing there 
classes for the next year.
Building community support of schools and public education, giving back to the community, teaching civic 
responsibility and leadership, service learning
Business and organizations outside of the school district have the resources and abilities to help students learn 
the skills that they will need to succeed.
Business should be separate so they don't have power in deciding curriculum.
Businesses and other organizations can give our students opportunities through the school system that they 
might not have on their own.
Businesses rely on the community to hire employees and those employees need to be educated.
By fostering the relationships you will garner more support, especially with organizations from which feed into 
the school system.  This is an area that has been increasingly lacking.  How can you expect to have the 
resident's support if those same residents do not feel accepted in the educational community?
by having a relationship with area businesses and not profits it gives the students an opportunity to be provided 
with internships and to see the workings of a workplace environment. 
Civil duty should be understood.
Community is its own strength.  All institutions which make up a community will be strengthened by 
interconnections.
Community partners can make a huge difference in the opportunities for students. Some kids would never have 
those relationships or see the connection outside the school without it. If we see ourselves as a community of 
people and a community of learners, we will behave that way. 
Community support from businesses, etc. supports our students and gets them rallied behind the cause of 
raising the next generation.
Community support is essential to success.  Relationships are the foundation of that support.
Community support will enhance education and create a partnership with the community and schools.
Create a strong sense of community; however, do not want to lose the global thinking factor. Does Fort Wayne 
offer much diversity for our students' skill sets? Could this promote more jobs for our area?
Creates opportunities for kids post high school

Deer Ridge teacher Mr. Davis takes his 2nd grade students to Fort Wayne's Charis House Rescue Mission. My 
daughter is in 5th grade now and still remembers those trips and how she helped the woman and children there.
Depends on the motives...  Most are probably good.  All too often grants come with so many strings attached.  I'd 
say I'm a little suspicious of most corporate interest in education
Depends on the org.
Depends on what kind of relationship the area business and nonprofit organizations are willing to develop with 
SACS. Is it what they can gain from SACS $$$ or is it what they can give to SACS to make our young adults 
ready for the jobs of today and tomorrow 
Develops community support, increases internship opportunities
Employers know the skills, knowledge, etc they seek in the employees hired.
Especially if community service is a requirement.
Experience. .. 
Exposing students to the "real world" seems like a good idea.
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Exposure to real-life scenarios/experiences woudl be beneficial to the student and teachers
For the students that are going to start working after high school it would be worthwhile, but for those going on to 
higher education it wouldn't be necessary
For the students, this form of interaction is more appropriate and effective at the college level. If you mean 
having them invest in our schools financially, no - try electing officials who will support not decimate public 
education.
Funding opportunities.  Making connections to enhance real world education.
Give real world focus to students
gives possible opportunities for students to volunteer or work
Gives students opportunity to volunteer and learn.
Great way to build interactive communities!
Guess I would have to ask what are they doing for the school are they helping teach the kids about the job 
market?  What it takes to do the job for their business.  What will a non-profit org. do for the school?  Hard to 
answer this question with out knowing what they are there for.  
hands on learning
Having relationships with community partners and businesses could open doors for potential jobs for students 
who will not go to college.
Having the support of the surrounded community only builds for a better partnership and communication.  It 
takes a community to raise a child.
Help the schools stay in touch with industry needs and trends.  Help students make connections for references 
and possible job opportunities.
Helps students begin thinking about careers
How will SACS know what are the "jobs of today and tomorrow" without input from the people who are out there 
working them and looking for new recruits?
I believe that to get state support for the public school education we need to have strong 
businesses/organizations on board to support SACS and the public school education. 

I believe we need to foster more internships for SACS students in the next couple of years, and our community 
must partner more with public education to become effective stakeholders for the future of all students.
I don't really care if they do this during the school day. I can see that it would be nice during extracurricular clubs, 
etc.
I feel like the majority of their time should be spent on learning the Core 40 with some time spent on career 
exploration/introduction.
I just want the focus on the kids.  I guess if it will help the schools to get better funding then yes, develop those 
relationships.  I am more worried about classroom size, and my children being able to write well, speak well, be 
able to problem solve.
I like the idea of showing social responsibility with various non-profit organizations.  
I like the thought of our children learning from different voices, and learning through experience. Get them out of 
the classroom where they can see, touch, build and explore.
I need more details as to what sort of relationship it is and what all that entails.
I realize that there is a benefit to having community partners, but worry that any non-community partner may not 
be valued because the lack of partnership.
I think business relationships are important.  They show kids what education can lead to.
I think if students have the opportunity to help with a non-profit by volunteering. That is invaluable! 
I think it is always important for anyone in a community to have ties to each other. To be accountable and to help 
each other when the opportunity arises. 
I think it is important at the elementary level to educate children on how important our role in society is and how 
the aforementioned entities require our help and contributions later on.  
I think it is important to involve children in non-religious non-profit charitable giving. 
I think that it is important for students to understand what is important beyond school and also lets organizations 
to contribute to students education.
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I think they need balance.  Too much .. they miss class time.  None. .. they miss the enrichment these programs 
offer. 
I worry that relationships we forge preferences and new relationship won't be explore ... a monopoly of sorts 
might occur.
I would like to know more about what these relationships would look like.  But I think in the right circumstances 
they could be a positive influence on students.
I wouldn't say unimportant, but when you must start choosing priorities, I would consider this less important 
unless it ties into classroom learning.
If these partners truly enhance education, then this is fine. If this means that for-profit entities are interfering in 
public education, this is not desirable. 
If they partner with a non-profit organization, it opens up opportunites for the students to learn from. Ex. 
partnering with YMCA may help kids become healthier and make better choices in food

If we want to keep our kids local citizens, they need to feel a connection to local businesses and areas to serve.
I'm not sure what the advantage would be. What would that do for the students?
In order to collaborate with other business for cutting edge technologies and internships for students.
Interacting with community partners can better prepare them for the "real world" by giving them experiences in 
these settings and with these professionals.
Internships, service opportunities, learning opportunities, support for public education
Involving students in the community is a way to grow community involvement, caring, etc.
It can be helpful as it helps students and the community appreciate what each has to offer and this will help the 
commynity as a whole, but the world is much more that just this small community.
It could help, but we must be careful not to have a relationship that promotes or endorses a brand.  Schools 
should be neutral.
It depends on the age/grade of the students.  Sometimes they are just a distraction.
It depends on the business and the student - if you bring nurses into a class that has no idea about science - 
then this is a waste of time for everyone.
It depends on which organizations, but anyone who is willing to help our schools should be considered.
It depends on which scenario 1, 2, or 3 is implemented.
It exposes them to more "real world" experiences.
It helps make for a stronger community and is a great stepping stone for students after high school and to open a 
door for students to  volunteer outside of school.
It is important to know what is happening in the community so that we can ensure our students are prepared to 
go out into that community as they become adults.
It is important to the degree that our administrators understand what skills are necessary for the regional job 
market.
It is probably helpful for possible funding sources or for students who want to work locally but it does little for 
those that want to attend college and graduate school and have no intention of living in the Fort Wayne 
community after high school or college.
It is very good for students to see the opportunities for them to volunteer in their community, however the school 
needs to focus on the education and showing the students opportunities of service.

It is very important for kids to learn about different careers that are out there. Too many kids end up doing what 
their parents do for a career because they are never taught about what their possibilities are and your child might 
have different strengths than you so that is a horrible plan. It is also important for kids to get involved in not for 
profit organizations so that they learn that there is a need to volunteer and not everyone is blessed with what 
they have and the importance of taking care of the people in your community. They need to learn to think beyond 
just themselves and that is increasingly important as technology dominates the 21st century.  If we don't continue 
to instill morals and the value of earning people's trust then no one will have anything to call their own. What is to 
stop someone from walking into your home and taking whatever they want if we don't teach these skills. 
It is very important to be involved some way in your community and know things that are going on around you. 
Community service would be awesome for out going seniors. 
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It provides another opportunity for students to enrich the education they get at school.
It takes a village...
It takes a village?
It takes an entire community to teach and inspire children. 
It will help kids get better jobs, both skilled trade and white collar
It would be great to see a real-world connection for education where people are doing a job for a living. However, 
I am curious about how effective the education will be from non-trained educators.
It would be nice but not vital to a quality education.
It's good for students to learn about opportunities in the community but they need to learn about a variety of 
businesses, not just businesses that require a college degree.
It's nice to develop a sense of community, responsibility, and awareness of others.
It's only important as there needs to be a recognition of these entities as "stock holders" - that their support is 
essential to the survival of public education.
Its part of development
I've seen other high schools get some great support from the community that has seemed to be a big benefit.  
Plus it connects the community to have a stake in the school besides just the parents.
Keeps discussions and learning relevant to today and the real world.
Moral support
More exposure to a wider array of career choices and the possibility of additional funding that won't be coming 
from the state.
More helpful in high school
More information for the children 
Most adults would be VERY happy to spend time with our future leaders. You just need to ask and cultivate 
those relationships. Mentoring is used in most fields successfully.
Must importance at the high school level as the students move toward adulthood and jobs.
my values as a parent should be reflected through our personal choice of charities and businesses.
NA
Need to learn how to give back
Non profit is important to show kids to do good for others and not expect anything in return.  How can we help 
others. 
Not a completely well rounded approach.
Once again it would solidify the need for community.
Once again, reading is on thing but seeing and experiencing takes those lessons to a broader level of 
understanding. 
Once again..being a part of this community at large. There is more going on around us than we expose our 
students to. Let's expand our little SACS world a bit.
Opportunities to learn abound.
Opportunity for collaboration and planning.
Other areas more important; important from a seeing what opportunities exist standpoint I believe. 

Our children are active on the community and donate time because that is what WE taught them. It is OUR job.
Our community has many strong successfully businesses and we should utilize those resources 
our school is part of the community and an open dialogue is helpful to know the needs of the community and to 
make students aware of their part in that community
Part of education is knowing what else is out there.  Not everyone is as fortunate as the people in this district. 
These relationships can help kids to determine what they like and even what they don't like. The kids still need to 
know, that even if you don't like something or someone, you still have to finish the job. See it through to the end, 
complete your project. All good things come to an end, but so do bad things.
People from the community can provide additional enrichment to the student's learning as well as encourage a 
sense of community and belonging.
Real life application for post-graduation
real world application is important
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Refer to comments in #14
Related experience spurs discovery
Relationships with community partners would be nothing less than beneficial to any school.
Relationships with the community is important, but we need to be careful not to cater to these relationships. We 
cannot sacrifice learning/education just to keep our "relationships" happy.
SACS should be able to be successful regardless of community partners.
Same
Same answer as previous question.
Same as above
Same as above font we want our students to go to college and then return to work in this community or should 
we continue with fort wayne's brain drain where everyone leaves after college
Same as above. 
Same as above.  Also, it helps the community become more invested in what we do at the school.
Same as above.  This would add relevance to what I am teaching my students.
Same as before.

Same as the previous question, plus opportunities for internships, practicums, and volunteer opportunities. 
Same comment as above
Same reasons as above
School is for personal education. Not to create business relationships. 
Schools are an important part of the community, and should be involved in the community.
Schools need to focus more on education and less on "partnerships."
Schools need to have community support and interaction!  They need community support when the state wants 
to cause issues.
See above
See above.
See answer above. You say you want to prepare stuents for the 21st century yet are reluctant to expose them to 
it? Doesn't sound very effective. Computer/classroom learning only does so much. They need real life, out in the 
community, doing the dirty work kind of learning too. 
Senior year internships, summer jobs - valuable experience!
So kids can put what they have learned to use or see someone else do it.
Some students may never otherwise have that opportunity
Students (really anyone) can learn best from those actually involved in an activity, career area, etc. But not at the 
expense of in class learning.  If money is needed for Community partners relations and it is taken away from in 
class leaning, then I am not in support. 

Students can see real world issues might better prepare them  Face if most students today are some shat naive
Students could learn what is expected from them in the future, and what job opportunities or paths are available 
in the area.
Students in SACS need to be exposed to the world outside of Aboite Township.
Students learn by seeing and doing and that includes outside influences.
students learn here will stay in this region, else they will go to major metropolitan. 
Students need the real life connections.
Students need to connect what we are doing in school to what goes on in the community.

Students should be exposed to differing ideas and situations that may not be able to experience on their own.
Students should understand that these are the people that make up their community. 
Support for our students and staff
Teaches students to be givers not just takers.
TEACHES STUDENTS TO BE WELL ROUNDED IN ALL ASPECTS OF JOBS
Teaches them how to interact with employers and about giving back to society.
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Teaching should be separate from special interests so that the special interests aren't able to influence the 
schooling of our youngsters with their own agenda. 
That helps schools prepare students and gain support from the community.
The can provide the kids with real-world experience and help them understand what opportunties are available to 
them.
The kids need to know what's out to there/ make connections
The more relationships the better it can be for our district, individual schools and students.
The only way this could be important is if the area businesses offered internship opportunities.
The people in these organizations can provide avenues for students to participate in "internships"

The Rube Goldberg PBL at Woodside provides for engineers to work with 6th graders. Students respond 
extremely favorable and are amazed that real engineers, both male and female, work with them and listen to 
them. The bigger surprise is how the engineers respond to the students. Some come back year after year. They 
are equally amazed at the focus, ideas, and understanding that 11 year olds can achieve.Bring the community 
into school gives them greater understanding that education is not the same as it was when they went to school. 
A community is formed rather than an us and them. Students develop a greater understanding that there is a 
purpose for their education and for their future. The theme "we're in this together" creates a stronger unity bond.  
The school district can act as an anchor for the community.  Developing community relationships with area 
businesses and non-profits allows an investment for all stakeholders.
the school should not be in isolation from the rest of the community

The schools can't possibly get these students ready for todays jobs without these types of relationships.
There are too many opportunities for a business or organization to promote their own agenda.  We need to let the 
professional educators educate.
There is a fine balance to strike with this.  Collaboration is useful but schools should not be pressured by outside 
agencies when making educational decisions.
These are areas that our children need to be exposed to for their education.
These are necessary human services
These connections can prove infallible to students in instances such as interning, as well as provide unique 
opportunities for students.
These contact could lead valuable discussions in the classroom 
These partnerships all for the potential for students to interact with businesses to see how they are run and the 
nuances that come with operating a business.  
These people can provide opportunities for our students that schools cannot provide. 
These relationships  could help students see education and their schools as part of the greater good of the 
community and not just an isolated part of their day which would hopefully in turn make them more excited about 
their education.
These relationships should supplement rather than drive education.
They are the ones providing the jobs for their future
They provide good resources and learning opportunities.
They will be the ones that potentially hire our students 
This gives more opportunities for the students and the organizations themselves.
This gives students interaction with business people and an opportunity to participate in non-acedemic activities 
that can affect career decisions
This is just a distraction.

This is the bases of College learning now. Getting students out in the field early for exposure and training. 
Getting a person out and to be given experience in a certain field. What a great jump SACS kids would have by 
doing things in High School. This would better prepare our kids for how the career field is now and they would 
make a better asset to any company with having training early on and more prepared for college.
This is what I could consider "applied" learning.  Students may develop relationships that will help them with 
career choices or they may develop a stronger sense of community service.
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This is what Student Council is for.
This opens up so many avenues to students who might not otherwise have the exposure to them-  tapping talent 
that would otherwise stay hidden or giving students the opportunity to possibly share in a new passion not 
otherwise known 
This provides an opportunity for high school students to work at or intern with these businesses and learn 
through experience if those occupations are something the students would like to further explore.
this sort of partnership can help everyone. 
This will help students to pursue what they want to accomplish by already knowing people in those fields. 
Mentors are needed. It was the best thing I had growing up. 

This will hopefully create a strong sense of community and bring college graduates back to Fort Wayne.
This would help each other out.
Those partners can help steer the school district and in turn the businesses can feel confident that the education 
being delivered is of the highest quality.
Those types of relationships can lead to internship opportunities and allow students to "network" even before 
earning a high school diploma.
To educate students on what is out there in the real world for jobs.
To get kids engaged in their community.
To help teach students about our community.

To help understand what future needs/ demands might be.  To expose students to real world environments.
To teach the kids to get involved, but not at the point where it takes away from the class work.
Understanding the community is important
We are all part of a community. 
We are constantly reaching out for help with fundraising,  it would be good to have an intrinsic value on the 
relationship
We are fortunate to be located in an affluent district with some extraordinary people in our community, we should 
take advantage of that opportunity.
We can gain academic support.
We live in a global society and to only see what the local community/businesses are doing does not give a 
student a fair understand of all the jobs available to them.
We need community members to know about good things happening in our schools
We need community support to maintain small class sizes and be able to offer a diversified curriculum to 
students

We need expertise to come from the wisdom that has been gained by all the intelligent people around us.
We should still expose kids to the environment they will be in when they grow up.
What kind of relationship?

When businesses and community organizations are connected to public schools, their leaders and employees 
will support adequate funding of public schools and will pressure public officials to provide that funding.
Where as I think it is important for students to be aware of the contributions of others in our community, it isn't the 
most important aspect of education
While I don't want corporate "takeover" of the school, students need to have interaction with businesses and non-
profits as a means to apply what they have learned to a larger community/societal problem. These partnerships 
should go beyond just having speakers in class.
With the drop in funding for public schools, a relationship with area business can help fill that gap.  Additionally, 
the knowledge and expertise that professionals can offer is important.  
With the right community partners and NPO's it can be helpful.
Without community partners SACS will become out of touch with what employers need.

Working together, showing our students how important it is to work as a society, collaborating and sharing ideas.
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Would not only build stronger communities, but again, students of all ages can "see" a direction correlation 
between what they learn and its effects.

A number of people at the discussions mentioned requiring service learning projects.  Do you strongly agree, 
agree, disagree, or strongly disagree with this requirement?  Why?
Again, as long as it does not have a religious undertone, I think it is good for kids to learn about their community 
and the needs of people within it.
Again, real world exposure. Hands on learning is memorable,
Again, same answer as above.
Again, the pro-military, anti-non-Christian bias of SACS is a concern. Also, these are more appropriate at the 
college level. Where my children volunteer and serve should be my choice, not SACS's.
Again, unless this is something that will be used to judge school effectiveness, it's going to have to take a 
backseat.
Again....students become aware that they are citizens of their community. It generally can broaden and expand 
their idea of community. The one reservation would be if it's required, who decides what service learning project 
and what part do the students get to say with that decision.
Any chance to grow yourself should be capitalized upon.  As a professional, I love the opportunity to meet new 
people in all different professions to learn from them - not only what they do in their careers, but also how they 
see the world.
As long as project is set up correctly where each participant has equal work and responsibility..too many those 
who don't work earn recognition based on the work of others 

As long as the service is meaningful to the student, it is a benefit.  Many students are unaware of the challenges 
facing others in the community.  A well run service project can teach empathy and social responsibility.
At the appropriate age, I feel this is important for students to experience. But I also feel like this is a parent 
choice and may not need to be left up to the schools.
Because I do
Because parents may not fulfill this need.

Berea Kentucky College requires a set amount of hours for just this.....they have indicated it helps students give 
back to their community and teaches important interpersonal skills and allows students to learn responsiblity too.
But only if the service learning projects are of quality.  My employer requires I do 2 or more volunteer activities in 
the community every year.  I get to pick and have to report every year on my community involvement.  One 
service project during a students 4 years in HS isn't much to ask. When you service meals to the homeless it 
brings perspective to life and the value of education.
Character development
Children need to learn the value of helping others in some way. Service learning projects can enable students to 
use their talents and strengths to make a difference.
Civics and Service are highly-important qualities for any citizen, but the primary goal of students is to learn. And 
given the amount of time taken away from classrooms by standardized testing, taking more time away from the 
classroom for service would further that constriction of time.
Connects the students with the community plus provides hands on learning of many different things.
Contributing back into their community.  Getting to know the diverse population of where they live and know that 
they are an important part of Fort Wayne's future.
Depending on what and when as well as how . It could be totally becoming destructive to the students if not well 
thought and organized.   
Depends on if they are assigned by teacher or chosen from a group of projects.  Assigned by teachers can cause 
stress if it is something that doesn't interest the student.  These are important as long as it interests the student, 
otherwise it is a waste of time.
Depends on the chosen field of interest if they need that in k-12
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Depends on the project and purpose. 
Developing a sense of the importance of helping others in our community and world is very important, especially 
in our "me" oriented society.
Develops character and social awareness
Doing service for others instills pride and teaches students that the world is bigger than just them. Too many kids 
are growing up with a sense of entitlement.
Experience is learning
EXPERIENCE IS THE BEST LESSON
Experiencs make the person.  
Exposing students to different experiences other than what they see day to day helps to become well rounded 
citizens.
Focus on education. 
Gives students ownership in something worthwhile to them.
Gives the student hands on experiences. 
Giving back to your community is important.  Be a part of something bigger than yourself!
Giving back! 
Good experience
good idea but it may take away from other important academics
good opportunity for students to learn civic duty and to find out what real life is all about
Great idea in theory. How/when is it going to be incorporated while meeting the standards and requirements of 
the curriculum? 
Great opportunity but might not be for everyone
Hands on learners need this/books don't work for everyone
Hands on learning is very important in my opinion, and a commitment to service is an important value to teach 
kids.
Hands on projects teach so much more that what can be learned in a classroom.
Hands on teaches so much more then a book ever could.
Helping others fosters a stronger sense of self and empowerment for all.
Helps build community and respect among generations
Helps kids be responsible and understand why things are important to learn. 
Helps students develop a perspective outside of their own needs.
Helps the students learn more through hands on learning, gives them exposure to the real world with real issues, 
and helps them see firsthand the effect they can have by becoming involved. 
Helps the students learn skills that could be classified as "common sense" which cannot really be taught in a 
classroom. 
How do you learn service? Most people either have this ability or they don't. Many will never help others; a few of 
us continue to do most of the service for others I feel. 
I agree because in SACS with its overly aggressive love for all things computer based, it is important for these 
kids to understand that we should all help each other- that supporting one is supporting all. In this face paced, 
individualized world, this idea is being lost. 
I am assuming you mean public service - I do not agree with this whatsoever.  
I believe most kids would feel a better connection to the community and have a better understanding how we 
influence each other.
I believe service projects help students learn to think beyond their own needs and to help others.
I believe this should be an after school activity that is voluntary.
I can see this possibly broadening some students outlook but in a limited way.  I think our schools already do a 
good job of providing ways for students to contribute to various projects and some even have projects that 
students can volunteer with, etc.  
I do not feel I know enough about this to give a more direct answer.
I don't believe they should be required but highly recommended or extra credit.
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I don't know that I like "requiring" this. I think it could be incorporated into certain classes to encourage students 
to participate, but some students already do these types of activities through church and other organizations.
I don't think that forced service projects actually accomplish what is intended. It becomes a chore for many 
students; it doesn't necessarily improve community relationships or personal responsibility. Incentives to 
participate willingly would be a far better option. Make students WANT to be good citizens.
I don't think they should be required.  Lots of children do this through their place or worship or clubs
I feel as is that should be driven by a kid's parents and or church 

I feel kids should do service projects because this will help the students that learn better with hands on activities
I find this to be a great way to blend approaches.
I for one am a hands on learner and I think it's important for children to be in the environment to have that 
particular kind of education. Not just something they watch on TV or read about in a book.
I had service learning and i didn't learn anything from it other than putting my parents in a position to lose work in 
order for me to graduate .
I have seen the impact such projects have made in the lives of students who have participated in them at all age 
levels.  Students learn that their acts of caring make a huge difference in the lives of others, and the students feel 
empowered and encouraged to do more. 
I have wanted a Senior Service Project ever since I have arrived here.  I have watched in action at other schools.  
Students need to give back to the community.  Service helps us become better human beings.  We all need each 
other.  This helps students realize what is most important in this world.  Not a test...not a grade...not a job...but 
making our world a better place.
I strongly agree if the service learning projects are connected to student interests and provide a learning 
experience.
I think as parents this is part of our role in our kids' life.
I think it is important to serve your community, and some students never get the opportunity to do so.  

I think it is not the schools issue to teach the children compassion and how great it feels to give/help another 
human being, it is the parents job. Teachers have enough to worry about. The school send monthly or weekly e-
mails home to parents with local activities that they could do as a family to help the community. 
I think it is very important for children to understand the various needs in the community.  I for one don't want my 
child to be self-centered and ignore the plights of others.  
I think service learning is an excellent idea, but it needs to be contained within the school day. As a single 
mother with a job, I don't have the luxury of getting my kids to and from projects. Students do need to see the 
impact they can make on the community and the world, but service learning needs to be student-driven. Having 
a teacher set up time for students to go work at Community Harvest is not service learning; it is simply 
community service.
I think service projects are good for everyone involved. It benefits the recipients of course, but the student would 
also see how good it feels to truly make a difference. 
I think teaching our children to serve others and their world is invaluable. Too many people today are me focused 
and if you learn from an early age that you are part of a community it changes things. 
I think that it is important for my child to be exposed to experiences that I cannot provide.
I think that it is valuable in forming good citizens.
I think that kids can learn a great deal by serving others ... getting outside of their own "bubble" and stretching 
themselves to do for others.
I think the parents responsibility is to teach their children to serve others.  It is a great school project but I think 
parents need to step it up in this department.
I think this is critical for developing citizens that care for others. All people need to learn how a little personal 
sacrifice for others can create a beautiful community.
I think volunteerism is important and this will help build empathy. Students are on technology way to much. Get 
them out and interacting with people.
I think you get a better feel for what a  job will be like when you're forced to do it.
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I want our students to see the value in being contributing members of society. This is another element in that 
process - seeing how what you do affects and helps others around you. 
I would need to understand more about how those "projects" are defined.
if it is not required, many would not participate
If it tied into classroom learning, a way to apply skills they have learned to the real world.
If the students are taught the values of service by teachers and parents  then students should be able to make 
their own choices in life on what projects they value to contribute to.
If they are not serving, then they are probably very self centered and unaware of the needs that we all have for 
each other.
If you mean service hours.  Good citizenship is important & they can see other people need more help than 
themselves.  Many of our students are self-absorbed.

I'm a little hesitant here in terms of understanding what is termed "service learning projects", but believe that 
more exposure to non-profits & business is critical in assisting students in learning their talents, interests, etc.
I'm not sure that's as important as other things. It would probably depend on how many their are per school year 
and what it entails.
Important to work together for a goal and to give back to the community.
In general, people need to be more involved in the community on a volunteer basis, see what other people are 
experiencing and provide help when they are able.

In our area, in particular, most people seem to assume all residents are Christian.  So many service learning 
projects support only that worldview.  Many kids in our district may be receiving aid of some kind and may not 
have the ability to do these types of things for various reasons.  I think it's a wrong assumption that kids should 
be required to do this kind of thing.  That should solely be a family issue in my opinion.
It all depends on how it's done.
it gets into that grey area of what is considered service learning... it is helping at a homeless shelter, church 
work? means different things to different people. Personally think it is wonderful to give back to the community, 
can see how it would get sticky 
It gives the students opportunities to again broaden their experiences, learn new view points and contribute to 
society.
It goes back to the non college bound students.  They need the help just as much if not more than students that 
are continuing their education.
It helps students learn about the world around them and the role they can play in making that world a better place 
if they so desire.
It helps students to step outside of themselves and see a bigger picture.  Transitioning from high school can be a 
rocky road for some, and I believe this type of project would develop a stronger sense of self and the student's 
current and potential role in society.
It is a parents responsibility to make their child a contributing member of society. The parents should engage 
their children in volunteering and service projects. Not the school
It is always good to help others. It helps not only the one they are serving but provides the student with a 
valuable life lesson of helping others. 
It is good for students to have these opportunities but I would not require it.
It is important for everyone to put in perspective the opportunties,benefits and skills that they have which can be 
used in a postive way to help someone who may not have those opportunities availbale to them.
It is important for students to become invested in the commonwealth.
It is important for students to experience service and volunteerism but I do not believe it should take the focus 
away from the traditional, academic course of study.
It is important to contribute to society and starting at a younger age is a great way to get your feet wet
it is not just what you do IN school, but what you do outside of school; and ALL service projects should be 
allowed - even those that are done at church
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It might be helpful if say a very ambitious child who is business driven, be placed in the role of say one who 
serves.  It would help them to understand that persons value within the business.  Volunteer opportunities are 
always useful.  Children need to learn each others value within the "big picture".  
It promotes community and thinking of others, not just yourself.

It should be up to the student to decide if this is something they want to do.  It shouldn't be forced upon them.
It shows the kids their importance in the community. They are able to help and make a difference. Give a new 
point of view to many kids.
It teaches them to contribute.
it think somethings are values that are taught at home. However it helps set up a sense of community.
It would allow students to use the skills they are learning to solve problems, achieve goals and gain experiences 
that could help them decide their future paths.
It would promote learning while working with others outside of school.
Its a better learning environment
It's good for students to get a sense of something other than their own drama.
It's good to see connections outside of the school, and for students to understand that the community works for 
you AND you work for it. However, it would be best if there was a connection to the school for a service project to 
be required.

It's important for kids to learn how they can impact society. These projects are a great way for that to happen. 
its important in society to give back, so they should start this as young as possible
It's real life
Kids need to know that serving others is a very important part of life.
Kids should learn that satisfaction comes from serving others, not being served. Honestly, most of the kids in 
SACS do not know what real "need" is or feels like. They could know what it feels like to serve others in needs. 
These projects could incorporate many other skills as well. We use this concept in Girl Scouts a lot. The girls 
learn so much from it. It holds great value.
Kids should not be forced into service projects.
Learning experiences must always be meaningful and be supported by the entire school community.  Getting 
others involved can sometimes be difficult
Learning is doing. 
Learning to be productive citizens is important and it's not always done at home
Learning to serve others is powerful. Our society is becoming an entitled group. 
Let's face it, papers are boring.  Taking something that you learn and having an interesting way to seek and 
apply knowledge at a certain pace seems much more beneficial than completing a paper.

Life is more about ME. It teaches our children to engage in activities that benefit others and not just themselves. 
Many children serve in ways outside of school.
Many families already teach this through church or other clubs or groups.
Many students are involved in service learning projects through clubs and their own religious community.  We 
can't stretch the resources thin and make the opportunity "one more thing to do."
Most students learn better with a hands-on approach. What better way to see and understand homelessness 
than to volunteer at a soup kitchen. What the children see and do during that time is more valuable than reading 
in a book about it.
Must be age appropriate

My children are already involved and making it an "assignment" would contradict the meaning of "service"
My children are busy enough.  I know what my son needs to do.
My children get these opportunities through church and extra curricular activities
New type of learning for kids is beneficial.
Not all parents have time to take their children to those activities.
Not all students has the time needed to devote to this-some students need to work.
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Not all students learn well in the class room. 
Not sure forcing a service project would make children want to learn. 
Not sure of the intent of the question. Does it mean "helping our fellow man type service" or other type of service. 
Either way I am in favor of it to expose them to all fascist of life and what NOT to do with your life. Not sure what 
the question is really asking, probably reading more into it than I need to, sorry.
not sure what this means?
Not the job of public schools. People are trying to hard to be politically correct and our children will pay the price. 
Let our wonderful teachers -- TEACH!

Offering (but not requiring) a service learning experience would benefit student social awareness of the world.
Only in high school where community awareness is most likely to make an impact.

Opportunities should be available....but not additional requirements added onto an already heavy course load.

Our world is so consumed with our many screens (phones, tablets, laptops etc...) that it's easy to lose sight of 
the face that the person on the other end of your text is a real person. We've lost a basic sense of community, 
appreciation for our fellow man, and the responsibility we all have to care for each other and our planet.
Parents and other community groups are a place for this activity.  Students must attend to their classical 
education to be prepared for a life after high school.

Participation in the community gives the student real life experience and an appreciation of their community
Promote civic minds

Provides opportunity to be involved  in community, teaches compassion, students can focus on collaboration 
rather than competition they experience in intense sports they are exposed to, students who are not top athletes 
and/or top academics can achieve recognition and feel confident and successful in a new arena
real world application is important
Real world experience for students.
Real world learning opportunities are always beneficial.
related experience will develop interest and growth 
relevance?  
require is a strong word. It should be offered or at least have one service learning project they must complete. It 
provides empathy in a world that is losing this emotion. 
Requiring may not be quite right, but strongly encouraging, making them available and communicating the 
importance of service projects would benefit the students
Same as above
See above.
Service fulfills a basic function to a successful and rewarding life.
Service learning is valuable. However, keep in mind that not all students and all families has the time and 
resources to pursue this outside of school hours. 
Service learning lets students interact with a wider variety of people. It also helps them out to use the skills they 
learn in school.
Service learning projects are beneficial.  
Service learning projects are good however our family does this through our church so it will happen even if the 
school does not require this.
Service learning projects help students to think outside of themselves.  The students have SACS, due to our nice 
suburban setting, can be pretty sheltered to what the real world can have in store for them outside of the district.  
Service learning projects that go beyond just collecting canned food, but rather distributing the food could be 
helpful for students to get a real grasp on society.
Service learning projects provide an integral part of creating members of a community and good citizens. It is 
important for students to learn to help those who are in need in their community. 
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Service learning projects would be great for the students who are willing to actually give it their best shot.  
However, this could be tough to get all of the students to take seriously.  I also am afraid that if this were become 
a requirement, how would they get all of their other requirements done.
Service learning projects would be great for those involved in an extracurricular club, but requiring it as part of a 
grade I think goes a little too far. It would depend on what is being asked of the students and how much effort 
and time the project would take. Expecting students to pick up trash in the park on a Saturday afternoon, for 
example, is a great idea to teach about environmental issues, but invades personal family time. Or, taking them 
out of the classroom to do it would not seem right either. 
Service projects allow students to interact with people who are different from them and provide them with an 
opportunity to feel good about themselves.

Service projects allow the opportunity to put into action what students have learned, and may also give them 
glimpses into areas of the community they wouldn't otherwise be exposed to.  Service projects can help students 
connect with the needs of others in the community, and hopefully encourages empathy and compassion.
Service should be a function of organizations outside of school, like churches and other non-profit entities.  Let 
the schools focus on education of the mind, and others to educate the heart and soul.
Service should be encouraged, but not required. Requiring such creates a resentment for volunteering and 
discourages life-long volunteerism. A volunteering class, similar to the internship class, would be beneficial to 
promoting volunteering, as students would receive credited hours for their efforts.
Service should be left to parents and students along the lines of organizations and services they feel strongly 
about.
Service to others is the mist important quality that humans losdess6
Services and volunteer work is critical in my opinion, to a well rounded education.  However to truly make it 
mean something it has to truly be voluntary. So if this becomes a requirement I'd like to see it as something that 
can be completed at anytime after a student reaches middle school.  We also need to remember that some 
projects will need to be small and not everyone can nor needs to have a project that is as big as supplying care 
packages to soldiers for many years or building playgrounds for disabled children.  Some kids may just have 
enough time, money, and parent support to help an elderly neighbor with Spring cleaning chores. I personally 
require my children to volunteer some time each summer after they turn 13.  So I would also like to see the 
option of the service requirement to be completed during the summer months when some kids and families have 
a bit more time and flexibility. 
Serving others benefits the greater good.  Early opportunities to serve others encourages lifelong philanthropy 
and altruism.
Serving others is something all children should learn the value of. 
Serving others is very important.
Some of the kids here may be very sheltered and not know the need of those around them. The more you give of 
yourself, the happier you are.
Some students may not have this opportunity except at school. My son is only in kindergarten now but I am 
already planning to soon expose him to going to places in community to help others such as Rescue Mission as 
those cannot be learned in the classroom or just by talking about it.
Sounds good on paper and in theory, but I question the effectiveness or benefit versus traditional classroom 
time.
Students are myopic by nature. They need to see beyond themselves and experience giving of themselves to 
important causes.
Students could learn so much and it's teaching them that they matter and can make a difference.  It will help 
them to take responsibility in making their community better.
Students gain abroader sense of social needs and structure.

Students may already have service opportunities and commitments through their church or with their family. I do 
not want my students' service projects decided by SACS or a requirement for a class/grade. If this becomes a 
requirement, it could potentially turn many students "off" to service just because it is now a school mandate.
Students need the real life connections.
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Students need to connect what we are doing in school to what goes on in the community, and realize they (1) are 
part of the community, and (2) can have an impact on the community.
Students need to see that things they do for others and for the community are important to others and 
themselves.
Students need to view themselves as being part of a community to which they can contribute and must consider 
in their decision-making versus only considering their own well-being
Students should be able to give back to the community in which they live. 
Students should learn to be compassionate, helpful and caring toward the less fortunate.
Teaches empathy
Teaches kids they have a responsibility to serve in the world around them
Teaches life lessons.
Teaches students the importance of contributing to society 
That is another way to learn. It is advantageous because it is unique, and again, exposes students to 
experiences and people that are new and outside their comfort zone.  
That is something that may have more meaning if done together as a family.  
That's how the private schools are teaching them. And their kids excel in every aspect. 
The encouragement for service should come from the family or church.  The student should WANT to volunteer.  
Our community partners may not appreciate the reluctant volunteer.
The more students learn how we must rely on each other the better

The school is not responsible to teach the students this.  The parents and students can do that on their own time.

The service learning project my students did in middle school was forever long. It seemed to me that activities 
were created to fill time during the school day.  It really negated the value of the service for the students.

The students have so little free time as it is that I feel this is an added burden for teenagers.  The importance of 
this can be emphasized in government but it is the family's choice if they want to require this of their students.  
Perhaps the student is busy with band, church, a sport, would rather push themselves academically etc.  There 
is more time to do this in college and it is highly encourgaed in most university environments.
The students would be more likely to continue their service into adulthood for the betterment of all, plus it gives 
then lots of exposure to different needs of others and opportunities for themselves.  

There would need to be some give and take for those already involved in some sort of service learning projects.
these are very good for kids.... however, they used to be something done something out side of school, or in KEY 
club, or other extracurricular activities
These projects can teach a generation that is quite focused on themselves to see the value in serving others 
while seeing what real world challenges can bring (working in a team, no clear path to get to completion, 
frustations of imperfect information/conditions).
These projects could be the focus of eLearning in the future. But a requirement on top of all the homework & 
expectations would not be a great idea.
These projects offer real world experience for students, and tend to be more memorable than lectures in the 
classroom.

They can see how important they are to the community.  Maybe some kids out here would get a reality check.
They do this anyway.  

They need to learn how everyone lives and appreciate what they have.  Kids think we owe them things and need 
to understand that they need to work hard to get the good things in life.  Money does not grow in trees 
They need to learn to contribute to the community 
They need to see the other side.
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This allows our students to explore their interests in addition to the common curriculum taught in school. It also 
provides opportunities for our students to learn business skills, team work, and looking at the world outside of 
themselves. 
This concept builds humanity and can teach humility. It's good to see that not everyone lives the way you do or 
has the advantages that you may have. Sometimes we are too entitled. Most people do not live in $200+ homes 
in this city. Grace and humility can be acquired in civil learning. 
This depends on the age/grade and what class it is part of.
This is a great learning experience. Kids would rather be doing then sitting in my opinion. What better way to get 
them excited about their future and for them to actually get experience in the field they enjoy or want to know 
more about.
This is a great way to encourage creativity, technology, and 21st century skills while at the same time expanding 
ones thought from self to others. 
This is a parent responsibility not a school.  Parents need to teach children to give to others, empathy, etc.  I 
consider charities as a personal choice according to my value system.  I would nit want the school pushing a 
charity that goes against my beliefs.
This is America.  You should NEVER force someone to "give". 
This is difficult to envision with full student participation, and may have political back-lashing; on the other hand, I 
would STRONGLY encourage making service opportunity available, with promotion of idealism.  Traditional 
America VALUES participation, but does not compel it.
This is important for developing responsible citizens which is truly the job of the parents. However, because this 
has become such an  important part of the college application process, making this a requirement would 
certainly help.
This is not the role for the schools.
This makes education purposeful to the students.
This may be helpful for the students to see what they think they want to do in the future.  They may even change 
their mind on what they want to in the future.

This type of thing is typically used in high school. That is really a value that is better learned early on in life.

Those planning on college definately for applications but it shouldn't be required. Parents have responsibility too 
Time
Time commitment.  It should be encouraged but not a determing factor in success.
To gain experience and see the application of what they are learning in the classroom.
To learn by doing is a great educational tool.
Unsure of what this means
Value life skills
Very limited service projects are ok... would much rather have them engaged in the classroom.
way too vague in what that would entail.  It could be a great thing (outside of school time) or it could be the 
biggest waste of time ever!  Life experiences in fields the kids want to explore is way more valuable.  Outside 
school hours - fine but not in place of academics when so much time is already wasted on stupid little things like 
NWEA winter testings, etc...... 
We already have a teacher in elementary school that takes his kids monthly to a women/children shelter.  What a 
valuable lesson taught at an early age.  More parents should be exposed to this!
We can't be focused on just ourselves.
We do that elsewhere
We should all give back to our community and help people in need. This is a learned behavior and should be 
taught at a young age
what exactly is a service learning project?  Do they go out and do the work or just report about it?  If they are 
actually getting their hands into the mix I agree with it.  If they are just researching it I don't agree so much.  
Anything sounds great on paper but actually doing it is totally different.
What is the value is service projects?
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While I agree that instilling a service mindset is important, I often wonder about how effective service projects 
are if they are required.  Service is something people do because they are compelled to do it from a desire within 
themselves, not because someone is forcing it upon them.  I'm not sure how authentic or effective it would be to 
"make" kids serve--if we aren't careful, that service could start to feel like homework does to them--just another 
distraction from what they want to do.  We don't want our kids to see service as a chore, but rather, a joy.  I go 
back and forth on this, but ultimately, I feel like it's more the family's responsibility to instill this type of mindset, 
not a school's.  That's not to say, individual teachers couldn't work this type of service into what they are 
teaching, but requiring it for graduation or for credit in a course doesn't hit the mark for me.

While I feel service projects are vital and important, I think they should only be required when the majority of the 
work can be completed during class. It is difficult to expect students to do some of those things on their own time 
when there might be barriers to transportation or if parents are working and can't provide necessary support.
While I strongly agree that service projects should be done, I think that requiring them takes away the value of 
children learning to want to do them for their own sake.  

While in theory it sounds like a good idea.  Civil service is something that should be taught at home or within a 
religious setting.  There are so many outlets to do good a school could not possibly offer them all.  While 
opportunities should be made available to the children outside of school time.  It should never be required if it is 
to be a choice later in life.  Civil service is too often given as punishment.  At which point children associate it 
with a negative situation.  And they consequently never develop a passion for charity and giving.
While it starts off as a noble idea, forcing everyone to do "good" is a bad idea.  If a child doesn't want to help out, 
why force them?
While these can be useful experiences for students, they should only be offered in addition to regular education, 
not in place of.  I feel students have the opportunity already to work in those types of environments outside of 
school, so having the school offer them is not necessary.
While this would benefit many students, there are some who already incorporate service learning in other 
aspects of their life and would learn more in other ways.
Will provide an opportunity for students to sense the importance of community and how it can affect and change 
the community in a positive way.  Also, provides the opportunity for students to learn to work in groups, 
leadership, reaching out to others and seeing beyond themselves.
Would need more information on what they mean in order to fairly assess the vaue
You learn by doing. We use to live in a school district that required a certain number of service hours to 
graduate.  I thought it was a great idea.  Whenever you can give a student a chance to help others and think 
about someone else's circumstances it makes you a better person.
you students probably won't do the service project - the parent will - many older students are not going to put 
forth the effort to really have a learning experience for a service project.
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